dictment of a community chief for the murder

of his niece, Akpoku, another community in

the area, was recently invaded by
ter another oracle alle%gjc}ljy

of the community for

the area, reports PRECIO

VEN in this modern era with
of churches eve-
rywhere. the Etche people in

mushroomuing

Rivers State still believe in the pro.
nouncement of the oracle, The use of
oracle has become a means of ascer-
taining "truth’ when there is contro-
versy, debate or crisis in their com-
munitics,

Nevertheless, the use of the oracle
to resolve dispute and unearth m
teries have almost always ended in
more erisis and violence leading to
shooting, killing and looting. Only
last the oracle was invited by the

~people of%to find out who killed

one Gf&“@d_tﬁ_dﬁﬁ The chief priest
tonsulted the gods. performed the
ritual and indicted one of the highest
ranking traditional chiefs the commu-
nity. The accuse is an uncle of the late
victim's.

The oracle's pronouncement turned
Obite upside down as irate youths
thrgaﬁen&d to behead the s tand
to burn down his property. lhough,
it was learnt that the suspect was lagcer
banished from the community and he
is expected to stay in exile more than
gight years, in line with tradition,
Obite boil for months with residents
living in anxiety throughout the g:
riod. The crigis was haigiztaned .
cause not everybody in the commis.
nity supported the oracle’s pro.
nouncement. It took the intervention
of the police and political leaders in
the area 10 restore sanity.

Fresh crisis resumed in the troubled
land recently following the grussome

murder of a chieftain of the
- fAgres _Mr
er Njoku in Akpoku The

—latest crisis was even more disastrous

as houses were bumt down, proper-
ties looted. scores injured the entire
community went into hiding for
more than one week after the hood-

WS !
what they d
- "gion the community contemplated on

gunmen af-
indicted a member
ng an APC leader in

DIKEWOHA

lums invaded their community.

A Niger Delta Report réporter who
visited the troubled %
nity recently was guided round the

ouble scéne by somé youths of the

area who now reside in a neighbour-

ing community. It was observed that
the residents were yet to return to the
community. Only few people were
seen cautiously walking out from
their hideouts when they sighted the
reporter taking Ehotﬂgra h of burnt
buildings. Aléoo u is made up of five
villages: komoko, Umuode,
Umudim. Umuaghara and Umuoria.

Speaking on the incideént that led to
the destruction, residents of the com-
munity said they were in their houses
one afternoon when they hear
frightening voice ordering the entire
community to run, They said this hap-
pened few days after the q[?;%e in-
dicted one Mr. Mac Harry of ki eﬁ?
the 1ate Njoku. one of the APC |

ers n the aréa, They said the hmd:
~IGEms came ifto the community with

more than twenty motorcycles popu-
larly called Okatga and ﬁpmmﬁgw
weapons.

One of the chiefs in the community,
Chief Christopher Oluoch said as a
Christian he doesn't believe in oracle
but the community insisted that they
must consult the oracle o tcll them
the truth rathér than irrvitinghthc po-
lice to arrest anybody. "After the death
of the APC leader, two suspects were

“thatit-

arrested thevy later
Mac: %%@nfmm to do
id.

ge on their confes.

how to arrest the accused but some
elders of the community suggestsd
that it would be better to consult the
oracle and invite Mac Harry.

"Before bringing the Oracle to the
commumnity the jusu priest was forced
us to sign undertaking that whatever
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e Maoec Harrv's house an fire

he was going to do in the community
would notcause any trouble, The ora-
¢le came and the cornmunity gath-
ered. Mac was indicted by the
oracle, In fact in his presence the ora-
cle told him how he paid the gunmen
to Kill the victim. Fwas surprised
when some hoodlums entered the
community and started shooting,
looting and burning houses. [ have
reported the matter to the police and

they have assured us of teir coop-
sration. You can see the residents have
deserted the community. few people
are just returning to the community.
But b¥ God's grace and with the ef-
fort of some political leaders in the
area, [ know peace will retur to the
community, he said.

The youth leader of the commu.
nity, LoveDay ITwuze, said the com.-
munity was iving in peace until the
APC chieftain was murdered. "The
murder of the APC chicftain in the
area and the subséquent arrest of two
suspects by the police led to the crisis.
Thesus made confessional state-
ments. When the oracle came to the
community it exposed the Killer be-
fore the people. And the youths of
the community who witnessed the
whole thing ot angry and went 1o
the suspects house and demolished
it. Few days later gunmen sntered
the community and destroyed peo-
ple properties.”

Sne of the wvictims, Caroline
Amadi, a nurse who spoke to Ni
Delta Report said she was beaten @
the gunmen after they looted her
chemist shop. "Isaw the gunmen with

invade Rivers community

e e

two eyes they were not masked.

ey looted everything ingide my
shop and collected N150.000 cash and
my bike. When they left my shop 1
ran awaﬁvim my family, so I didn't
know what happen next until the day
[ returned from my hideout.’

M. Qli Chibuzor whose brothers
were still in the hospital recuperat.
ing from bullets injuries said his tWo
brothers were shotin the front of their
houses, "The incident happened on
Sunday, when they came | was not
around but they met my wile and or-
dered her to ransacked my house un-

der gun point. With fear, she did a3
they instructed. She went to where 1

kapt money i the house annd brought
r::ult? N‘EIQ%DG which she gave them.
They shot two of my brothers who
are presently taking treatment in one
of the pﬁuaé hospitals in the area. As
[ am talking to younow we have spent
N150. 000 treating my two brothers
and they are yet to get better.”

Another victim Chinedu Nweke,
said his father's house and shoploaded
with drinks and other goods were de-
stroyed and looted by the gunmen.
i & %Odidn’t leave anythma? with us,
the shop was loaded with all Rinds of
goods. and they took few of the items
and destroved the rest. They also col-
lected N300, 000 cash we kept at the
shop.” _

Mr. Akagbuo Amadi, an elderly
man in the community whose house

and that of his son were badly de-
stroyed said, "] have nowhere 10

sleep, Iwant the tto come
10 my fescye, the gunmen came o

&

THE NATION FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2014

-

e
o
B e e 5
T |
R e R . - -
2 -
Ay [ ] -
- -
 E—
= e

..... P~
- e

Ui, ¥ B NECIEE ST, S TS

«One of the vehiclas burnt dunng the
raid

________

the community with sophisticated ' 4

weapons, When we the sound
of the gun. we have no option than
to run away. You can ss¢ fm;{o -

self how my house and that cEmoaE
son was burnt down; we didn't . 0
pick out a pin from the house. God Rens ok o
will not forgive any onéd that made W et
me to be in this condition.”

But Mac Harry whom the com-
ing hoodlums 10 the commumity 10 B op e MR
destroy their houses, profess his in- s i, o
nocent in 2 telephoné chat with our
rcpﬁcf He said he was a uﬂm of
an d against hi
some fgcm c'?ﬂ're cnmuuitt}?.r

He said, "They set my building
ablaze, if the police arrasted the
two suspects that confessed
that ] am the one that sent
the hoodlums to my
community as they
claimed so why then =
would I niot be ar- g ;
rested by the ﬁo T
lice. I am a po 9.
tician I move | '
freely in my
community
and  any-
where I go. 1
didn’t do it
and I can
never do -
it." e *Wne

At-

to reach the Rivers State Police Public
Relations QOfficer, Ahmad
Mohammad. were futile, Calls placed
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i i " - % i § i S
of the vieams, ldsr Amiadi bnielmng the journalist B

B e s A -

tQ his mobile phone rang out and he
did not respond to a text message de-
tailing the reason for the call.



