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bible found with a robbery suspect
has led to the arrest of five others by
0 ﬂt‘ij\?Eﬂ of the ial Anti-
Robbery (SARS), State Police
Command. The holy bz::ok in question was
" said to have been found with 32-year-old
. Monday Patrick, leading to the arrest of five
other members of a robbery gang,
' namely Adeagbo Michael, Ismaila Kareem
' aka. Asmuo, Odu John, Nwoke Promise
. and Ifeoluwa Coker, .
A police source told our corres
that the owner of the bible, Pastor Adesoye

Zaccheaus of Unity Estate_Igando, Lagos

had reported to the police that as he was
. driving his car into his compound at about 8
- pm on May 26, he was accosted by two
. armed men who forced him to move to the
. back seat before driving off to the road that
leads to the Lagos State University. |

At a point on the road, they pushed him
out of the vehicle and drove off to an
unknown destination. Pastor Zacche
. then went to Idimu police station to rep
- the incident. SARS tives rted the
~ matter to the tate Commussioner of
- Police, Umar Manko, who directed the
. officer in charge of SARS, Abba Kyari, a
Superintendent of Police, to take over the
case and fish out the culprits.

The complainant led SARS operatives to
Oko Filling area of Igando where Monday
Patrick and Michael Adeagbo were arrested.
An instant search conducted at the building
where were arrested revealed two pairs
- of army uniform and a black bag containing
the documents of the car that was snatched.

The two were taken to the
. Scorpion House head of SARS at
. GRA, Ikeja, Lagos where they confessed that
' the robbery operation was carried out by
. Adeagbo and Ismaila Kareem a.k.a. Asmuo,
and that the vehicle, a Toyota Camry, was
"with Kareem.
. Kareem was said to have been arrested at
. Iyana-Oworo area of Lagos. He
. corroborated the statements of the suspects
' and also named one John Odu as the
. receiver of the snatched car. Odu, who
i pretended that he was in Port Harcourt, was
- later caught at Ikotun area of Lagos while
' trying to receive another snatched vehicle
&om&lesamﬁsmun,whowaspmm
arrested. Asmuo confessed that he sna

the wehicle but that it had been sold to a Port
. Harcourt-based customer named Promise
Nwoke. Nwoke was later arrested and the
vehicle was recovered.

- Asumuo also claimed that he sold one
Toyota Camry to one Desmond Iwerem and
one Ifeoluwa Coker in Ondo State while
Desmond is still at large.

Monday Patrick's father was said to be the
owner of the house the operatives searched
and recovered a gun. The building is located
on Emmanuel Street, a slum w some
boys were found smoking Indian hemp. It
was there the police discovered a bible
bearing the sname,

Narrating his role in the robbery
operation, Monday Patrick said: “I don't
know my age. | remember that | was
born in 1 in Ibilo village, Akoko Edo
Local Government Area of Edo State. I
trained as a fashion designer.

“I knew Michael through my work. He
came to m to meet me with a black
bag. When he came, I was busy working and
he just dropped the bag and left
immediately. He did not come back until
three days later.

“1 had become worried and wanted to
know what was inside the bag. I thought it
;.*asaciothhehad tg]:etow.

urprisingly, when I opened [ found

agun,bogksandabigbibla. started
looking for him.

“l smoke Indian hemp, but I have not

' stolen a pin form anyone. I am happily
married with a child. I smoke (Indian hemp)
twice a day; once before | start work and
once at the close of work.

“T used to sew clothes for him and we are
close friends. He gave me phones whenever
he had no cash to pay. But that had

haEpened only two times.

When I saw the pastor’s bible, I liked it
because it is big. I took it from the bag. When
his mother heard that SARS opera
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tives were
combing the area, she picked the gun and
went to the backyard to hideit.”

The second suspect, who was said to have
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ne to prison several times, Adeagbo Michael
29), a native of Ile-Ife, Osun State, said: “1 live at
No. 27 Emmanuel Street, Governors Road,
Ikdotun [ am an okada (commercial motor cycle)
rider.

“Somebody gave me a bike on hire purchase
and robbers snatched it from me. The owner of
the bike took me to the police, alleging that I was
the thief. I was charged to court and later sent to
the Kirikiri Maximum prison on remand.”

Asked how he snatched the pastor’'s bag, he
said: “We were two: Desmond and 1. The pastor
was coming back from work on that Monday.
We took positions and waited for the man to
come down. As he came down to open the gate,
we rushed towards him.

“We overpowered him and carried him into
ﬂwm.HEEdmﬂleMnnhhn.Imkthe
money. When we wanted to push him out of the
car, I gave him N400 for t. We took him
inside the car to stop him from shouting. -

“I was the one brought the I brou
it from my village. No taught me how to
rob. It was when they seized my motorcycle that I
became jobless. I did not know the pastor before.
[ just said let us take a stroll and look for
something to snatch. Asmuo did not give me a
kobo after selling it.

“ As for the snatching of laptops, we operated
four times. But the one of jewellery and handsets
(phones) happened two times. It was Lucky and
Kunle, who is now in prison, who did the work
with me. L as killed in an exchange of

g'I smoke marijuana (Indian hemp) once every
evening, It was in the prison that I how to
rob. In the prison, there is no teacher for robbery
léssons. Every inmate narrates his experience
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and others learn from it.”
The third suspect, Ismaila Kareem a.k.a.

Asmuo (27), is married with a kid and hails
from Okitipupa in Ondo State. But he resides
at Okoafo area of Badagry.

“He said: “I used to see Michael at Oshodi

market area where we rode okada together.l
was the one that drove. When we got there
Michael showed the man a gunand put him at
the back seat. We dropped him off at Igando
area.
“We had used a pipe gun to snatch a Jeep at
Festac side. I did it with Michael. I do
smuggling at the Seme border with a Volvo
car. Michael told me that he had gone to the
village to bring a gun. ] am an ex-convict.”

On why he sold the car without giving
Michael a dime, he said: “We decided to be
working with the car, butI later decided to sell
it. I don't know his house. He normally takes
me to the nearest junction to where he is living
for me to wait for him.

“When I sold the car, I called him and told
him that | had not collected the money. I sold
the car for N290,000 at the New Garage, Ifako,
Gbagada. I used the money to pay the balance
of my house rent.

“] went to Kirikiri prison for using a bike to
snatch a bag. | to operate on Victoria
Island, Lagos. I spent two years and three
months awaiting trial. A court in Ikeja
discharged and acquitted me for want of

tion as the investigating police officer
was absent in court.”

The fourth suspect, Odu John (39), a native
of Ahoda, Rivers State, says he is married with
four children and formerly worked with a
construction company, Dredging Atlantic, in
Port Harcourt. He said his appointment was
terminated in 2010 no money was coming into
the company and the staff were redundant.

% 11-1_-.

. -=.h|'. -

He said: “I was arrested in connection with the
pastor's car. The car was snatched and brought to
me by Asmuo to buy. I knew Asmuo through one
Kehinde. I knew that the car was snatched. The
ght for N290,000. Another

pastor's car was bou
Toyota was bought for N180,000 and I
resold it for N280,000 while the one of N290,000
was resold for N400,000.

“I live at No. 10, Dele Street, Ikotun. I relocated to
Lagos in March this year. I met Kehinde in a
restaurant in Ikotun this year and it was he that
introduced me to the gang. He said they normally
got cars to sell.

“I graduated in Zoology from the University of
Port Harcourt.”

The fifth suspect, Nwoke Promise (36), says he
sells juice and is married with four children.

He said: “I live in my own house, which I built in
Ikwere, Port Harcourt. I bought the car for my
senior brother for N400,000. The pastor's bible was
inside a bag. John and 1 attended the same primary
school. He told me that his friend who works in the
Customs had a problem and wanted to sell his
Camry car for N600,000, but I later paid N400,000.

“I did not know his work after primary school.
He called me on the phone at a restaurant at the
University of Port Harcourt and told me that he
worked with Charles gfwu, the previous NDDC
Chairman, and I believed him.”

The sixth suspect, Ifeoluwa Coker (28), graduate
of the Federal University of Technology, Akure,
who majored in Biology Education, said that
Demond was his guardian in the church where
they worship in Akure,

He said: “I am a member of the Buccaneer
fraternity. 1 was arrested in respect of a Toyota

. Iworship with a new tion church.

“] joined the Buccaneer in 200 Level. 1 was
threatened to join them because I helped them todo
their class assi ts.

“Iwentto to receive the car.”




