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Social constructions of the area boy

Area boys like Asade, T-Money and Mukesh depict popular
representation of youths from the coastal city’s backwaters.
The increasing presence of such youths, is however, blamed
on the prevalence of slums in the Lagos metropolis. Endemic
poverty, social inequalities and rising standards of living force
considerable segments of the population into extreme livin
conditions such as shanty settlements. According to Omotoke
Iyunade, a social psychologist, the harsh living conditions and
endemic poverty in the slums wreak untold havoc on the in-
habitants, the children in particular. “Such children having un-
dergone a gruesome childhood characterised by an insidious
socialisation process eventually mature into what could be
termed as damaﬁed youths.”

According to her, young people in the slums are often the
victim of non-existent or dysfunctional family structures, lack
of education and opportunities, race and class-based discrimi-
nation. This militarises them and forces them to adopt a hos-
tile attitude to the world. Ultimately, they are considered
enemies of the state by law enforcers and the society at la
and this is due to their hostile disposition and inclinations for

violence.
life is such that vulnerable children and youths are

to considerable amount of hazards and face a
number of problems ing from financial problems to ha-
rassment and extortions police and the ubiquitous area
boys; eventually, many of such vulnerable youths evolve to
become area boys. As area ,&heyleasrgdtiaaﬁﬂ'petuatetheinn
security, severe beatings an ﬁghtmtﬁ abuse ( ally
of the ) and health hazards that they had erstwhile
been exposed to as vulnerable minors.

According to Patrick Edewor, PhD, DeFa:tment of Sociol-
ogy, Covenant University, the of street children (and
hﬂmelesschﬂdrenandyouﬂ'\sg is an indictment of the way the
society construes its priorities. “These children and youths
5111‘.1‘1.‘1;«,{-:1;l mnts}ida'able arfthce:;'mt of hardship. Al&rbndui%: y are ig-
no e society, to become ive mem-
iety,” he nogpe e

bers soci

Ga.nF of area boys are composed of mainly young males
aged 1 thSyearsandﬂ'leyareatypicaldgr;cmSﬁcofﬁre
state. These gangs provide young le with a sense of be-
longing and social identity, and asmﬂperate in shadow
economies, they make up for the lack of educational and job

np%:rt&du;\jhes.

, young men find a way to make a living.
Many of E;gs 4 y commit serim};s crimes such as rob-
bery and bur with the intention of ex ing the stolen
goods for cash. The money earned from such crimes is in- '

vested in patronising sex workers, ing and other gui
pleasures pathm Fex%end it on stat&‘samb enhanu:ementhng dﬁvgeusmy
such as *lmkinlg égod,‘ eating out, smoking cannabis, cocaine
or crack, and clubbing,
In Lagos, many area gs act as violent brokers in parallel
crea

structures, havin an income for themselves via forced

extortions (owo ile) and narcotics peddli laying guard of
individual (property or public s ;Pc?ed in sli-lt%lall::’iu%qsn cﬁ na
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- form the residents.

" would be killed. Of course,

' thlr op :Eiﬂn in A treet,
where they a@ %‘ after
IO a resident. community

| lice, Umaru Manko, who issued a direc-
dequate | tive for their arrest. The police was able
or ineffective police presence. Over time, they have become an | to arrest over 400 suspected members of |
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accepted part of the urban landscape even as they become
willing tools and available mercenaries for various forms of
political, ethnic and religious criminal contracts in the process.

meﬂaﬁma
Time was when the state was at the mercy of certain fearful

E:?gs terrorising the Isale-Eko and Stadium/Barrack axis of
gos Island. The most notorious amongst was the
Kainkain gang of Isale Eko; this gang was persistently blamed
for serial criminal acts, including rape, mobile phone theft,
pick-pocketing and armed robbery. The leader of the group,
Sumtﬁét allegedly relocated from the neighbourhood after he
was s

And residents of Aj e otherwise known as Lagos’ jun-
gﬁecity, will not forget in a hurry, their ordeal in the hands of

Million Boys (OMB), a gang of hoodlums that terrorised

the area before they were arrested by the police. At inception,
20 boys in Aj united to form the association with the

original intent to fight perceived injus-

: J come, ed Dele Alobo, a social psycholo-
tices synonymous with the township. ‘ ist and founder of Youth Haven r
Subsequently, the gang fg’l strength ternational %l ), a non-governmental or-
and numbers and soon t‘n‘lecld - ?1 Manv pEOplE Tl sk ol ganisation (NGO). :
Vi te group to checkmate and fight ’ True, while most touts, especially the
crime criminality in the community. ]{){)k down on us, ESPE- young ones, are offended at negative stereo-

But somewhere along the way, some
members of the association hijacked it
and turned a hitherto crime fighting
into a sinister one; terrorising the
enﬁmmmmmﬁt}arapg?gha less
women and robbing defenceless resi-
Residents revealed that the
hosed into a gang of outlaws.
“Before umddmyml unity or
street, wrote a letter to in-
gt 4 sent the letter
a minor, to the
ord associ-

tl'nuughacmmer,
head of that street or the

boys |

cially the so-called
alakowe {educated
elite) but seriously,
what do they have that
I don’t have? They
speak English, I speak
English. It may not be
fluent but at least you
understand me. Look

SPecial

the .
A rmdw&wm l&’irt?' Tri:\iB AmukokoA Bac?ﬁ?, La -
, 101U, . , Jjora

a:?da %I’Ikll’l olice dlmnnstx"l‘he mlaugfllt was led by %eem

Ij (l\/ligtrhglsoffear) s of 17 boys, all

o a grou -

2chion] divp-ouuts exsept thele leadis Whio tirves St N
school. The latter, a former butcher, assembled in
his area in Alimosho to form a gang witha p mission

to right the wrongs in their community. No sooner did
fnrmghme gang than he led them in twgbloody turf warsﬂ.;y
which they succeeded in dislodging two former that
held sway in their ne:ghbcurhoudgl'hey operate with knives,

cudgels, Fu.ns and da]:rliextms charms.
Sé‘x?ﬂa gs are linked to criminal operations between Su-

rulere and Lagos Island, where several house burglaries and
armed robberies are perpetrated and the stolen valuables are
sold often at ridiculous prices. Most area boys are principally
concerned with fighting and conquering other young male
Fangs from one street or district to another in violent turf wars

o establish their dominance. After establishing their domi-
nance in any neighbourhood, they engage in a peculiar brand
of hustle by whic thE{) g:rpetrate scams, bullying, political
violence and armed robbery, according to Ikuomola Adediran
Daniel (PhD), Department of Sociology, Adekunle Ajasin Uni-
versity, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State.

Living by the street code

Analysing the street code of the ubiquitous area boy, Dr.
[kuomola stated: “Within the social world of the area boy, fa-
milial and peer group attachments are essential in terms of
"back up’ and possible retribution for an act of bullying, vio-
lence and robbery. As such, when a group of boys from “rush’
or ‘jack’ a young person - either from their hood or a sur-
rounding neigh%ourhﬂﬂd - with no obvious familial or peer

up attachments, most young males in public will just
EIT\;)ug their shoulders as if to say ‘well that's just how thin
are on the street.” However, in private the young males will ac-
knowledge that the assaulters involved were out of order, they
shouldn’t have picked on an innocent.”

Yet the code of the street dictates that sympathy for the vic-
tim is at best fleeting and generally non-sympathetic, as the
commonly held view amnngsm:}ungl males is that ‘they’ (vic-
tim) should not have allowed themselves to be picked on so
w. On the other hand, when the victim is a known but dis-

iked individual - usually a rapscallion who does not play by
the rules - perhaps he attacks people indiscriminately, harass-
ing young girls at street corners and therefore creating lots of
potential enemies within the neighbourhood - the code of the
street determines that the defaulter probably got what he de-
Twed, as he wasbobe inning to believe too n'{:glgﬁh in hiis own
, running about upsetting “too many of the area boys’ in

tﬁ;ngeighbour ood. BT }

Deviance, family and

Growing up in a slum takes a grievous toll on area boys; they
are forced to assimilate real life representations of bad and
dahrfemus guys. Eventually, mannerisms they internalise
while growing up manifests as the core of the adults they be-

mpesand rtrayals of them as area boys,
ere existspgsmgll fraction who for %ﬂﬂl

reasons readily buy into those images of the
‘cool’” but ‘dangerous’ area boy and urban
rebel. Whereas those of a more “res le’
disposition refer to themselves as Omo

adugbo (decent or homely children of the
nﬂébouﬂ\mdm , which mnng;e a} dManiffemnt
meaning, ita (area .

who work with the Nat(mml Ur;y::m of Rgad
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them.

Agan%zmwmﬁmﬂrgavehis
name as ined of the negati
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ation. And when they come, they would : bo .

STl 2t me forinstance | et s
and even married women. ropped ou Tl them to. “Most le ider us to be

)fmh;;gwas one bizarre situation when PP ; thieves and aan?io g}bbers because we live

members of the group allegedly raped a  [SRLLELRUEIS ST 0)
Fregnam woman to c?eatheﬁ%arcgﬁd a

ather to sleegﬂwith his daughter with a
threat that if he did not comply, he
man com
plied with their wish while they laughed
maniacally.

They operated with such impunity

until thei \

could not take it any longer and l'.l'l(?'
sent an SOS to the Commissioner of Po-

J

rently employ
graduates and under-
graduates. Everybody
respects me. They

know I am an achiever.
| Womn recognise presence
| mi. (They recognise my
| presence)

but I cur- and sleep on the streets. They think because

we work in the motor park, we are irrespon-
sible. Many of us havepv?rfv&i and children at
home...look at me, for instance, [ have two
wives and three children, and | take care of

them from the money I make on the streets.
They call us omo ita, born troway;, o sanle; we
even call ourselves by those names for fun
but it doesn’t mean that we are bad or irre-
sponsible.

“Most times, when people’s cars break
down in the night, we look after those cars
and protect the valuables in them till they

« Continued on page 48




