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HE story of co-habitation be-
tween Tiv ethnic group and

: Fulani herdsmen is very interest-

ing.

The story goes like this: Before

‘ now, the Tiv and the Fulani were close

®

friends, cohabitate and inter marry
while the Tiv le are predominately
farmers, the Fulani are cattle breeders.

One day a Fulani left some cattle
with a Tiv to look after, but u his
refurn he did not see cattle, he asked the
Tiv man and he replied: "Munchi"
(meaning we have eaten it).

Since then, the Fulani have been
ing their cattle into Tiv farms and
them fat as compensation for the

cows which the Tivs onceate. The Fulani
also mocked the Tiv by calling them
"Munchi”.

The Tiv on their part killed Fulani
cows for grazing into their farmlands
and destroying it; this is the ancient
story between the Tiv and Fulani. Most
Fulani speak Tiv frequently, same “for

“Tiv le.
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Whether this story is a tale by moon
light or not, it has gained grounds over
the past decades. But from being friends,
the Tiv and Fulani have become sworn
enemies which culminated into bloody
violence and resulted to the killings of
man]y and lost .

n Nasarawa, T'araba, Adamawa
and Plateau states, Tiv people are at war
with Fulani cattle breeders and there is
no end or solution in sight.

Both of them accused each other,
while the Tiv accused Fulani of grazing
into their farmlands and destroying their
farms, the Fulani accuse the Tiv of kill-
ing, their cows.

In Benue State, blood
tween Tiv farmers and Fulani herds-
men in , Guma, Makurdi, Gwer
west local government area have
erupted and recently the crisis extended
to Agatuand Oturkpo local government
area, in Benue South senatorial district,
and the country home of Senate Presi-
dent David Mark, where seven soldiers
were reportedly killed by suspected
herdsmeip': last jeek. 4

Last week Sunday_, the Tiv-Fulani

crisis'érupted right in the heart of
Makurdi mﬂn:[ﬁi'q, in the area call%
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Tiv-Fulani clash
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Uja Emmanuel in Makurdi, Benue State writes on the
incessant clash between two ethnic groups in the state

Makurdi, all within Makurdi local gov-
ETTImenr area. o
T The aftack on Makurdi residents by

suspected Fulani herdsmen have sent
fear into many residents of the metropo-
lis, who stated that if they can attack
Adeke, where Mopol 13 Barracks is lo-
ca§9d then, no one in the state capital is
safe.

On the said Sunday, Andy Okpe, a
?ﬁecia] Assistant to the governor told

e Nation that atabout 4am, he heard
sporadic gunshots by Adeke village
extension, after the ots which
lasted for about two hours there was
a deafening sourfd of explosion like
dynamite. -

‘We did not sleep again until in
the momning. We saw a detachment
of policemen with 10 vehicles who
drove past into the crisis zone, and
later returned with some Fulani herds-
men in their vans and left to the Po-
lice headquarters,” he said.

According to Okpe, they later
heard that there was violence between
Fulani and Tiv_farmers. Many Tives’
ing cows were lost.

He said since last December when
the cattle breeders arrived in the area,
tension has been mounting. Accord-
ing to him, "We have been seen Fulani
coming into this area day light graz-
ing with automatic rifles on hand on
their shoulders, we reported to the
traditional ruler and security agen-
cies but nothing was done. The Fulani
continued to graze their cattle deep
into homes of the residents and some-

times destroyed gardens."

Five Tiv farmers were reported!
killed in the latest affack ans about
B0/000 fersons (Tiv Farmers) displaced

““their cattle invad

from their houses are now living with

other family members in Makurdi.

Schools have been deserted even inside

Mopol 13 Barracks located within the
ISIS Zone.

The attacks on Tiv farmers which
started in Adeke, Makurdi local gov-
ernment area spread to far away
Guma local government last Thurs-
day as the suspected herdsmen with
Anundu village,
setting many houses ablaze and kill-

ire 1or

Tiv farmers in the process re-
sponded and the herdsmen aban-

oned 46 cows and fled.

The cows were taken to
Akaakuma village and prominent
sons of the community including the
Benue State Commissioner for Land
and Survey, John Tondo pleaded with
the youths not to slaughter the cattle
but 1‘:lancl them over to the police.

Reason prevailed and the 46 cows
were handed over to the Benue State
Police Command last Friday. At press
time, the cattle were still in the cus-
tody of the police as no one had

claimed ownership.

Tiv farmers are at the receiving

end in the ongoing crisis with sus-
pected Fulani herdsmen. Two coundil
wards ( Yandev\ Mbayer) in Guma
local government council, one coun-
cil ward (Mbalagh) in Guma local
government and ﬁwme council wards
m Gwer west local government have
been deserted.

In the last three years there has
been no farming activities or school
as the fear of suspected Fulani herds-
men has gripped the communities.

The people live in a sort of concen-
tration camp. Nobody farms again.
Governor Gabriel Suswam'in his
reaction blamed the continued erisis
between Tiv and Fulani on criminal
elements among the Tiv who killed.

' Fulani cattle. But his reaction did not
. go down well with some of his kins-

men who accused the governor of

iving impetus to the Fulani to attack
%}iv farmers the more.

Speaking to newsmen in his of-

fice, lawmaker, representing Makurdi-

' South in the Benue State House of As-

sembly, jamin Adanyi said Gov-
ernor gu.;'ev;l]m as the chjc);}secuﬂ of-
ficer of the state should be held re-
sponsible for the crisis between Tiv
and Fulani.

According him, each time Fulani
attack Tiv ements and kill people,
the governor will attribute it to crimi-
nals. He accused him of not showing
who the criminals are.

The lawmaker called on the gov-
ernor to stop paying lip service to the
bloody Tiv-Fulani violence but act de-
cisively to save the life of his constitu-
ents who are mostly affected by the
CriSis.

But sﬂ%ak'mg through his media
adx;'ser, goveTﬂr advisel»;:i the law-
maker to sto ayi itics with
the lives of ths : yﬂ:gaf}?e has done
enough and still doing more to find a
lasting solution to the lingering crisis.

Role of security

Another dimension has been
added to the continued attacks on farm-
ers h::lnd settlement with the sophisti-
cated weapons the suspected herds-
men used I:s:;ainst their harmless vic-
tims who are peasant farmers. Accord-
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ing the member representing Makurdi
North Avine Agbom, the attacks on Tiv
farmers are so sophisticated that he is
suspecting the involvement soldiers
from 72 Special Forces Battalion and
Nigeria Army School of Military Engi-
neerins (NASME), all located in

"He told The Nation that some of
the suspected Fulani herdsmen who at-
tacked Tiv farmers came with AK 47
and large catchment of ammunition
and wondered why nomadic Fulani
would acquire a weapon that cost more
than N300,000 just to killed a Tiv
farmer."

He called on the military high com-
mand to probe the activities of its men
in the state as they have lost the confi-
dence of Tiv farmers who they are de-

ployed to protect.

 Finding a solution

' Governor Suswam in his effort to
tackle the Tiv-Fulani crisis has set up the
Benue-Nasarawa Peace Committee and
another.committee comprising second
class tradition rulers in the affected local
government-area to find a lasting solu-
tion to the crisis.

All this has defied any known at-
tempts to find peace among the hitherto
two ethic groups. So far there are about
200 displace persons from Gwer west,
Makurdi, Guma, Logo and Agatu local
FDE’EI'I‘II‘I"IEI'ItS who have become home-
ess.

deaths, food and water smrﬂt?f lack of
proper medical attention and so on. Chil-
dren and women are mostly affected as
there is problem of malnutrition and
miscarriage.

Agbom called on the state govern-
ment {0 set up camps for the displaced
persons so that it would enable spirited
mdividuals to donate relief materials. He
also called on the federal govemment to
intervene or else Tiv people will be
wiped out completely.

The Tiv farmers said they have de-
cided to defend themselves now that it
seems government cannot protect
them. How they will defend them-
selves is not know but a Tiv farmer Tor
Unongo, said there are man}y ways that
the Tiv people would defend them-
selves.

But for now the crises rage on.




