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BOUT 5,500 Nigerians

have fled across the
orders with
Cameroon and Niger amid
renewed clashes between

the soldiers and Boko.
Haram insurgents, the UN's

Tefugee agency said yester-

day.

T{IE figure emerged as the
insurgents attacked two
Borno villages yestefaa%ré

Killing no fewer than 18

people.
Acﬂ'ian Edwards, spokes-

man for the UN High Com- -

missioner for Refugees,
said that 4,000 people had
fled to Cameroon since
mid-January, and 1,500 to
Niger.

In northern Cameroon,
UN aid workers met with
refugees from around the
town of Banki, which lies
just over the border in Ni-
geria.

“The refugees said their
villages were bombed, that
several people had been
killed and that at least two
villages were burnt to the
ground,” Edwards told re-
porters.

The Federal Government
imposed a state of emer-
gency in Adamawa, Borno
and Yobe State last May in a
bid to crush the sect’s insur-
gency.

Thousands of people have
fled across the bD]’dF{;I'E or to
other parts of Nigeria to
avoid being caught up in the
fighting, to escape attacks
by militants or to flee what
human rights groups say is
a heavy handed govern-
ment crackdown that has
also affected civilians.

The new influx raises the
number of Nigerian refu-
gees in Cameroon to more
than 12,400 — just over 2,000
of whom have been moved
to camps deeper inside the
country.

In Niger, meanwhile,
those who have fled include
8,000 Nigerians and 30,000
Niger nationals who had
been living in Nigeria.

The latest refugees there
told UN aid workers that
they had fled a village after
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5,500 flee Borno as Boko Haram kills 18

*Dozens of houses set ablaze * Displaced residents of 21 communities receive relief materials
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with agency report
its mosque was attacked,
seven people were killed
and 60 shops torched.

Most of the refugees were
women and children, and
were being hosted by the lo-
cal community, Edwards
said.

The UN has appealed to
countries in the region to
keep their borders open for
Nigerians who neeg a ha-
ven, and not to send back
any refugees.

mergency rule has
Iargell: succeeded in push-
ing the militants out of
towns and cities in the
wider north but attacks are
still frequent in some re-
mote areas, particularly in
the border regions.

Agency reports claimed
that no fewer than 18 peo-
ple were killed in the latest
attack on Njaba and Kaya
villages in Borno State gy
the Islamist sect.

Dozens of houses were
burnt in the two villages,
witnesses said yesterday.

The attacks came despite a

APC Reps
vow to abide

by party’s

directive to
block
Presidency’s
bills

HE APC Reps in the

House of Representa-

tives yesterday said
they will abide by the direc-
tive of their party that mem-
bers of the party in the Na-
tional Assembly should
block all proposals from the
Ry

ncy till the rule of law

military offensive aimed at
stemming violence in vul-
nerable rural areas.

“Suddenly we heard
gunshots in all directions
and cries for help from
women and children,” said
Wovi Pogu, nursing a gun-
shot wound from the attack
on Njaba in which 10 people
were Kkilled on Tuesday.

Five others were wounded
in the village.

“As I entered my house, I
was hit on leg and I fell
down, but I dragged myself
to a nearby shack where I hid
until the shooting subsided,”
he said, from his bed at a
Maiduguri hospital.

Another resident, Wadai
Mutah, said that Mude and
Kwaljiri villages were simi-
larly destroyed, but resi-
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dents escaped unharmed.

Fighters from Boko
Haram also shot dead eight

eople in Kaya village be-
ore razing it to the ground
on Wednesday, witnesses
said.

Col. Muhammadu Dole,
spokesman for the military
in the state, said he had no
further details on the inci-
dents.

The military offensive
against the four-and-a-half-
};ear-uld insurgency that

resident Goodluck
Jonathan ordered last May
has pushed the rebels into
remoter areas, but it has
failed to stem the violence.
[t has also triggered repris-
als on civilians.

Jonathan replaced his en-
tire military command last
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. Gnvemurship aspirant and Chairman of DHB Group, Hakee

after their inauguration in Lagos yesterday
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week, after some embar-
rassing security lapses in
rebel-affected areas, includ-
ing an attack on thg airport
and military barracks in
Maiduguri last month.

He also nominated Gen.
Aliyu Mohammed, a former
National Security Adviser
(NSA), a s a minister.

He is tipped to take the de-
fence portfolio.

Meanwhile, 21 communi-
ties of about five hundred
men women and children of
Jere Local Government Area
of the state who abandoned
their villages due to threats
from Boko Haram have
been given food items

worth millions of naira by

the state government.
Delivering the items to

representatives of the com-

munity, the Commissioner
of Justice, Shehu Lawan, said
that the communities were
not really attacked by Boko
Haram but they ran due to
fear of the sect.

According to him, the gov-
ernment had consulted with
security agents and had per-
fected plans to protect tllfese
villagers who had been
asked to go back to their
villages with escorts and
protection from soldiers.

Some of the items donated
include 2,000 sleeping mats
and blankets respectively,
100 matresses, 2(‘}?] bags of
rice and 100 jerry cans of
groundnut oil.

The villages affected by
the latest assault include
Allay, Ngao, Fante,
Gambari and Talbari.

"~ o
S ﬁ':i':l'
i b §§}%§§j;?“ﬁ”
1 o ; e e
- ?-_,.\;5'_.@.?.:"*.?:.: = -a-f.:'.;.-.l\.-\.'.-.p.-'\-\.-a-\.-.-

Sty .p-c--,{: )=l e oo
. E o e e o e

o

'.-:-:
.
L
24 & et B
. = e =
;G b ﬂ¢$;tl;ﬁ+§§:§h%ff'“f
el o g 3 3 i
o 1-'5:-'?‘3:“% ?;_:_i;.?_'-t.: ;15!':*:-; :'-? ol
o] s = 1 _3':';"" :1..’...::;12 gﬁﬁa_ﬂ:};w:v
. e i e A e R e e el e e Dl
e ki A e p ST S i bk 97 4
L g T i o e A M e e S R
wA e {5 e é.,:';-'e'ffﬁ ; ; 3 A &3-1'&_5&_':5_“:‘?:1:5_1:_"'
= T e g e R o i ol B e
i e R el A B R e R SR o
s e .,: e o g .IP.U.E .IE :::: T
e . e e b g G F
s A A e B e A e B el |
o o el A . 2t W r_-EJl'u!. 'ra-q :_\'E.:.-'.E,.'
Terils i
R ) .;ﬁﬁ a e o e
et iy Latietatht Ly
R .":'EE'PF{'.:-H-.:':T?E:- |
.l..;....;..\,.;..l.':h...-'il L .'L-\.:....+_1'._.5.r.:ﬂ. d-_'-\_,-\:l-l_'l-
i, o o e R et R o R
¢ BB A i e ot ke
o e i - st o
# o e g 5 ".% ;
B 1'::'5'5' _,.";{""' iiﬁ:
R s Rt wh o e o
s ol B P R
e rdf-r%ﬂ-ﬁf e
% F _5.:.1-!-.t.af- e
- o L e N

% i,:ﬁ-’, -
T R B
5 & 0 e ¥
a

b g = F
3 BN
SR e R -
e i e Tl gt
u1~_=;§§_¢w¢}

L
i

: d -i;.':-.__.
- ll-i.r_." . b |

- e
Plaie

...............

i

-

paign coordinators

h




