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Deathtrap called Rumuolumen:

Piqued by the

reports.

OUTHS of Rumuolu-

meni_ conTuTiyin

Obio/ Akpor Local —

ﬁerc eived in-
sensitivity on t

ernment over the plight of
members of Rumuolumeni/
Rumuepirikom/Iwofe com-
munities as a result of the di-
lapidated state of the single-
lane road, youths of the com-
munities took to the street to
protest government’s negli-

gence. ROSEMARY NWISI

Government Area of Rive
State recently blocked the ever-
busy Rumuolumeni/Ru-
muepirikom, [wote Road from
all forms of vehicular move-
ment to protest the continuous
deterioration of the road.

The demonstration, which
lasted for almost two weeks,
was meant to attract govern-
ments’ attention to the very
poor state of the road which
thev claimed have been ne-
glected by the state govern-
ment.

The vouth, numbering over
100, mounted blocks along the
road on daily basis to ensure no
vehicle goes in or out of the sin-
ele-lane road to several petro-
leum tank farms, Eagle Cement
tactory, Nigerian Naval Base,
and the Ignatius Ajuru, Univer-
sity of Eﬁucatinn.

They chanted different songs
to express their disappoint-
ments at the government, the
Monier Construction Compa-
ny (MCC) which is the contrac-
tor purportedly handling the
rehabililation of the road.

I'he youth accused Governor
Rotimi Amaechi of abandoning
the community (Rumuolume-
ni) and those indigenous to it
after they had overwhelming-
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e part of gov-

lv supported him during the
2011 general elections.

They insisted on blocking
the road to avoid vehicular
movement until MCC returns
tO site.

However, the state govern-
ment, through the Commis-
sioner for Works, Victor Gia-
dom, intervened by appealing
to the prutesﬁn ryou ths to stop
the protest and dismantle the
road blocks as dialogue with
government continues.

Giadom reportedly prom-
ised immediate remedial
works on the road; especially
the most horrible spots to al-
low for easy movement pend-
ing when the issues delaying
the main work would be .sut
dressed.

The Commissioner for
Works, however, gave approv-
al to companies nﬁemting in
the area to begin rehabilitation
of internal roads in the com-
munity as requested by the
youth to allow movement of
their vehicles and men.

Unfortunately, weeks after
the promise, no rehabilitation
work had begun on the road.
Instead, the situation of the
road is getting worse.

Last week, a fuel-laden tank:
er from one of the tank farms

l— -, . :
at Rumuolumeni lost its con-

trol and fell at the PHI‘E‘IEHT‘I

| deat).

» Activisks at an oil spill scene

Junction of the road. Its con-
tents emptied on a street adja-
cent to it. One person lost his.
life while soine others received
various degrees of burning in
the incident.

No fewer than four vehicles
were burnt. Several shops,
houses and electric poles were
also burnt.

Eye witness said after the
fue?—ladﬂn tanker fell; fuel
spilled into the street. The
product surged far and burst
mto flames on getting to where
a woman was frying bean cake
(akara).

While the fire raged, a mo-
torist suspected to be an engi-
neer working for one of the
companies at Iwofe was driv-
ing along the road when he
noticed the fire. Suspecting
danger, he jumped out of the
car ran for safety. He, howev-

er, rushed back to apparently
“Save some official documents.
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In the _LﬁrnEcss_, he was burnt to
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“According to our source, the
explosion from his car affect-
ed a close by storey building
and razed.

Although there was no ca-
sualty, a maid who tried to es-
cape from the burning house

by jumping down from the
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balcony of one of the storey
buildings in the premises out
of fear was injured and hospi-
talised.

Residents and road users
blamed the poor state of the
road for the incident, even as
they appealed for assistance
from state government.

They also expressed displea-
sure on the failure of Governor
Amaechi to visit the scene of
the incident and families of the
vichhms.

In a chat with Niger Delta
Report, a resident of one of the
houses torched who simply
identified himself as Wajino
said: “1 was inside the house.
It was my boss who noticed the
fire first because he was stand-
ing at the balcony of our apart-
ment.

“When he saw the fire com-
ing, he ran into the house and
asked us to carry the three chil-
dren. Shortly after, we rushed
out of the house. The car that
was parked close to this com-
pound immediately exploded
and the fire went upwards
onto the roof of one of the
buildings in the compound.
The entire compound was cov-
ered by thick smoke.

“We later discovered that
what we thought was water as
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it ﬁrilled the entire area was
fuel, after all.”

“People keep saying it was
diesel. They were not there
when the incident happened;
but I saw it, perceived the
odour and moreover, it isonly
fuel that can wreak the kind of
havocit did. If it was to be die-
sel, the fire would have been
minimal,

He, however, expressed
gratitude to God for saving
them from the incident, add-
ing: “In all, we give God the
glory because what happened
could have been worse. This
happened between 7:30 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. when most peo-
ple were still awake. Assum-
ing it happened when we had
slept, waking up and trying to
escape with sleepy eyes t-rvinﬁ
to wade through the thic
smoke and raging fire, it
would have been more tragic.

“The government should
understand that what the poor
need are basic infrastructure
like light, water and good ac-
cess roads, among others. As
you can see, the fuel-laden
tanker fell because the road is
in a terrible shape.

“Heavy duty vehicles ply
this road from morning to
morning. The government

should come to our aid by re-
habilitating this road so that
these avoidable accidents
could be prevented. This
would also save the Fmple
from unnecessary deaths.

“1 am not also happy that
since after the incident, Gov-
ernor Amaechi has not consid-
ered it worthwhile to visit the
scene orextend his condolenc-
es to the community and the
bereaved families.

“Human beings like him
died in those incidents; inno-
cent and law-abiding citizens
that were returning from
work. If governmentis alive to
its responsibilities and had
tixed the road before it deteri-
orates to this extent, the tank-
er would not have tallen and
the men would not have died,”
he said.

Reacting, the spokesman of
the vouth of the community,
Felix Chinda said: “I and oth-
er yvouths were at the Saint
John area of the community
when we heard about the fall-
en tanker with petru]eum
products. Before we got to the
Paragon Junction; the scene of
ac::i-fent. the tanker was al-
reacdy on fire.

Before this time, we have
been talking and appealing to
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government on the need to
make this road motorable and
passable.

“This road is so bad that
even pedestrians find it diffi-
cult to pass through it. Every
day, we witness several acci-
dents involving tankers on this
road. '

“It is unfortunate that the
government is not concerned
about the plight of the people.
Weare tax-rar g citizens. We
are pained that we are left
alone to our fate. What you
have seen here is a child's play.
When vou get to Big Tree area
where the community has its
market, vou will see a worse
situation.

Four vehicles were burnt.
Shops and fu:-uli'ric s other
means of livelihood were bumnt.
At this time of the year, a 33-
transmission line was caught
off from the electric poles while
no fewer than 10 poles were
damaged by the fire. Two dif-
ferent storey buildings and a
bungalow were tﬂrched and
several fences were damaged,
among others.

“Weare still appealing to the
state government to come to
our help. After the youth of the
area haked the roads pre-
venting any form of vehicular
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movements, the Ministry of
Works met with companies in
the area. Government prom-
1Ised to direct the MCC
centractorhandling the project
to come up with a palliative
measure pending when seri-
ous construction work will be
carried out on the road. Unfor-
tunately, three weeks after the
protest, neither the govern-
ment nor MCC has shown any
sign of seriousness to com-
mence work on the road.
"Governments are gelling a
lot of revenues from compa-
nies operating here every
month, yet the companies have
no access to their businesses as
a result of the state of the roads.
They companies are crying,
residents are lament ng, farm-
ers are worst hit as their farm
products cannot be conveyed
to the places they are needed.
Also commenting, the chair-
man of the youth organisation,
Noble Nnamdi Oluegele ap-
ealed to government to look
into the people’s plight.
“Both the federal and state
governments have investment
in Rumuolumeni. The commu-
nity also hosts the Nigeria Na-
val Base; the University of Ed-
ucation and the renowned Ea-
gle Cement factory, among

-Iwofe Road

others.”
Mike Okonkwo, a road user
whose vehicle sunk at the bad

—spotat Big Tree expressed sad-

ness on the state of the road
and called on the government
to fix the road.

“We are not happy over the
dilapidated state of this road.
| have been here since two
days; there is no road to pass
through. Yet, we are conveys
ing products as dangerous as
PMS (fuel), on a road like this.

“We are appealing to 50\'-
ernment to fix the road o
avoid unnecessary loss of lives
and property,” he said.

Members of the Natior
Union of Petroleum and |
ural Gas Workers (NUPENGH)
and the state government e
trading blames on what cause
the unfortunate incident
While NUPENG blamed the
poor state of the road for the
incident, the government said
it was caused by tankers that
are not road worthy that wese
used to convey petroleum
products.

Efforts to reach the Comnus
sioner for Works and the offi-
cials of the MCC for commenis
failed. Their telephone con
tacts were not available as al
press time.




