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DHQ orders tighter security The boat was conveying traders, mainly women, from Malilli Market to Tunga Illo Village when it capsized MORE FROM NEWS

in Yobe. Bo 9 Ad about 2pm with all passengers feared dead.
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Agency put the figure of the dead at 22 with over 42 missing. DHQ orders tighter security in Yobe, Born:

Though details of the incident remained sketchy as nobody could ascertain its cause, some traders who Adamawa

missed the ill-fated boat said there were over 150 passengers on board. Attack horrific, says Europen Union
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It was gathered that a search- and- rescue operation was launched no sooner than the news of the mishap . -
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Local swimmers from Malilli and neighbouring villages have recovered 42 bodies from the river as at noon President

yesterday while efforts have been intensified to find the missing 100 passengers. How PDP, Presidency plan to rig 2015 poll

Another team of rescuers had been dispatched for possible survivors along the bank of the river and APC

corpses that might have drowned. Jonathan plans to arrest Obasanjo, Atiku,
says Baraje PDP

The Public Relations Officer (PRO) of Niger State Emergency Management Agency, Mallam Ibrahim Hussaini, Fed Gowt, Chinese firm sign $1.3b Zunger

confirmed the incident in a telephone interview. electric contract

He said: “At the moment, search and rescue are ongoing on the river. For now, 58 persons have been
rescued. We shall avail the press and the public details of the incident later but the agency had dispatched
its officers to assist the villagers in the rescue efforts.”

He added that the 58 persons rescued have been taken to the General Hospital, New Bussa. Among those
still missing is the village head of Malali and a staff of the National Park.

Governor Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu commiserated with the families of the victims. In a statement by his Chief
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d it was disheartening for such a tragedy to
h challenges to better the lot of the people.

Press Secretary, Mallam Danladi Ndayebo, the gover
befall the state at a time when government is grappl

He urged those involved with water transportation to be more careful, especially during the raining season
when water level is usually high.

The statement added that the state’s emergency management agency had since deployed its officials to the
scene of the mishap to ascertain the extent of losses incurred with a view to compensating families of the
victims.
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Locals rescued some victims, picked up bodies. NSEMA do their thing. The Governor Top Properties

admonished the ferry operators to be more careful next time. The dead bury their
dead. People forget by the next day. Ferry operators go back to packing their ferries to
the full. Life goes on; until another mishap. We wring our hands, cry and moan; repeat
the whole cycle again - until the next mishap.

Well, | really do not blame our officials that do not want to get involved in preventing
these sorts of avoidable accidents and make peoples' lives better. The anti-people
policy brigade will be out in full force if they tried. That is because laws will have to be
made; ferry operators will be required to provide life jackets for all passengers any time
they are on boats; they will be restricted to only a number of passengers, and so on. All
these will prevent these sorts of needless deaths. However, it will demand some initial
costs from the operators, who will cry out that they are being punished by the
government. The anti-people policy brigade will take it up, but will be strangely quiet
when these mishaps happen. | guess they love the misery of the down trodden.
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