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HAOS took the place of peace in [hunbo, a
community in Ipokia Local G
4, Ugun State, recently, following the

killing of a commercial motorcycle opera tor,
~vasanjo Idowu Gbadamosi, alleged some
officials of the Nigerian Custoins Service.

ngry residents went on the rampage, hauling
missiles at both the customsmen and the police
who were drafted to the scene to restore the

peace.
[t took the intervention of soldiers from the

nearby 139 Battalion Brigade, Owode, to
disperse the protesters and contain the brewing
violence. _
According to eyewitness accounts, the late 38
Gbadamosi was conveying two bags of rice on e

his motorcycleé for some traders when he was  J§ :

flagged down by customsmen at a checkpoint
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1n Thunbo, and demanded for “kola ” S
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said to have explained t P 5y
earlier 'sett ed' them but thez wouldnottake £+

“any of that i

~Aneyewitness, Muritala Adele, said: “It is
the usual practice for customsmen to demand
'kola’ from commercial motorcycle operators
when they are conveying goods for traders on
Idiroko Road. The deceased was a colleague and he was on

e e T What else can | do? The customsmen did
;;:}t]l;?btl};i? They opened fire on him twice and he fell in a They have kKilled my son not S_hOOt the :
e Ml 2nd left my heartto  § motorcyclist. It was just
disperse the pl‘ﬂtﬁﬁt@]“:‘r%‘ff_‘r? met with stiF;f rg&iiﬁtanﬁe as the aChe. I have IEft dn acc'dent I“VOIV' ':'g d
A oo o G e s everything to God Smuggler, who ran into
because He is the a trailer while trying to
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deceased was allegedly attacked by the customsmen
because he refused to stop when he was flagged down, and

he refused because he felt the officers should know that he u Iti m ate j u dge Of ma n avo i d C U Stoms Office 'S
had “settled’.

The source said: “He had earlier ‘dropped something’ and and He Wi" jUdge hiS on patrOI at 'hunbo!

so was shocked when tl ain stopped him to demand ; ! okia Local
Pt W Killors — Mother of the  acrte o

down. This was what got the officers annoyed and they

fired some shots to scare !ﬂm. %ﬂ-p-p‘mmm— de ceased B PO I i ce

did not deter hi mo
and in an attempt to escape, he ran into a truck that crushed

‘him to death,” .KUIl]_e AKINRINADEm market when the car she was travelling in ran into a~
-Recalling the incident, elder brother of the deceased, checkpoint manned by some customsmen.” o
Tajudeen Gbadamosi, said: “The incident happened on Lagos State, where he also met his wife, Chidinma. The When our corr espondent sought the response Uf the
_Tugsda}r August 20, 2013, at about 5 pm. My brother was marriage produced two children but he relocated to SquESman of Ogun Customs T’:ummand, Mr. Chike
conveying two bags of rice for one his customers on his Ihunbo because of his inability to secure better Ng_lge, on the teleph_nne, he Sald he was not 2wt Qfthe
motorbike. When he got to Ita-E gbe in Thunbo, some employment in Lagos. After an endless search for job, he 1ncident and asked for some time to consult the Idiroko
customsmen at a checkpoint stopped him. decided to work as a commercial motorcycle operator, Cnrrun‘and. He, ‘hnw?ver - called back a few hours later
“He believed that he had ‘settled’ them earlier and that which he did until his tragic death. and said the officers involved were not of the Ogun -
they should not have stopped him again. He tried to explain >peaking further, Tajudeen, said: "Afl ter he finished Cﬂmm:arf. & b .
that to them. He had barely left the scene when they threw from AOCOED, he went further to train as a computer 2 said: "I have confirmed the incident, b_-ut e
heavy sticks at him and fired two shots. It was while he was engineer and much later as a telecom technician. Buthe arenotinvolved. f’_&ltl"‘luugh we ha ve a checkpoint close
trying to evade the bullets that he ran into an oncoming relocated to our home town when things were no longer  to the scene of the lI'lL:ldE‘ni', Fhe officers inyolved are
truck that crushed him to death okay for him. from the Controller General's Squad on complementary
The mother of the deceased, Madam Medese Gbadamosi, Iraders usually patronise okada riders in this e SwAg S patral £

community to transport goods for them. It is unfortunate Confirming the incident in a telephone conversation
that he was mistaken for a smuggler by the customsmen  With our ‘-?UTTESPUI"fdt‘“t: the Public Relations Qfﬁﬂer of
that chased him to death. Despite their complicity in his  the Ogun State Police Command, Mr. Olumuyiwa

was surrounded by sympathisers when our correspondent
visited their family house. She could not Immediately grant
our correspondent an audience as she stared into space,

seemingly oblivious of the goings on around her. death, they even refused to release his body until 1 Adejobi, hff’w?‘“?fr Sajd:fiThf-‘ customsmen djd_nut shoot

A few minutes later, she managed to contain her emotion, insisted on having his corpse for burial according to the motorcyclist. It yos ust an accidentanvolving o
saying: “What else can I do? They have killed my son and lsiamj{; rites. Hence, his remains were buried the e ﬁrhﬂ SMUENG @ trader wiNa trylpg REANOIG
left my heart to ache. I have left everything to God because f-:::]luwmg day. | : customs officers on patrol at Thunbo, Ipokia Local
He is the ultimate judge of man and He will judge his - We had wanted to take the matter up with the : {overnment, et
killers.” S CI:IStDmS authorities, but the family later changed their [tis true fbﬂt the incident sparked protests by

The deceased 27-year-old was said to be a graduate of mind. ... Just two months ago, they killed one {:_:f our .- residents, hut- our men responded PTF‘PH}’ and

e | | | sisters called Fausat. She was on het way to a hearby - brought thesituation under control.”
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