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UNIUYO protest: Six students die

Six stud e nts d ie d  ye ste rd ay o ve r the  vio le nt p ro te st at the  Unive rs ity o f Uyo  (UNIUYO).

Amo ng  the  d e ad  is  King sle y, a 200-le ve l g e o lo g y stud e nt and  Do nald  Onukao g u, the  Se nate  Pre sid e nt o f the  Natio nal Asso ciatio n o f
Nig e rian Stud e nts (NANS).

The re  is  co ntro ve rsy o ve r ho w Kinsle y d ie d , b ut the  NANS se nate  p re sid e nt and  fo ur o the rs d ie d  in a ro ad  crash in Ab ia State . The y we re
o n the ir way to  Uyo  to  me d iate  in the  cris is .

UNIUYO stud e nts accuse d  se curity o p e rative s o f kil l ing  King sle y, p o p ularly kno wn as ‘KC’, d uring  the  p ro te st o ve r the  alle g e d
e xp lo itative  te nd e ncie s o f Vice  Chance llo r Pro f. Co mfo rt Ekp o .

A me mb e r o f the  Stud e nts ’ Unio n Go ve rnme nt, who  p le ad e d  no t to  b e  name d  said  a se curity ag e nt sho t King sle y d e ad .

He  said  King sle y’s kil l ing  ang e re d  the  re st o f the  stud e nts who  se t ab laze  the  Vice  Chance llo r’s  O ffice , De p uty Vice  Chance llo r’s  O ffice
(Acad e mic) and  Re co rd s Office .

A vis it to  the  c ity camp us o f the  unive rs ity sho we d  that 12 ve hic le s, so me  o f the m o wne d  b y the  unive rs ity, we re  d e stro ye d  d uring  the
p ro te st.

The  stud e nts also  d e stro ye d  e q uip me nt in the  Exams and  Re co rd s Unit, Finance  and  Acco unts, Inte rnal Aud it and  Cash Office .

The  Co mp ute r Mainte nance  De p artme nt was also  no t sp are d , as hard  d iscs and  o the r fac il i tie s we re  re mo ve d  b y the  stud e nts.

The  p e ace ful p ro te st o ve r hike  in transp o rt fare s, which starte d  e arly o n We d ne sd ay, d e g e ne rate d , re sulting  in the  d e structio n o f
p ro p e rty.

Sp e aking  to  NAN, the  Chairman o f the  UNIUYO b ranch o f the  Acad e mic Staff Unio n o f Unive rs itie s (ASUU), Mr Anyim Nwachukwu, said  that
he  was no t aware  o f what e xactly le d  to  the  p ro te st.

Nwachukwu said  that whe n the  cris is  starte d , he  and  so me  le cture rs “manag e d  to  e scap e  fro m camp us”.

“We  we re  o nly thro wing  p e b b le s, wate r in sache ts and  b o ttle s afte r it b e cause  o b vio us that the  p o lice  o nly arrive d  at the  sce ne  to  kil l  us.
The y (the  p o lice ) we re  sho o ting  sp o rad ically and  firing  te ar-g as caniste rs at us.

“The y (the  p o lice ) fire d  te ar-g as caniste rs into  the  fe male  ho ste ls. Many o f o ur fe male  stud e nts g o t injure d . The ir b ulle t ki l le d  King sle y”,
the  SUG o ffic ial said .

But the  p o lice  said  the y co uld  no t e xp lain what kil le d  King sle y b e cause  his b o d y was b ro ug ht fro m ins id e  the  camp us to  the  ro ad  whe re
the  p o lice  sto o d  b y the  stud e nts d uring  the  p ro te st.

Po lice  sp o ke sman Etim Dickso n said  o nly o ne  p e rso n d ie d  d uring  the  p ro te st.

Dickso n said  45 rio te rs co mp ris ing  o f UNIUYO stud e nts and  o the rs fro m Bid a Po lyte chnic and  Mad o nna unive rs ity we re  arre ste d  d uring
the  p ro te st.

“It is  has b e e n e stab lishe d  that o ne  stud e nt d ie d  d uring  ye ste rd ay’s p ro te st b y Unive rs ity o f Uyo  stud e nts. A 200 le ve l Ge o lo g y stud e nt
d ie d . We  we re  ab le  to  g e t this  fro m the  stud e nts who  b ro ug ht the  b o d y fro m ins id e  the  camp us to  the  ro ad .

“Yo u kno w we  canno t e nte r the  camp us, we  have  to  b e  o uts id e . It was the  p ro te sting  stud e nts who  b ro ug ht the  b o d y to  us o n the  ro ad  and
it was co lle cte d  fro m the m.

“The  mo the r o f the  d e ce ase d  has co me  to  us. She  mad e  a state me nt. I want to  say o ne  200 le ve l s tud e nt d ie d . The  cause  o f the  d e ath we
d o n’t kno w ye t.

“Also , ab o ut 45 o the r stud e nts co ming  fro m d iffe re nt unive rs itie s we re  arre ste d . So me  o f the  stud e nts arre ste d  d uring  the  p ro te st came
fro m Bid a Po lyte chnic and  we  also  have  so me  fro m Mad o nna Unive rs ity.

“What kil le d  the  b o y fro m ins id e  the  scho o l we  d o n’t kno w? The y o nly d ro p p e d  the  b o d y o n the  ro ad  b e cause  the y said  the y wante d  to
carry the  b o d y to  g o ve rnme nt ho use  and  we  to ld  the m no , it is  no t the ir d uty and  we  co lle cte d  the  b o d y fro m the m.

On the  stud e nts ’ c laim that a trig g e r-hap p y p o lice man sho t the ir co lle ag ue , Etim said : “Le t the  stud e nts find  o ut who  sho t the  b o y and  at
what p o int? The y wil l c laim b ut inve stig atio n wil l p ro ve . Eve n the re  is  a b ig  charm tie d  to  the  le ft wris t o f the  b o d y. I d o n’t kno w whe the r it is
a mo d e rn wris twatch.”

UNIUYO stud e nts stag e d  a p e ace ful p ro te st o n We d ne sd ay fo llo wing  the  intro d uctio n o f N2,000 GST fe e  and  N200 transp o rt fe e  fo r
sc ie nce  stud e nts fro m the ir camp us o n Ikp a Ro ad  to  the  p e rmane nt s ite  in Nsukara Offo t b y the  unive rs ity manag e me nt.

The  stud e nts accuse d  the  vice -chance llo r o f inco mp e te nce  in manag ing  the  affairs  o f the  institutio n. The y d e mand e d  he r sack.

The  accid e nt, which le d  to  the  d e ath o f the  NANS se nate  p re sid e nt and  fo ur o the rs, o ccurre d  at Ariam in Ikwuano  Lo cal Go ve rnme nt Are a
o f Ab ia State . It was alo ng  the  Umuahia -Iko t Ekp e ne  fe d e ral hig hway. Se ve n o the r stud e nts sustaine d  injurie s.

The  accid e nt invo lve d  a Hiace  b us in which the  stud e nts we re  trave ll ing  and  an articulate d  ve hic le  (traile r) that was co ming  fro m Akwa
Ib o m, which lo st co ntro l b e fo re  ramming  into  the  stud e nts ’ b us.

The  NANS p re sid e nt was a Maste r’s  stud e nt o f Co mp ute r Scie nce / ICT at the  Fe d e ral Unive rs ity o f Te chno lo g y, Owe rri (FUTO), Imo  State .

The  o the r stud e nts who  d ie d  in the  crash are : Ab d ulaze e z Kab ir O lad ime ji (Unive rs ity o f Ib ad an), Je rry So rkaa (Be nue  State  Unive rs ity),
Jap he t Duru (Fe d e ral Po lyte chnic, Ne ke d e ) and  Asa Ejiate  (De lta State  Unive rs ity). The  d e ce ase d  we re  trave ll ing  to  Uyo  fo r me d iate  in
the  UNIUYO rio t, which c laime d  life  o f a stud e nt o n We d ne sd ay.
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The  b o d ie s we re  d e p o site d  at the  Fe d e ral Me d ical Ce ntre , Umuahia mo rtuary. The  injure d  are  re ce iving  tre atme nt at the  ho sp ital. One  o f
the  stud e nts was tre ate d  and  d ischarg e d . He  le ft fo r Owe rri.

The re  was te nsio n within the  me d ical ce ntre  as stud e nts o f te rtiary institutio ns within Umuahia and  its  e nviro ns sto rme d  the  p lace .

Ab ia State  Go ve rno r The o d o re  Orji vis ite d  the  ho sp ital imme d iate ly he  le arnt ab o ut the  inc id e nt, which d e scrib e d  as a calamity. He  said
it was d ishe arte ning  fo r future  le ad e rs to  d ie  thro ug h accid e nt.

The  co o rd inato r, Zo ne  B o f NANS, Chino nso  Ob asi thanke d  the  g o ve rno r fo r symp athis ing  with the m.

Natio nal Asso ciatio n o f Nig e rian Stud e nts, Jo int Camp use s Co mmitte e  (NANS JCC) Chairman, Co mrad e  Fo rtune  Ife ka e xp re sse d  sho ck
o ve r the  d e ath o f Onukao g u.

In a state me nt in Nne wi o n b e half o f the  stud e nts o f Anamb ra State , Ife ka said  if the ir d e aths we re  cause d  b y the  p o lice  as alle g e d , the
p o lice me n sho uld  b e  fishe d  o ut and  mad e  to  b e ar the  co nse q ue nce s o f the ir actio n.

He  ad d e d  that it is  re g re ttab le  that o ve r 15 stud e nts had  b e e n kil le d  in the  last two  mo nths in manne rs that co uld  have  b e e n avo id e d  if
the  strike s and  c lo sure  o f scho o ls we re  no t o n.

A fe w ho urs afte r the  d e ath o f the  Se nate  Pre sid e nt o f the  Natio nal Asso ciatio n o f Nig e rian Stud e nts (NANS), Do nald  Onukao g u, and  fo ur
o the r stud e nts, who  we re  trave ll ing  to  Uyo , the  Akwa Ib o m State  cap ital to  me d iate  in the  rio t that e ng ulf the  Unive rs ity o f Uyo  (UNIUYO)
o n We d ne sd ay, the  NANS p re sid e nt, Co mrad e  Yinka Gb ad e b o , and  so me  o ffic ials  o f the  stud e nts ’ b o d y we re  attacke d  ye ste rd ay in
Ib ad an b y Op e ratio n Burst task fo rce .

Op e ratio n Burst is  the  Oyo  State  jo int se curity o utfit.

Gb ad e b o  was said  to  b e  le ad ing  a p ack o f p ro te ste rs, mainly stud e nts o f hig he r institutio ns in Oyo  State . The  p ro te ste rs b arricad e d  the
ro ad  le ad ing  the  Unive rs ity Co lle g e  Ho sp ital (UCH), d e mand ing  that all camp use s b e  shut d o wn to  mo urn the  d e ath o f the  NANS
o ffic ials , who  d ie d  in an accid e nt ye ste rd ay alo ng  Umuahia-Iko t Ekp e ne  hig hway.

The  Natio n le arnt that o p e rative s o f the  task fo rce  vis ite d  the  sce ne  to  d isp e rse  the  p ro te ste rs, who  p re ve nte d  the  mo to ris ts fro m having
e asy mo ve me nt alo ng  the  ro ad . Gb ad e b o  was said  to  have  d ire cte d  the  stud e nts no t to  le ave  the  ro ad , urg ing  the m to  stay b ack. This
le d  to  his  arre st b y the  task fo rce  me n.

The  task fo rce  late r re le ase d  Gb ad e b o  o n the  sp o t and  he  was take n to  a ho sp ital in Ib ad an, fo r tre atme nt.

Gb ad e b o , who  was re sp o nd ing  to  tre atme nt d e cline d  to  co mme nt o n his whe re ab o uts.

Wo limo h said : “We  we re  ho ld ing  a p ro te st in Ib ad an whe n Op e ratio n Burst came  to  attack us. The  NANS p re sid e nt was manhand le d  b y
the  p o lice me n, who  injure d  him o n the  he ad  and  rig ht e ye . Five  o the r stud e nts we re  also  injure d  b ut I wil l  no t te ll yo u the  ho sp ital whe re
the y are  re ce iving  tre atme nt.”
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