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N wan o s i ke  O n u , Awka Su n n y N wan kwo , Ab a

Nine students g oing  for JAMB die in Aba auto crash

•Five  ot he rs kille d in Awka

Nine  stud e nts o n the ir way to  Ab a fro m Po rt Harco urt fo r to d ay’s Unifie d  Te rtiary Matriculatio n Examinatio n (UMTE) ye ste rd ay lo st the ir
l ive s in a mo to r accid e nt.

Twe lve  o the r p asse ng e rs we re  kil le d  in a se p arate  accid e nt in Awka,Anamb ra State , ye ste rd ay, afte r a traile r ramme d  into  thre e  o the r
ve hic le s.

The  Fe d e ral Ro ad  Safe ty Co mmissio n (FRSC), ho we ve r co nfirme d  five  d e ad  and  17 injure d  in the  accid e nt at the  Nnamd i Azikiwe
Unive rs ity junctio n.

The  firs t accid e nt o ccurre d  at Ob e aku-Ihe  in Ug wunag b o r Lo cal Go ve rnme nt Are a o f Ab ia State  b e twe e n a Hiace  b us with re g istratio n
numb e r, Rive rs XY 249 PHC and  a Mack Truck with re g istratio n numb e r XC 109 SLK.

Se ve n d ie d  o n the  sp o t while  two  d ie d  in ho sp ital.

The  Po lice  Pub lic  Re latio ns Office r, (PPRO), Ge o ffre y Og b o nna, who  co nfirme d  the  inc id e nt, said  the  re mains o f the  d e ad  inc lud ing  the
d rive r o f the  b us and  his co nd ucto r had  b e e n d e p o site d  at the  mo rtuary.

The  injure d  we re  rushe d  to  the  ho sp ital fo r tre atme nt.

The  PPRO said : “the  stud e nts we re  co ming  fro m Po rt Harco urt to  Ab a in a Hiace  b us whe n the ir d rive r ramme d  into  the  Mack truck p acke d
b y the  ro ad  s id e  o f the  e xp re ss.

He  said  that mo st o f the  15 p asse ng e rs we re  b e lie ve d  to  b e  o n the ir way to  Ab a fo r the  UTME, ag ainst the  b ackg ro und  o f ite ms
re co ve re d  fro m the  sce ne  o f the  accid e nt.

An e ye witne ss, who  g ave  his name  as Victo r Ihe akamd u said  that the  b us d rive r lo st co ntro l o f his  ve hic le  whe n he  wante d  to  o ve rtake  the
ve hic le  in fro nt o f him.

“Whe n he  saw an o nco ming  ve hic le  afte r he  had  e ng ag e d  in o ve rtaking  the  car in fro nt o f him, he  ve e re d  o ff the  e xp re ss and  the n
ramme d  into  the  Mack truck that was p acke d  o n the  ro ad .”

The  o the r accid e nt was cause d  afte r the  b rake  o f the  d ie se l-lad e n traile r une xp e cte d ly faile d , le aving  the  d rive r to  lo se  co ntro l.

Time  was 4p m .

The  traile r ramme d  into  thre e  L-300 Mitsub ishi b use s.

Offic ials  o f the  Fe d e ral Ro ad  Safe ty Co mmissio n (FRSC), p o lice , army and  the  Civil De fe nce  Co rp s (NCSDC) p e rso nne l had  a he ctic
time  trying  to  re scue  the  injure d  and  c le ar the  ro ad  fo r smo o th traffic .

The  FRSC Se cto r Co mmand e r, Mr. Hyg e nius Ome je , co nfirme d  the  accid e nt and  the  casualty fig ure s.
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