HREE North Korean
doctors were killed yes-
terday in Potiskum, the

commercial city of Yobe State.
One of them was beheaded.
The others had their throats
slit.

The night attack came after
Friday’s killing of nine wom-
en health workers who were
administering polio vaccina-
tion on children in Kano.

No %’roup has claimed re-
sponsibility for the killin\ﬁ of

e foreign doctors, but Yobe
State, along with neighbour-
ing Borno State, is the epicen-
tre of the activities of Boko
Haram. @ ~"""°°-

The Tundamentalist sect re-
cently declared a ceasefire, say-
ing that some criminal groups
had been using its name to
perpetrate violence.

The attackers apparently
struck at the North Korean
doctors inside their home, said
Dr. Mohammed Mamman,
chairman of the Hospital Man-
agement Board of Yobe State.

e North Korean doctors had
no security guards at their res-
idence and typically travelled
around the city via three-wheel
taxis without a police escort,
officials said.

By the time soldiers arrived
at the house, they found the
doctors’ wives cowering in a
ﬂo‘&ller bed outsi?he th;:ir grgle.
Atthe pro , they found the
bodiespof It)l'l(:‘tle-?,nen,)z;.ll bearing
what ;ai];peared to be machete
wounds.

An Associated Press (AP)
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journalist later saw the North
Korean doctors’ bodies before
they were moved to nearby
Bauchi state for safe keeping.
Two of the men had their
throats slit. Attackers behead-
ed the other doctor.

The doctors lived in a quiet
neighborhood filled with oth-
er modest homes in the town.

Initially, doctors at the hos~
pital who worked with the

hysicians identified them as

eing from South Korea. The
golice identified the dead as
eing from China. But Mam-

man told reporters those’

killed were from North Ko-
rea who had lived in the state
since 2005 as part of a medical
programme between the state

- and the North Korean govern-

ment. ;

Yobe State Police Commis-
sioner Sanusi Rufai confirmed
that the attack took place. He
said officers had begun an in-
vestigation. Rufai said some
arrests had been made.

The Yobe State Government
in a statement by the Abdui-
lahi Bego the Special' Adviser
on Media and Affairs to
Governor Gaidam con-
denmed the killings.

The statement said: “Yobe
State Government received
with shock news of the mur-
der of three doctors from the
Democratic People’s Repubh'c
of Korea (DPRK) in Potiskum
today. The doctors, working
for the State Government,

were killed in the early hours
of Sunday at their residence by
unknown en.

“The Yobe State Govern-
ment strongly condemns the
murder of fiese doctors, who
have contributed immensely
to irn‘froving healthcare ser-
vice delivery in the state. Ar-
rangements are being made
with the Korean coordinator
to transfer the remains of the
deceased to their home coun-

as soon as possible.

“The State Government, on
behalf of the entire people of
Yobe State, also expresses its
heartfelt condolences to the
families of the deceased, the
Korean Ambassador to Nige-
ria and the people and gov-
ernment of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) over this sad and un-
fortunate incident.

“The Yobe State Govern-
ment will offer every possi-
ble support to the security
agencies to track and prose-
cute the perpetrators of this

iminal and condemnable act.
The state government will
also continue to partner the se-
curity agencies to ensure the
safety Qf,people’s life and

roperty.”
P ngcl)-?jiaram (Western edu-
cation is sacrilege) has been
attacking government build-
ings and security forces over
the last tKear and ahalf. In 2012
alone, the group was blamed

for killing at least 792 le,
according to a count bm
“Unknown attackers scaled

over the fence of an apartmeht
in Potiskum housing the three

doctors around 1:00 am and slit-

their throats,” Yobe State Po-
lice Commissioner Sanusi
Rufa’i told AFP. :

“Unfortunately, when they
were posted and assumed du-

ties as expatriates, the police
were not notified to give them

adequate security coverage.

“As I 'am talking to you now,
I am in Potiskum. 'lziwe three
male health workers have been
confirmed dead while we are
still working to uncover the
details,” he said.

“It is still premature to point
any accusing fingers but we
have commenced investiga-
tion to unravel the killings,”
he said.

Alocal resident said the bod-
ies of the Koreans were found
in their room Sunday morn-
indg by neighbours who alert-
ed the security agents who in
turn forced the door open.

They were found slain after
’t’é)eo le became worried when

e doctors did not open their
door in the morning,” a resi-
dent who did not want to be
named told AFP.

He said the victims had their
throats slit, but it was not im-
mediately clear if the assail-
ants also came with .

A resident Adamu(not real
name) said six walked straight
to the compound tied up the
doctors and slited their throats
one after the other with other
two taking position at the gate
while the gruesome act was

from the gunmen givini or-

doctors killed in Y

going on. ) :

He said: “I was peeping
through the window when six
armed men walked to the
house of the doctors in this

- area. Two of them took. posi-

tions at the gate, while four en-
tered the house. Ten minutes
later, I started hearing the
cries; and yelling probably

ders to their colleagues. But I
cannot tell you whether all the
three doctors were killed or
not, because I did not hear the
sounds of any gunshot fired by
the sus%ects that night.”

Another resident said he
woke up and saw the head of
one of the doctors placed in
front of-the gate.

The Emir of Fika, and Chair-
man of Yobe State Traditional
Council of Chief, Alhaji Mu-
hammadu Ibn Mohammed
Idrissa Abali, also condemned
the killing. He urged the JTF
and the police to deploy more
troops in Potiskum, as the

obe

town have continued to be tar-
gets of the insurgent.

The chairman of the Nigeria
Medical Association (NME) in
the state condemned the kill-
ings. In a statement, Dr Adamu
Umar, said: “The NMA in Yobe
State is saddened by the news of
the gruesome murder of the

_three Korean health workers in

Potiskum. ”

Yesterday’s attack also fol-
lowed a spate of killings of Chi-
nese nationals in the northeast
in recent months.

In November last year, gun-
men shot dead two Chinese con-
struction workers in Borno State.

On October 19, a Chinese con-
struction worker was killed in
Maiduguri. Another Chinese
national was shot dead on Octo-
ber 7 in Gubio, outside Maidug-
uri.

The killings of the Chinese
nationals at %he time prompted
Beijing to lodée a diplomatic
protest to the Federal Govern-
ment. )

NMA seeks passage of bill

HE Nigerian Medical

Association

(NMA)yesterday urged
the National Assembly to pass
the 2012 National Health Bill
(NHB).

Its ui:vremdent Dr Osaghon
Enabulele, made the call at a
briefing in Lagos.

Enabulele said the bill,
which is being considered by
the National ly would
reform the country’s health sec-
tor.

According to him, the health
system has failed to meet the
avnectatione of the neople.

By Wale Adepoju

times predominating and
characterised by poor health
outcomes.

“High maternal mortality,
infant mortality and low lite
expectancy, worse than Ghana,
“ he said.

He said the financing of
health care was largely done
from the pockets of the people,
which was not proper.

He said the passage of the
bill would address the medical
tourism crisis which contrib-
uted to the loss of over $500
million vearlv.
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