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Ezu river tragedy: 11 more bodies to
be exhumed next week

LEVEN more of the
corpses recovered
from Ezu River in
Anambra State are expected
to be exhumed for autopsy

next week.

& Nwanosike ONU, Awka ®

Seven others have already
been exhumed for the same
purpose.

The state Commissioner
for Health, Dr Lawrence

Ikeakor, told The Nation
yesterday that the corpses
would be reburied some-
where else after the autopsy.

The reburial away from
the community is to remove

Court voids National Lottery
Commission’s powers to issue licence

Federal High Court in
Lagos has held that the
ational Lottery Regu-
latory Commission (NLRC),
lacked the powers to issue lot-
tery licenses to firms interested
in lottry business in the coun-
try in view of an existing right
in that regard granted to a firm
— Secure Electronics Technol-
ogy Plc.
ugtice OkeChlﬂhﬁUkwued gllkleke’ in
aju ent, nuilifi of
hgengsn issued by NLRC :Ie;rc{
its establishment. The judge re-
affirmed the exclusivity of the
licence granted to Secure Elec-
tronics Technology Plc by the
President of the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria.

The judgment delivered on
Thursday afternoon, was in a
suit no FHC/L/CS/1258,/2012
filed by Constant Shareholders
Association of Nigeria, Shehu
Malam Mikail, Oyetunde

a EricIKHILAE ®

Olaitan, Sosanwo Sinai and
Sonibare Waheed against the
President, Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Minister of Justice and
Attorney-General of the Fed-
eration, C and

lSec:ure Electronic Technology
Plc.

Justice Okeke held that ac-
cording to the exclusive right

anted to Secure Electronic

resident, FRN, Secure Elec-
tronic is entitled to exclusive
ri§hts on lottery licensing foi
1

years be§mmn' g from De-
cember 19, 2001 (when it was

anted) to December 18, 2016
when it will expire) and enti-
tled to renewal.

The judge granted an injunc-
tion restraining NLRC from
continuing to grant licences to
transact lottery business in Ni-
geria to any entity or person

until the expiration of the ex-
clusivity period reserved to
Secure Electronic by its licence
dated December 19, 2001
deemed granted to it under Sec-
tion 32 of the National Lotter-
ies Act 2005 by the President,
FRN.

“All licences issued by the
National Lottery Regulatory
Commission l2’NLRC) are
invalid and nullified. The Com-
mission is restrained from is-
suing licences to any other per-
son,” Justice Okeke said.

The action was instituted by
Constant Shareholders Asso-
ciation of Nigeria and others
against the President of the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria, the
Minister of Justice and Attor-
ney-General of the Federation,
National Lottery Regulation
Commission RC) and Se-
cure Electronic Technology Plc.

Police declare pensions boss Maina wanted

Nigeria Police Force
has declared the chair
man of the Pensions Re-

form Task Team, Mr.
Abdulrasheed Maina wanted.

Maina has engaged a joint
committee of the Senate in-
vesti| ating pension funds in
a hide-and-seek since the in-
vestigation began last year,
with the two parties trading
accusations.

In a statement by Force
Deputy Public Relations of-
ficer, Frank Mba, yesterday,
the police authorities said
Maina wanted for failure to
appear before the Senate joint
committee investigating dis-
bursements of pension funds.

The statement reads: “It will

» Gbade OGUNWALE, ,
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be recalled that the Senate of
the Federal Republic of Ni-
eria had on 13th December,
012, issued a Warrant of Ar-
rest, mandating the Inspector-
General of Police to arrest and
produce Alhaji Maina before
the Senate Joint Committee
on the Investigation of Pen-
sion Fund. -
“Since then, the subject has
ﬁone into hiding, making it
ifficult for the police to ex-
ecute the warrant. Conse-
quently, the Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police has directed all
AIGs in-charge of Zonal Com-
mands and Sgtate Commands,

Commissioners of Police to
spread their dragnets to all
nooks and crannies of their
respective areas of jurisdic-
tion, in search of Alhaji Maina.

“He has also directed all
operatives of the Federal In-
telligence Bureau (FIB), Force
and State CID to join the man-
hunt.

“The IGP wishes to appeal
to well-meaning citizens and
the general public with use-
ful “information on the
whereabouts of Alhaji
Abdulrasheed Maina, to
kindly volunteer such infor-
mation to the nearest police
station, formations, or email
E)olicemonitor@npf.gov.ng

T necessary action.”

Gunmen kill 2 in Gombe

ENTIFIED en
on Friday shot dead two
persons and injured a

blind man in an attack in
Hammadu Kafi area of Gombe
townshl_[he ip, Gombe Staotnfe.
ews A Nigeri

(NAN) gathe?ee:imt};lat ong:%?
those killed was a prison
warder.

The injured blind man,
popularly called Malam Alj,
who was critically wounded in

the attack, is now receiving
treatment.

A source said the killers
arrived the house of the blind
man in a black Honda Hala at
about 3.20 pm and opened fire
on the man who was chatting
with one of his friends.

The friend died instantly.

The source said the prison
officer, who was i (‘;, the

lind

area, stopped to greet

man ands;:is hfrligm when the
ot hi

Contacted on ?hone, the
Commissioner of Police in
Gombe State, Mr Mohammed
Sule, confirmed the incident.

He said an investigation had
been launched to get to the root
cause of the killings.

Sule said the blin?he mﬁn w};i
was u‘gured i was at i
receiving treatment. P

the psychological impact on
the residents, he said.
. Ikeakor said the second
autopsy was carried out by
the pathologists at the
Anambra State University
Teaching Hospital in Awka
He said: “If you want to do
anything scientifically ac-
ceptable, it has to be thor-
ough, autopsLK is a painstak-
in% exercise that takes time”
hough no additional
corpse has been found after
the discovery of the four last
week by the residents, the

. state Commissioner for Lo-

cal Governments, Lady
Azuka Enemo described it as
pathetic and something to
worry about.

KSM to conduct investiture
for 200 knights

HE Lagos Metropolitan Council of the Order of
the Knights of St Mulumba (KSM), Nigeria, is

hosting the investiture of Knights and Ladies into the
third degree of the Order on Sunday 3™ February 2013.

About 200 men and women of the Order, having been
found eligible for the elevation will formally assume the
rank after ceremonies during Holy Mass on Sunday 3rd
February, at Saints Philip’s and James’ Catholic Church
Lekki, under the direction of the Metropolitan Grand
Knight Sir Patrick Ikemefuna with Monsignor Professor
Francis O odede, Dean of the Lekki deanery of the
Lagos Arcﬁdiocese as the Chief Celebrant.

he Order of Knights of St Mulumba is a Catholic

Action group of over 12,000 persons from each part of
the 54 gatholic Dioceses in I\ﬁ eria and in Uganda and
the Cameroons. It was founded in 1953 by the Catholic
priest and monk, late Reverend Fr Abraham Ojefua, for
the spiritual development of Catholic faithful and the
cause of charity in action. They are a§ents of Hope, Faith
and Charity. KSM is a member of the International
Alliance of Catholic Knights with affiliations all over
the world.”
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