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WO sisters were died

yesterdag when a two-

storey building col-
lapsed at Jakande Low-Cost
Housing Estate in Isolo, a La-
gos suburb.

The building came down
barelKnSIO minutes after a ten-
ant, Amodu Omoniyi, report-
edly raised the alarm about its
likely collapse.

Toyin and Bukky Coker
were pulled out dead by res-
cuers, but their mother was
injured and rushed to the Iso-
lo General Hospital.

Block M20 collapsed at
12:30am. Residents said the
Cokers may not have died had
they heeded warnings to leave
the building.

Toyin was a medical doctor
at the agos University Teach-
ing Hospital (LUTH); her
younger sister, Bukky, just
graduated from the universi-
ty.
yOmoniyi, who resides on
the ground floor, said he was
the first to notice that the
building “was shaking.”

“At about 11:30 pm, I rea-
lised that the buil%ing was
shaking and my door could
not close. So I became uncom-
fortable because we had al-
ways feared that the building
mi§ht collapse.

“I immediately went up-
stairs to tell mama that it
seems the building wants to
collapse but she said God will
keep them safe till morning
and went back to bed.

“So, I quickly woke the oth-
er neighbours, went to my
apartment and picked some
important documents; as I
was stepﬁin%qout, with three
others, the three blocks col-
lapsed,” he said.
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 trails collapsed building
{ the cellé;i séd_ . Hesaid: "Thate the hypocrisy that goes onin

_building advised to evacuate it  this country. For the past four years, we have
before it went down early wiritten several letters begging the relevant

yesterda / ... authorities to come and inspect this building
1 Lagos ga Emergency Management Agency  but they did not. -
(LASEMA) General Zd anager Pemi Oke- “When they became embarrassed perhaps,

Osanyintoly _ they sent some of &teir:aients}ast year to come

_ Prog () and see the buildings. After their inspection,

o theytold us the situation was not that bad, that

. weshould stay as the building will not collapse
any time soon, Here we are %oda Y.

\n official of the Residents’ Association, who
refused to be named, told reporters that the
buildings in the ‘M-zone’ were built in 2001 by

 the government. L ' '

“Alhaji Lateet Jakande did not finish building

all the estates so 3isux§CESsiV%‘§as‘;le;nmems
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the buildings have been
most caseﬂs{ four years
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 foundation, if not 11 years is
 the building to collapse” he
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why gover . you to leave because there is someone willing |
measures, to take the place”. - 1
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By Precious Igbonwelundu i e 1
yand MiriamgNdikanwu cies for help. Theg saici1 resc:ix— ga}lghters from under the de- ]

; ers used bare hands and crude  bris.

Neighbours are enraged that ) % " oo e Mrs, Cokerand People were using sledge 1

there was no response to their 17", 1 "the bodies of her hammers and other crude 1
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US based charity, Star-
key Hearing Founda-
tion, has distributed

2000 pairs of hearing aids
worth NN720 million to hear-
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