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No fewer  than 25 bodies  washed ashore  after  floods  ravaged the  north  were  found on Benue River  at  the

weekend, Nigerian Red Cross official said yesterday.

Red Cross Secretary Abubakar Ahmad said the bodies were found at the Adamawa State section of Benue River.

Ahmad said he believed the bodies might have been washed from neighboring Cameroon because no one in the

area could immediately identify any of the bodies.

Ahmad said there could be many dead after the flooding because many families have reported some of their

people still missing.

Officials previously recovered at least 45 bodies from the flooding, which they blamed on officials in Cameroon
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opening up a dam. Cameroon claimed to have warned Nigeria before relieving pressure on the overwhelmed dam.

Nigeria is experiencing its annual rainy season.  The Red Cross has given a figure of close to 200 people killed by

floods

Also yesterday, Alhaji Musa Ilallah, the North-West Zonal Coordinator of the National Emergency Management

Agency (NEMA), said 11,500 people were displaced by floods, which recently ravaged parts of Jigawa and Kano

states.

He told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) after distributing relief materials to the victims in Ringim that 10,000

persons were affected in Kano and 1,500 in Jigawa.

Jigawa victims, he said, were being camped at the Junior Arabic Secondary School, Ringim.

Ilallah said the agency would also open a camp for those displaced by flood that ravaged two local government

areas in Sokoto State.

“For now, we have camps only in Kano and Jigawa states for displaced persons in this zone.’’

He said that he was in Jigawa for assessment and to distribute relief materials to the flood victims.

Ilallah  said  the  items  distributed  were  not  compensation  for  the  lost  property  but  assistance  to  reduce  the

sufferings of the victims. Items distributed included 50 bags of rice, 50 bags of maize, 550 bags of guinea corns

and 50 bags of millet.

Others were 200 pieces of blankets, 200 mosquitos’ nets, 200 mats and 200 pieces of textile materials.

Chairman  of  Ringim  Local  Government,  Alhaji  Murtala  Abubakar,  appealed  to  the  Federal  and  Jigawa

governments to intervene by tackling the flooding in the area.

Abubakar said that flooding had become an annual occurrence in the last 11 years, particularly in Yakasawa and

Centrimawa communities.
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