L

Seven killed as suicide bomber
attacks Bomo Police headquarters

Police: How our men prevented bomber from gaining entry

O bomb explosions
roclf;d arts s of
Maiduguri, Borno State

cstercay,

capital , resulting in the
del:th 3; Seven persons. hng

The first explosion occurred
at the headquarters of the
Borno State Police Command
where a suiddg bomb;:r killed
six persons made up of two
licemen and four a}\)zi]ians ad

A police source said the sui-
cide car bomber believed tobe a
member of the dreaded Boko
Haram sect attempted to force
his way into the state headquar-
ters through the main gate with
a car laden with explosive de-
vices.

The source said the bomb
went off while policemen on
Egard at the gate prevented the

mber from entering.

He, however, said he could
not give further details as “ef-
forts are being made to clear

A the debris and rescue the affected

persons.
Yesterday’sattack was the sec-

“ond time a suicide bomber
- would run into the police head-

- madein Au,

quarters. The first attempt was
t last year.

Although the bomber was

ed c;llown by pcgr?;nm at

e gate during s at-
tack,gathe bomb sﬁyl.f went)(’)’ff.

Inanother explosion that had
occurred earlier between 7 am
and 8:15 am, an unknown
bomber got detonated around
‘Gidan Dambe’ area of the me-
tropolis.
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According to lamxrlimesses, he
was frying to t an impro-
vised exp osiv}c)a device (IED),
which exploded and left him
dead.

It was gathered that some sus-
picious movements had started
at Gidan Dambe on Thursday
night but residents of the area
kept mute for fear of being

ed.
According to the source, they
saw men carrying weapons
around Gidan but felt

might be securil tive
they migh ty opera

g
town had been experienc-
ing clashes between sect mem-
bers and security operatives. The
source, however, said when they
noticed some awkward behav-
iour in the people, they sus-
them to ge members of
the Boko Haram sect.
“Between 7 am and 8:15 am,
we heard the sound of the blast.
We knew without being told
that it was bomb. I the
windovavn?jnd lmPMd the
streets and I saw poli run-
ninﬁtowardsthep]acewhem&\e
explosion occured. It was so
powerful that I could still feel
lood running through m
spine as I speak toyou. Justdon’t
come around our area. It is very
bad,” the source warned.
ATJTF spokesman said theIED
was concealed in a bag and kept

' mgtop]antit

£ ATINVO

under a public shed, but it ex-
ploded while the victim was try-

Therewasane losion inan
area of Maiduguri this moming
and our men immediately de-
m&\earea,"Col, ictor
, the Field Operations
Officer of the task force told news-
men :

tobea 30
dismembered By e ékplosion.
Prelimi investigation has
shown that he was killed when
he was trying to plant the de-
vice.” C
At the time of filing this re-
port around 4 pm yesterday,
the entire town was deserted
while major roads were cor-
doned off by security agents.
Police authorities yesterday
explained how their men foiled
the suicide bomber’s attempt to
attack the command headquar-
ters. A statement by the Force
Public Relations Officer, Mr.
Frank Mba, reads: "Today 8th of
June, 2012, at about 11:30 am, a
lone male suicide bomber, driv-
ing a light green Toyota Camry
l;rg loaded with Imogrovmed ex-
plosive Devices (IEDs), at-
tempted to smash through the
ate of the Borno State Police
ommand Head S. :
"His attempt, however, failed
as vigilant and combat-ready
police officers on d at the
te resisted and prevented him
om gaining access into the
headquarters premises.

g Lo ll ‘AAI

_.nated the

“They foundamanwebelfiéi'e
of Boko Haram

"Obviously acting out of frus-
tration and desperation, he deto-
o g ot headqarirs Kl

te , kill-
e

Ali Bulama, a
allant very comy t of-
icer, and four other civilians

who were passersby lost their
lives in the incident.

"In addition, three other civil-
ians and a couple of police offic-
ers sustained injuries of various
degrees. They are all respond-
ing to treatment at various hos-
pitals within Borno State.

"Meanwhile, a combined
team of detectives from Borno
State CID and the Police Bomb
Disposal Unit has since com-
menced investigation, and has
indeed made substantial
p in effort to track dewn

bring to book those behind
the'Wh:le 4 aCtl'hlsmg th the

e ising wi
families o thosepa who lost their
lives in the unfortunate incident,
the IGP (Inspector-General of
Police) wishes to reassure all
Nigerians of the commitment of
the Force to do everything
within its power to ensure that
law and order are restored in
every part of the country, warm-
ing ~ that lawlessness. and
criminality in whatever shade
willnotbe condoned. He
to the public to continue
to support the Police and other
security aqem:im by volunteer-
ing useful information at all
times."
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