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Suicide bombers kill eigh
in attacks on media houses
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h the SUV rammed into...yesterday
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Abuja, Kaduna hit by bombers  |§

"Jonathan, U.S.,, NPAN, NGE,
NLC, others condemn bombings |

"We did it, says Boko Haram
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HE media yesterday
ot a taste of the vio-
ence in some parts of

Nigeria. Eight people died
ang 14 others were injured in
a suicide bomb explosion at
THISDAY office in Abuja and
Kaduna where a buiidin
housing the newspaper as
well as %‘he Sun and M};ments
was attacked.

In the accident, three peo-
ple died and two were in-
péred. A suspect was arrest-
ed.

The bomber was among the
casualties of the Kaduna in-
cident,

The bombing also de-
stroyed 10 vehicles and left
the Press Hall badly ‘dam-

agIeﬁl.

€ once beautiful edifice
became a shadow of itself -
shattered windows, broken
walls and shredded copies of
part of today’s edition,

The imposing gate leadin
to the devastated Press Ha
that houses the company’s
Goss Community printing
machine was destroyed.

The staff gate was severely
damaged and partly burnt.
The generator beside the gate
was Eumt. A part of the fence
by the gate collapsed, felling
a tree.

The wreckage of the suicide
bomb vehicle was buried in-
side the devastated Press
Hall. Policemen and aid
workers were battling to re-
trieve it.

The newsroom was in tat-
ters - upturned tables,

ThisDay: we won’t be deterred

HISDAY issued a
statement last night on
the attacks. The
statement, signed by
Managing Director Eniola
Bello, entitled:
“Simultaneous attack on
ThisDay Abuja, Kaduna
offices...an attck on

journalism and free speech”,”

reads: “At about 11:05 am
today, asuicide bomber drove
an SUV into the premises of
our Abuja office, rammed his
vehicle into the building
housing our printing presses,
igniting a massive explosion
and fuelling speculations it
was a suicide bomber. About
the same time, our Abuja
office was -under siege, the
building housing our office,
along “with two other
newspapers’ in Kaduna, came
under another bomb attack.

“In Abuja, we can confirm the
death ot our security man, by
name Christopher Sadigq.
Three Passers-by and the
suicide bomber also died.
Eight of our staff, who

sustained injuries, are
receiving treatment at the
National §Iospital. The roof of
the building was blown off,
the power generator burnt,
the printing plant damaged.
“We regard the coordinated
ombings as an attack on
journalism and free speech.
owever, we want to assure
our readers and advertisers
that we remain committed to
the fundamental principles
on which the newspaper is
founded: democracy, free
enterprise and social justice,
We will not be deterred in our
ursuit of truth and reason.
0 amount of threat or
intimidation will weaken our
resolve,
“While thanking all the
government_ agencies,
particularly Fire Service, VIO
and FRSC, that rallied to put
the situation under control
and restore normalcy, we urge
the securit agencies to
thoroughly Investigate the
obviously  co-ordinated
attacks and fish out the
masterminds,”

1 eight in attacks

Howourofﬁoewasbmnbed,by’MeSun

E Sun, in a statement last nigh
tor/Editor-in-Chief Tony Onyima, said: “At a
tod ril 26,2012, an explosion occurred

A& am tvday, Thussday, Ap

t by its Managing Direc-

out 11.30

at the premises of our North West Zonal headquarters in Kadu-

na, Kaduna State,

“'I'he,pr;)hgerty located along Kontagora Road equally houses
e o i ti

the stat;

ces of two other media Organisations, namely THIS-

DAY newsiraper and The Moment newspaper.

“The exp
driving a
ber AL 306 MKA

osion occurred when a suspected suicide bomber,
old colour Honda Academ , with registration num-
rammed into the bujldin

“However, the bomb-laden vehicle faileﬁ.to explode on im-
pact with the building, But when the driver of the car jumped
out and began to shout that there were bombs inside the vehicle

and that they would explode an
onlookers seized him and force
bombs. In the process, one of the:
ple and injuring several others,

moment, angry residents and

c{ him to begin to dispose of the
m exploded, killing three peo-

€ angry {)ouths then turned on the driver, and would have
lynched him, but for the timely intervention of thel\rolicemen

who had by then been invited to the scene by our

Bureau Chief.

orth West

“Although there were casualties, no staff of The Syn died or

suffered any physical injury.

“The police and other security agencies have since moved in
to investigate the matter. The security operatives have also tak-
en custody of the driver and suspected suicide bomber.

“Despite this seeming set back, The Sun Publishing Limited,

remains undeterred an,

refuses to be intimidated in its quest

for a better and safer Nigeria. We will continue to re ort with-
out fear or favour and with utmost sense of responsi ility and

patriotism.”

From Yusuf Alli, Sanni Onogu
and Gbenga Adanikin, Abuja
smashed seats and crushed

computers.

All the glasses in the build-
ing, including doors, were
shattered. Parts of the roof
were blown off with no ceil-
ing left hanging,

he premises was strewn
with pieces of shrapnel from

the bomb laden vehicle and
broken glasses.

A crater, which must have
resulted from the impact of
the blast, was seen about two
meters from where the SUV
was lodged. Parts of the wall
of the building from where
the car enteref the premises
caved in.

The huge loss drew tears

from many workers and sym-

athisers. For about six

ours, business was brought
to a halt at Jabi Motor Park ,
the bustling transit station
opposite the THISDAY office.

Islamist sect Boko Haram
last night claimed respionsi-
bility tor the bombings. It
threatened to target other
journalists,

Inastatement published by
the Premium Times website,
aspokesman for Boko Haram
said the sect would attack
media again over what the
group felt was inaccurate
coverage.

The sect is blamed for kill-
ing more than 440 people this
year alone in its growing sec-

tarian fight against the gov-

ernment.

“This is a war between us
and the government of Nige-
ria,” the website quoted a sect
spokesman as saying. “Un-
fortunatelg the media have

)

not been objective and fair in
their report of the ongoin
war. Tﬁey chose to take
sides.”

A journalist with lonﬁ-
standing ties to the sect told
the AP that the statement
came from the group. The
journalist spoke on condition
of anonymity over concerns
about his safety.

The sect’s spokesman par-
ticularly blamed ThisDay for
Fublishing Stories the group

ound inaccurate.

A probe of the incident has
started, with two foreign
bomb experts visiting tﬁe
scene in an unmarked Ford
Expedition Sport Utility Ve-

icle. )

Some samples of the wreck-
age were retrieved for foren-
sic analysis.

A source spoke of how the

Continued on page 60

Oyo State Ministry of
Lands, Housing and Sur-
vey advert published in
The Nation newspaper of
Thursday 26* April, 2012,
page 53, with Advertise-
ment No. 12 of 2011 was
published in Error. It was
to read Advertisement

No. 5 of 2012.
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