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10 led,ZO houses

burnt in Plateau violence

eResidents flee *STF imposes 24-hour curfew
eCouncil chief decries killings

EN people have been
killed in a fresh vio-

IC? in B
Local Government Area o

Plateau State. The violence,
which began early in the
week, has not abated.

Over 20 houses were alleg-
edly razed by warring groups,
mainly youths.

The Special Task Force
(STF) on Jos crises, code-
named Operation Safe Haven,
has imposed a 24-hour curfew
on the local government.

STF spokesman Capt
Charlse Ekeocha said: “The
STF, in agreement with the
Plateau State Government,
has seen reason to and agreed
to impose the curfew to pre-
vent the violence from esca-
lating and to curtail the casu-
alties and the damage to prop-
er

I

s for the casualties, I'm
not sure for now because our
immediate effort was to stop
the violence and restore calm

From Yusufu Aminu
idegu and Marie-Therese
Peter, Jos

in the area. We have suc-
ceeded in restoring the calm.
But, for the casualties, we will
release the figures later when
we shall be parading the sus-

The STF confirmed the ar-
rest of some suspects but could
not give the figures. But In-
formation Commissioner
Abraham Yig(z)\p put the fig-
ures at over

He said the suspects were
being detained at the STF
headquarters in Jos, addin;
that t e& would be hande
over to the police after inves-
tigation. .

Addressing reporters yes-
terday Ekeocha said: “The
troops made some arrests; we
have not counted the suspects.
We are going to parade them
as soon as we are done and,
by then, we will not only tell
you the figures, you will also

see them and count them
yourselves. We will give you
all the facts. But for now, we
are concerned with saving
lives; we don’t want more
casualties.”

The Chairman of Barkin-
Ladi Local Government Area
Emmanuel Loman yesterday
condemned the renewed vio-
lence in the area.

The council chief, who ex-
pressed anger over the kill-
ings and destruction of prop-
erty, said: “I am getting frus-
trated over this violence be-
cause peace had been restored
in the local government in the
past three months.

“I can now confirm that
some residents in the area are
not interested in peace in this
local government. Everyone
had promised they would
heed my a?peal by notindulg-
ing in violence. But here we
are: the peace we have la-
boured for has been sabo-
taged in this renewed
violence...”
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