Independence day tragedies

Bombs explode
in Maiduguri

* Man sets wife, two sons ablaze

MID the country’s
Acelebrations of lits

51¢ Independence
anniversary yesterday, two
separate bomb explosions
occurred in Dalashuwari
and Nganaram wards of
Borno State.

In Enugu State, a man
identified as Alex Ndubuisi
Egeonu yesterday set his
pregnant wife and two sons
ablaze.

Although the number of
casualties could not be as-
certained as at the time of
filing this report, it sent
panic across the state.

When contacted, The
Joint Task Force (JTF)
spokesperson, confirmed

e incident, adding that he
was yet to get any report
about the casualties of the
blast. :

Also in Maiduguri, a
butcher at the Baga station
market was yesterday shot
dead by unknown gunmen
who also made away with
some money.

Similarly, his son who
raised an alarm that his fa-
ther had been shot was also
killed by the en.

The incident caused
pandemonium among trad-
ers in the market as they
scam]%er for safety.

e men were said
to have fired gunshots in
the air to scare away peo-
ple as they escaped through
a bush path near the mar-
ket.

Egeonu’s youngest son
fell into coma following in-
juries sustained in the in-
ferno. He was later revived
at the National Orthopaedic
Hospital, Enugu after two
hours, while tie wife and
the first son are now on
danger list at the hospital.

e fleeing father of two
who hails from Umunoha
town in Mbaitoli Local
Government Area of Imo
State, according to eyewit-
nesses, had on arrival at his
container shop located at
No. 61 Mount Street,

From Joseph Abiodun,
Maiduguri and Chris Oji,
Enugu - -

Awkunanaw, Enugu,
where he sells musical
records and Compact Discs,
asked his wife to escort him
to the filling station to buy
fuel.

The wife willingly com-
plied but shortly after re-
turning to the shop Egeonu
at about 11lam went to a
neighbour’s shop and be-
gan to drag the owner (a
woman) to his own shop
claiming that she was in-
debted to him.

The woman shouted to
attracteg neighbours arid
assersby who prompt
?escued h{\r from P1Zhe m[;ny

“Immediately the man
returned to his shop, he tied
the hands of his wife and

ured the fuel on the floor.

e thereafter locked the wife
and his two sons inside the
container and threw lighted
matches through the win-
dow to ignite the fire,” the
eyewitness said.

The pregnant woman
and her two sons were se-
verely burnt before neigh-
bours forced the container
open and brought them out.

They were rushed to the
Eastern Nigeria Medical
Centre where the last son
reportedly died. The preg-
nant woman and her first
son, said to be in critical
condition were later trans-
ferred to the National Or-
thopaedic Ho}s’pital.

e state Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO),
Mr. Ebere Amaraizu, who
confirmed the incident,
said the suspect took to his
heels after setting his fam-
ily members ablaze and has
not been found.

He said that investiga-
tions had commenced to
ascertain the motive of the
arsonist adding that the
police would do everything
possible to apprehend the
suspect.
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