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18 dead, many trapped in
Lagos building collapse

Couple die on
first day in house

- Landlord’s wife
among the dead

By Joke Kujenya, Jude isiguzo and
Miriam Ndikanwu

NOTHER building went down in
ALagm on Tuesday night.

One ot the men on rescue mission
told our reporter at about 10.30p.m. that no
fewer than 18 bodies had been recovered and
taken to Agoro mosque in ldumota, Lagos Is-
land.

About 40 people, including children, res-
cued from the debris were injured — some of
them seriously.

Some residents were wailing from under
the rubble, as rescue operation continued,
mure than 10 hours after the four-storey
building collapsed.

Neighbours said house No 6, Mogaji Close,
Idumota, went down during the rain, which
began at about 8.00p.m.

The building was said to have been erected
about 10 vears ago. It is joined by a fragile
platform to the next house, No 4, where the
andlord’s wife, who died in the incident, was
said to have had a plastic shop.

A trapped woman was crying: E jo, ¢ tete
ghe wa, o tin re mi {Please, get us out of here
quickly, I'm getting tired ... We are many
here.) Her voice was faint.

The whereabouts of the landlord, identified
simply as Eletuwashe of Lagos (a.ka. Tao Let),
was unknown.

Rescuers comprised neighbours, the Nige-

rian Red Cross, Lagos State Traffic Manage- 4 Please, get us Out Of here qUiCkly; I’m

ment Authority (LASTMA), National

comneaonpages  Setting tired ... We are many here”

Boko Haram attacks
soldiers, police station

STORY ON

!

o Do F

o

PHOTOS: ABIODUN WILLIAMS

*The collapsed buildingb..'. yesterday

" 50 suspects held = Four soldiers injured  PAGE 2 |

*A neighbour, Muritala



joelle
Droite 


THE NATION THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2011

18 dead, many
trapped in Lagos
collapsed building

Continued from page 1

Emergency Management Agenc
(NENEA), lzlagos St%te Physicgl De}Z
velopment Authority
(LASPHYDA), Lagos State Ambu-
lance Services (LASEMBUS) and
many others.

A resident, Mr. Adeogun, who

was said to have travelled over-
seas, was lucky. His wife, Iya Risi,
and his two sons were rescued
alive with their mother, the resi-
dents said.
. Another resident, Mr. Tajudeen,
popularly called Coach, leader of
the Community Development As-
sociation (CDA), Idumota was get-
ting set for a good night sleep with
members of his family when he was
suddenly hit by one of the falling
pillars.

His wife, a witness said, suffered
broken bones while she was being

ulled out. She is in a coma.
Coach’, who was dragged out of
the building around midnight, was
injured. He is admitted at a private
hospital.

A new couple, Mr and Mrs Taofik,
moved into the house on the fate-
ful day. They died.

Their remains were pulled out
last night.

Another resident, Mr. Oluwa, was
trapped under the ruins with two
of his children — a boy and a girl.
Rescuers pull the boy out but the
girl died.

Another woman, Mama Ahmed,
who neighbours described as a
very helpful and pleasant, was un-
der the debris with her husband
and four children. She died at the
time she was being rescued but her
husband and the children survived.

Commissioner for Physical Plan-
ning and Urban Development Mr.
Toyin Ayinde said: “We got the in-
formation as early as 7.30-8.00am
yesterday, and we immediately de-

loyed our men from the Lagos

tate Emergency Management
Agenc (LASEMA) and
LASPHYDA, to the scene. The
building is not under construction.
It is an old building. And it is one
of those listed as decrepit and the
owner had been advised to vacate
the building because it was identi-
fied as unsuitable for habitation.
The standard rule for now is that
the owner of any collapsed struc-
ture forfeits such properties to the
government.

Lagos Police spokesman Sam
Jinadu, a Deputy Superintendent,
said policemen were deployed im-
mediately they received the dis-
tress call to join the rescue efforts
and ensure that looters did not take
advantage of the situation to carry
out criminal activities.

The building, it was learnt was
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ACN govert

OVERNORS on the plat-
form of the Action Congress
of Nigeria (ACN) have
agreed to pay the N18,000 minimum
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