Bboko Haram Kills 10 in bloody weekend

weekend, suspected

I N yet another bloody
Boko Haram members

have killed 10 persons in
Maiduguri, the Borno State

capital.

e victims include a local
government chairman. Many
were injured in three attacks
at different places in the city.

Government at the weekend
took a major stel; to stem the
activities of the Islamic Fun-
damentalist Group with Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan rais-
ing a panel to review the se-
curity situation in the country.

The panel may also probe the
whereabouts of the N}1).8bi]]jon
released to a former Inspector-
General of Police for the instal-
lation of CCTV cameras in the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) and some other cities.

The fear of Boko Haram
gripped Abuja last night.

ere was an unusual pres-
ence of heavy security around
the headquarters of the Nige-
rian National Petroleum Cor-
poration (NNPC) following
the fear of attack by the group.

Attempts to clartify the
cause of the security beef up
from corporation spokesman
Livi Ajuonuma last night
were unsuccessful.

The President has, according
to sources, ruled out the re-
moval of Inspector-General of
Police Hafiz Ringim, the ser-
vice chiefs and heads of secu-
rity agencies over the spate of
bombings in the North.

The panel is made up of
some fgrmer National £cu-

rity Advisers and some past
and Fresent officers from the
intelli

gence service.

‘Anti-terrorism law good for security agencies’

HIEF of Army Staff Lt.-Gen.

Azubuike Ihejirika, is confident

that the anti-terrorism law will en-
hance the efficiency of security agencies.

Gen. Ihejirika spoke yesterday during an
interaction with reporters shortly after the
Inter-Denominational Church Service held
to mark the 2011 Nigerian Army Day Cel-
ebration at the All Saints Military Church
(Protestant), Mogadishu Cantonment,
Abuja.

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) re-
ports that the Senate on Feb. 17 passed the
anti-terrorism law, 24 hours after President
Goodluck Jonathan urged the National
Assembly to speed up the process of en-
acting the law,

The law creates the legal framework for
fighting all forms of terrorism.

Gen. Thejirika said: “The passage of the
anti-terrorism bill is a major achievement,
which will encourage the secunt{ agencies
to be more committed to their jobs.

“Previously, there had been cases of
people being arrested and released under
one excuse or another, because the extant
law has not provided adequately on issues
such as kidnapping.”

Commenting on the church service, he
said the thrust of the sermon was the nobil-
ity of the profession, stressing that “no gift
is superior to laying down one’s life, if nec-
essarﬁ' for one’s country or friends”.

“The ethics of the military profession
demands that a soldier must be satis-
fied with his wage; and the message has
been brought home to all.

“As soldiers, who have signed up to

defend the nation, I can proudly say we
have all it takes to do our jobs; with
good salaries, goodwill of the people
and prayers from Christians ang Mus-
lims, the soldiers have no excuse.”

Lt.-Col. Charles Iroegbu, the Director,
Army Catholic Chaplaincy, urged offic-
ers and men of the Army to be contented
with their wage.

Taking the text of his sermon from John
15vs 13, Iroegbu said soldiers should main-
tain the nobility of their profession.

Soldiers, he added, would be wonder-
ful, if they shunned intimidation and
extortion, stressing:

“Our responsibi%ity is to protect Ni-
gerians, not to intimidate them, not to
extort anything from them, but to work
with them.”

From Yusuf Alli, John
Ofikhenua, Abuja and
Abiodun Joseph, Maiduguri

three weeks ago by Governor

brothers — Isa Umar and

and how the system can be

Although the list of mem-
bers was kept secret, it was
gathered that the panel will
operate “covertly”.

t wasalso learnt that the panel
may exchange information and
compare notes with intelligence
units of some countries since ter-
rorism is a global issue.

Chairman of Jjere Local gov-
ernment  Area, Alhaji
Mustapha Baale was yesterday
shot dead by en believed
to be members of the Boko
Haram.

He was killed around
3.30pm on his way home on
Old Maiduguri Road within
his local government area.

Baale, a three-time chairman
of the local government, was
reappointed to the post barely

Kashim Shetima. He was also  Apagu Umar. overhauled for maximum ef-
a member of the sixth House E’l the Sunday attacks at the ficiency.

of Assembly which ended its Mammy market, a father of 10 “The panel is mandated to
tenure last month. He con- was among those shot dead. complete its assignment as
tested for a House of Repre-  There was also a retired soldier  soon as possible. So, the team
sentatives seat but lost. among the wounded. v should be done in a few weeks.

Chief of Staff to Governor Head of the Joint Police It comprises some former Na-
Shetima, Alhaji Abua Kyari Military Task Force in tonal ity Advisers, crack
described Baa’le’s killing as  Maiduguri, Maj. Gen. Jack intelligence chiefs and other se-
unfortunate. Nwachukwu Nwaogbo con-  curity chiefs.”

Barely two hoursafter thekill- ~ firmed the killings. The source added: “Follow-
ing of the LGA boss, the Boko A source, who spoke in con- in% reports coming up on the
Haram men struck again at fidence on the presidential N -8billion, the President
Waulari Police station L%amm action on Boko Haram said: asked the panel to find out if
market around 5.30 pm yester- ”Contra?r to the insinuations  the money was spent, inspect
day. Theyreportedlyrainedbul- ~ that Mr. President’s approach the ms;ilzl'ed C cameras
lets and threw a bomb at the  to the security challenges fac-  in the FUT and other cities

le drinking at the market.
ive lelay dead after the at-
tack. y others were injured.
Sunday’s twin attacks were
receded by the killings on
aturday.
Among those killed in the
Saturday attacks were two

ing the country has been
weak, he has been doing a lot.

“A panel has been sef up to
review the security situation,
what has gone wrong, stock-
taking of the level of sophis-
tication to cope with the lat-
est challenges facing Nigeria,

and review their impact.

“But if nothing was done, the
panel is to find out the where-
abouts of the money that was
approved and released. The
panel will speak with all those
nvolved in the project.

“I think the outcome of inves-

*Ringim

tigation into the bomb explosion
at the Force Headquarters
where it was difficult to get the
footage of the bomber might
have informed a review of the
N1.8billion rojectb{ the police.

“After the panel has sub-
mitted its report, the Presi-
dent will determine whether
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission should
step in or not.”

the alleged plans to re-
move Ringim, and service
chiefs over the Boko Haram
menace, the source added:
“The President has ruled out
such a step because terrorism
is a global challenge and it re-
quires a global reaction.

“Jonaf liaas s::utcil‘e he a<Iiloes
not want to to
throughmerg gr);ndstangjn%g
remove security chiefs, He
lieves that recourse to bombing
by Boko Haram is a challenge
to all Nigerians, induding him-
self as the Commander-In-
Chief of the Armed Forces.

“Instead, the President has
given these security chiefs a
major task to arrest the insur-

ency and they are on top of
the situation.”
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