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Two feared dead as pro-Akala, Ladoja
suppotters clash in Ogbomoso

Tleast, two le were

feared dead, while
others were critically
ir}iumd yesterday when a Peo-
F les Democratic (PDP) ral-
went bloody in gg@moso,

%State.

e rally whas organised by

Forum, a
Cross- litical group in the
native town of

vernor Ade-
ba -
dersof ataction of the par-
ty in the state, including former
governor, Rashidi Ladoja, Sena-
tor Lekan Bal an% Teslim
Fo@ﬂftgpﬂmm-
ery to address the rally in Aka-
la’s home town.

They were to sensitise the
ple of the large town on the need
to reject Alao-Akala’s second
term bid ballot.

But hugﬁ_of_oibgmoso
z;)uths, who were believed to

fronting for , went on
the rampage, making bonfires
and shooting sporadically to
scare residents for about five
hours.

They were joined by hun-
dreds of hoodlums suspected to
be Akala’s agents. The fierce-
looking hood iums, wearing var-
ious charms and amulets were
also armed with guns, axes, ma-
chetes, swords and other danger-
ous weapons to dislodge peo-
ple from the streets.

The streets quickly became
deserted as shop owners and
other residents ran for cover.

The PDP factional leaders had
defied unfavourable security re-
ports and several attempts by

Bisi OLADELE, Ibadan

Akala’s loyalists to abort the ral-
ly for the second time in two
weekst.he "

But they were greeted with an
unpreoedgmted large tum-out of
party faithful and other support-
ers in the town.

At Taki area of the town, the

armed hoodIums ambushed
%légs;s in areas sﬁEE_E_IJhd;"-

PO font
age of Soun’s ce where the
PDP bigwigs

igwigs were billed to pay

homage %o the monarch, Oba Ji-

meh MWL
Other members of the Tbadan

contingent included the sus-

pended members of the G8 (an
anti-Akala lawmakers led by

suspended Mann%{ Leader,

Samue emo ejumobi),

the PDP Tmplementation Com-

nﬁttee_ﬂrau%m&mrm—nus

Akintunde and former

tX the State Government (55G),
ji Sarafadeen AIL.

adeen AllL
.I‘ngﬁme hood-
lums later drove dangerously
along the routes to be passed by
the visitors to instill fear into

| members of the contingent.

But the advanced team of the
people from Ibadan confronted
them in a melee that left_h%>
people reportedly dead an
three others wounded. They
were shof In the legs and were
later taken to an undisclosed hos-
pital.

The free-for-all lasted till
about 12:30pm before a detach-
ment of anti-riot policemen ar-
rived in Trucks and two Ar-

moured Personnel Carrier
(A¥C)' f the hoodl!

wo of the ums were
said to have logt their fives on
the outskirts of the town where
they clashed with an advanced
team of the party from Ibadan
who were equally heavily
armed.

After the riot had been
Etlelled, the PDP chieftains held

e rally amid tumultuous ap-
plause by thousands of support-
ers at Ogunlola Hall located a
few metres away from Soun’s
palace.

Earlier, they were ushered
into the palace on arrival atabout
1:45pm by the Chairman,
House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Appropriation, Hon.
Ayo Adeseun, who held a five-
minute meeting with them be-
fore they moved to the hall.

The contingent had earlier
been barred from using Ogunlo-
la Hall by the authority of the
Ogbomoso North Local Gov-
ernment vide a letter dated No-
vember 4 and signed by Mrs. S.
O.Giwaon beha%?of the council
chairman, but the politicians
forced their way into the hall.

Though ilms{nots boomed re-
peatedly, the PDP supporters

various anti-Akala’s songs
to the ecstasy of the people in
the area adjoining Soun’s palace.

Other dgbomoso—bom PDP
chieftains who joined the con-
tingent at the rally included
former ,» House of R
resentatives, Alhaji Fatai Buhari;
Chief Ademola Alalade and
Ambassador Yomi Akintola.
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