Tom fseghohi, and tweo oth-
| exs by the Economic and Fi-
sion (EFCC). Their ordeal

might not be unconnected
w1t a dlsagreement with

nancml Crimes-Commis- -

‘the National Council on

. From Yusuf Alll, Managing

Ednor, Northetn Operation, -
. Abda

Privatisation (NCP} over the
sale of Nigeria Telecommu-
mcatxons imited (NITEL), -

The Nation learnt.

It was also learnt that:

Iseghohi has remained ada-
" mant in.detention,. insistin F
that all the TRANSCORP o

‘ficials are irinocent of all al-

legations levelled against

them by both the State Secu-

‘ Efft")Cr Serv1ce (SSS) and the ,

Ishe; hohx, the Compan
Secretgry of TRANSCSR}Y

Mohammed Buba, and a°

Deputy General Manager,

‘Mike Okoli, have been in

detention for two weeks,
transiting from 'SSS under-
ground cell to the EFCC.
Although a court ordered
the three suspects released
last Thursday, they are still

 elations that their ordéal

has to do with their refusal

.to_allow the government

sell NITEL cheap to a face-
less investor.

Conilnuéd on page 4

,-Suspect kll ,
‘as camp falls

'Anxmus Odi
residents flee

From Shola O’Nell,
Y Warri

) Joint. Task Force extended its
‘operations to Abonnema (Rivers State). Be-
sides, the JTF captured another militant
gat;np in the Gbaramatu Kingdom of Delta
te
Nene Sele, a suspected. nuhtant leader,

terday at the riverside commumty of
ers State.

‘1. Confirmin the op
Abubakar, e JT (f
“Troops carried out a

‘town in Rivers State,
the militants, one militant; Mr-Nana Sele;
during the operations and others fled with

N NE suspected militant leader was
confirmed dead }{esterday as-the -

| was shot dead in a
~troops and sv.xspectegl.]-n-ﬁ militants early es- ‘

ratlon, Col. Rabe
okesman, said: -
raid off sus--.
_pected militants’ hideout at Abozmema :
“After a fierce exd\ﬂnge of gunﬁre w:lth

| 'suspected to be their leader, was shot dead

‘Continued on page 4 ‘

“wigh "Mx.:l‘imy Elumelu, Group Mana Ué Di
luagx Director, South, UBA;
c ai the launch of UBA

extends

lntellegmee

CEO United Bank for Afnca(UBA) Pi; Mr,
“and Mr. Charles. Qguitmola; Director,
' Deposit ATMs in Lag

" ceed Prof
: Salude as Central Bank of

Mlmster,
seven others
in race for

FirstBank CEO |

From Yusuf Alll, Managing |
Editor, Northern Operation,
Abula

INISTER of
State for Finance
; Mt. Remi
Babalola is believed to be
under pressure to-be the
next Grou Managmg
Director/Chief Execulive
Officer of financial gant
First Bank.
The seat became vacant,
with the Gro ing
i Lamido

Du'ector,
Sanusl,.ac ting to suc-
E?hpukwuma

fena (CBN) Governor.
udo’s tenure endson




1

banking xpt. -

B tors of banks, ana assoclates.

Babalola, a first best Qver— )

Continued on pége 10

caple CIrcumnsiances. it wad»

engaging In sucn mgi-ievel

“the same Okereke-Onyiuke, discussion for.the sale of

Continued on page 10

‘Military extends assault on militants to Rivers

Continued from page 1

gunshot wounds,” he added.
Our correspondent gath-
ered that Opuye-Opuye
Cam located” around
Abiteye (Delta State) was in-
vaded by JTF troops who de-
ployed gunboats and fast at-
tack craft early yesterday.
Sources in the creeks told
our correspondent that nei-
ther arms and ammunition
nor any of the militants in the
- camp was captured by the JTF
as the warlords had evacu-
ated the camp hours before
the JTF struck.

Our source, who craved
anonymity, said the operator
of thé camp, Kingsley Odiete
(aka Opuye-Opuye), was
tipped off about the military
operation hours before it
was carried out.

The JTF has taken over
Camp 5 and Iroko Camp,

which are considered the big-"
gest and most fortified in the:

region. The former fell to the
]T% .on the first day of the
military operation. Iroko fol-
lowed two days later.

It was gathered that mili-
tant. leader Opuye-Opuye
was tipped off by his source
in the JTF about the impend-
ing attack on his camp.

“He started mobilising his
boys and weapons as soon as
information got to him that
the JTF was going to move
in today (Sunday) and they

ot ouf in the night before

TF stormed the camp in the
morning,” the source added.

The military top brass are

etting increasingly frus-
trated with the ongoing mili-

tary operation in the area fol-
lowing their inabili
nounce any big brea
learnt yesterday.

A source spoke of rising
pressure on the Federal Gov-
ernment following condem-
nation by the international
community - particularly US
lawmakers who advised
President Barak Obama to
ask the Nigerian Govern-
ment ~ to stop the military
clampdown.

Sources said the Federal
Government would only be

, it was

.able to withstand the pres-

sure to stop the siege to the
ljaw communities when the

F makes startling discov-
eries. ‘

Commander of the JTF Ma-
{or-Gen. Sarkin Yarkin Bello,

ast Thursday, displayed
some arms and ammunition
recovered from the two
camps to newsmen at the
Effurun Barracks.

But the Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger
Delta (MENDY) at the week-
end taunted the task force’s
“failure”, particularly in
showing “old dane guns”
and unserviceable rifles as
weapons recovered from
their camps. -

“The fact is that none of the
weapons displayed was re-
covered from our camps as
claimed. Qur standard issue
is the AK47 assault rifle and
none was displayed. Instead
rusty dane used by hunt-
ers and old machetes and
other weapons taken from
God-knows-where were dis-

layed,” a statement by
f)omo Gbomo shortly after

to an- -

Anxious Odi residents fleeing

fleeing, following reports that the

T HE people of Odi in Bayelsa State are

Joint Military Task Force (JTF) is
about invading the community. ;
Unconfirmed reports said soldiers had
already stormed thé community as at

yesterday afternoon.

A source in Odi community, who spoke on
phone, said he and his family had fled the

because of the impending
any members of the community
who had experienced the 1999 military
expedition are fleeing, he said.
they were informed of the
impending attack and this spurred him and
others to leaving the community for safety,
to avoid a repeat of the 1999 invasion that
reduced the community into rubble. .

“As I'm talking to you now, rhy family and

communit
invasion.

He said

From Isaac Ombe, Yenagoa

have packed out of Odi community. I am now
" ‘at Adagbabiri with my family to avoid being
caught up in a cross fire,” the indigene, said.
Unconfirmed sources disclosed that the
militants’ camp around-the area is also
prepared for the worse, to support their
counterparts in Okerenkoko where‘the
soldiers are fighting militants.
All efforts to speak with the state commander
of the JTF, Lt.-Col.Nnana Efik was not possible

as his cell phone line did not go through.

However, military sources disclosed that the
soldiers’ mission to Odi is on a fact-finding
voyage, adding that there have been complaints
of some militants’ disturbing the peace of the
area. “We want to find out w%n
behind such criminal acts,” he added.

o0 are the youths

" the parade said.

ADVERT HOTLINES: 01/280668, 08070591302 AND

In spite of a counterclaim by
Col. Abubakar, a source said
there was a growing disen-
chantment amon%lthe top hi-_
erarchy of the military. .

“They are yet to announce
the capture of Tompolo (Gov-
ernment Ekpemufolo) and
they have not really shown
the 'world any of the military
hardware -that the militant:
are reported to have. '

“We heard about anti-air-
craft missiles and rockets, but
the JTF is yet to show the
world any of those things. All
we hear are reports of killing
of innocent civilians, burning
of communities and such ac-
tivities and for anybody- in-
volved in this operation that
is disturbing,” the source
added.

Specifically, it was gathered
that contrary to the posture

of the JTF bigwigs, the weap-
ons recovered from the mili-
tants’ camps were far from
inspiring. -

1t was gathered that the dis-
coveries at the various camps,
including Camp 5 and Iroko,
have not matched the security
force’s intelligence informa-
tion, particularly on arms and
ammunition recovered.

“oys seem to always

ve a step ahead of the task
force and this is-very disturb-
ing because it looks like they
are getting information on
our movemnient and plans
even before we execute.”

But Col. Abubakar affirmed
that the operations had

ielded results, stressing: “It
is pertinent to note that inall
the communities searched by
the JTF so far, large quanti-
ties of arms and ammunition,
as well as hostages kidnapped

by the militants, were discov-
ered. Military hardware, as
well as nine hostages, was
also discovered in Camp 5.”

He said as long as 11 miss-
ing officers were not found,
“the o,Peration will be ongo-
ing”. “Therefore, we are so-
liciting for the cooperation of
the public, especially those
affected by this purge, to fur-
nish us with information that
will lead to the arrest of the
miscreants who unleashed
terror on innocent members
of the communities,” Col.

" Abubakar said. .
In Gbaramatu Kingdom of
. Warri South West Local Gov-

ernment Area of Delta State,
residents of Benikrukru yes-
terday raised the alarm over
decomposing corpses and

starvation of survivors hiding-

in the bush. .
The community, which was

07028006910 NEWSROOM: 01-8962807 (LAGOS), 07028105302 (ABUJA)

reportedly razed Saturday
morning, petitioned the Secre-
tary-General of the United Na-

~“tions (UN), Mr. Ban Ki-moon.

Chairman of the commu-
nity, Mr. Joseph Wuruyai and
Secretary Jeffrey Ojogun in the

etition, alleged that
Eenikrukru was invaded and

-razed by JTF even though it is

not a known militants” camp.

The petition stated: “If the
Nigerian military is actually
looking for militants, they
would have concentrated on
the so-called militants’ camps
and not our own Benikrukru
community which has noth-

 ing to do with militancy.

We have made official rep-
resentations to the state and
Federal Government but no
respite despite the devastat-
ing nature of the military op-
eration.

“Bodies are decaying and
survivors of the attac
taking cover in the nearby
bushes without food, water
and drugs and in continuous
fear of repeated attacks. Vic-
tims of this military action are
mainly women, children and
the aged who are vulnerable.
_ “We are, therefore, calling
on the international commu-
nity and indeed the United
Nations to intervene to put an
end to these genocide attacks
on defenceless and hapless
people with dispatch,” " the
community added.

Also yesterday, the Feder-
ated Niger Delta jaw Com-
munities (FNDIC) reiterated
its call for a ceasefire in
Gbaramatu Kingdom.

Continued on- page 10

are



'-Contiﬁugé_frqg page 4 -
. Presid,e_hi ‘of FNDK:@“
Oboko Bello, who said the
Gbaramatu Kingdom is not a

artand parcel oF MEND's dec-: gf;}'wplem llow place for

ation of war with the army,
advised the militant groupto
stay out of the kingdom. -
e said the group washappy

about Sunday-Saturday mom- " the:riﬁ
““ingacordoitand-search opera-

ing’s release of the last batch of
hostages, adding: “We are
happy at the rts of the re-
lease, without battle, the vic-
tims of war declared by the.
military Joint Task Force (JTF)
.in Gbaramatu Kingdom in the
Warri waterways. R

““It is an indication that de-
spite the continuous propa-
-ganda of MEND which the
FI'F-—like itadvised the general

ublic—should also ignore, the

rces in the ongoing battle

which the Gbaramatu Ijaw peo-

ple are not willing to be part

of, have withdrawn.” :
He, however, dis--

tress over the continuation of

the mili ration and the
spreadﬁ?gry of%ﬂls. discom-
fort and hopelessness”, in spite

of JTF's claim that the militants

~ Military extends assault
*on militants

defenceless Gbaramatu
ialogue,” Bello aj

But Col. Abubakar claimed |-

that the three Filipinos gai
i om Saturday follow-

#9Ne therefore te-iterate our ‘
<:all on the JTF to kindly cease
. fire anddiscofitinueits JTF) war
on the'

tion by trodps at OperoZzacom- ...

* The Nation learnt that Eririco
Arelano, Romieo Naclicar and
NapoleonEmp X

who dumped them at the-

Oporoza Jetty on Saturday

morning,

On the military operation, |

the J"I_I'Fﬁesgok&man said: “We
cond theoperationsinthe
most professional manner and
the security outfitis
ing on the areas where there
are militants and their hideout
where hostages were being

- kept. It is not a2 random opera- |

tion and le should com-

.- mend us for whatwe havedone

so far.”

" munity in Gbaramatu King--p+ as
o dOm. \\“ ey

, iswerefreed | 7 ¥
~.¥oluritarily. by their captors,




