Students, community clash over teacher’s death
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Students, community clash over teacher’s death 19/9/2008

From Ogbonnaya Obinna, Abakaliki
STudents of Federal Polytechnic, Unwana Afikpo in Ebonyi State and their host community yesterday
clashed over an alleged brutal murder of a retired woman head teacher from the community.

Trouble began when the deceased body was discovered by the youths of the community in her farm land.

The retired head teacher was alleged to have been murdered by some students from the polytechnic at her
farm land near the school. A source said some youths invaded the campus, chanting war songs and
carrying dangerous weapons but were resisted by the students.

The woman, it was lerant, had gone to her farm with her son when some armed young men attacked
them. They killed her but not son.He escaped and alerted the community. Some youths mobilised
themselves and went to the scene where they reportedly discover her lifeless body.

When the youths got to the scene, an identity card which allegedly belonged to a student of the
polytechnic was found at the scene - a development which made them to invade the school, the source
said.

Most of the students have deserted the school as the villages are reported to have threatened to kill
anyone of them found within the community.

Efforts to speak with the officials of the school were futile. Most of them have fled the school.

But some of the villages alleged that the students were found of attacking hapless villagers on their farm
land, disposing them of their valuables and farm produce.
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