Two killed in Unizik|

road accident
From Nwanosike Onu, Awka

TWO people were killed in a
road accident that involved
about 18 students of Nnamdi
Azikiwe University(NAU),
Awka, the Anambra State capital
yesterday.

The accident when one of the
school’s buses that conveyed the
students and a trailer rammed
into each other at a junction of
the school’s Old Campus,Awka.

Those who lost their lives were

- the driver of the bus and a stu-
dent.

. About 11 of the students were
injured.As of press time yester-
day, five of them were on danger
list at the Regina Caeli Hospital,
Awka. = |

A source blamed the accident
onfmen of th&%esdce)ral I}(load
Safety Corps: , whom, he
said,t};)urslg::d the trailer driver’s
to the junction.

But one of the FRSC officials at
the scene of the accident, AN
Amadi, denied the claim.

Other sources said the trailer
driver lost control at the Inde-

ndent National Electoral

-Commission’s (INEC’s) office on
the Enugu-Onitsha Express on
tcg; speed, adding that no FRSC
o

cial was on its pursuit.

No council pall
in Imo soon

From Emma Mgbeahurike,
Owerri

THE Special Adviser to the
Governor of Imo State.Chief
Ikedi Ohakim, Bureau for Local
Government and Chiéftaincy, ;
Affairs, Mr. Kezie Ogaziechi,
has said the council poll will
not hold soon. .

This, he said, is to avoid a

" situation whete “old brigades
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g on me or fell on me.”

Mrs. Okeke does not know exactly
how many were in the crowd, but
there were a lot of people.

“Someone said there was 11,000
of us,” she said. -

They were applying for only 100
jobs.

“We were just trying our luck,”
Mrs. Okeke said.

Across Nigeria a dozen people
died at the weekend as over {730
people applied for 1,260 civil serv-
ant positions. Some died during fit-
ness tests that were carried out dur-
ing the hottest part of the day.

“"Had it been that there was em-

.ployment for people this sort of

thing wouldn't happen,” she said.
Mrs. Okeke is a qlllahﬁed teacher,
but she has not worked in five years.

“I don't have anything to do. I've
been trying but there are no jobs at
all,” she said.

“There are no jobs in government
schools and in private schools the
pay is too small.”

S¥|e said private schools only pay
around N. ($25, £12) per month.

The Nigerian civil service is the
largest employer in the country,
but in recent years posts have been

*Mrs. Okeke

One, not 1 died nambra, says Comptroller

cut in government reforms. But with
little industry or service sector, thou-
-sands of graduates emerge from col-

leges across the country every year
with no prospect of getting a job.
Most of Nigeria’s 140m population

‘onme oricil
on me’

end up making a living in the in-

- formal economy.
*Culled from BBC ..

Death toll in deliverance stampede hits 20

N HE death toll at a deliverance
' I session in Umuoluihe, Isiala

Ngwa South Local Govern-

ment Abia State, has risen to 20.
The session, which held in the

" countryhome of the late Mr. Martin

Okereke Thieukwumere - who also
lost his life in the incident - was

supposedly for the deliverance of the .
" family fro)rln the grasp of demonic

and satanic powers said to have in-
habited the compound for over five
years. i

Speaking to The Nation at
Umuoluihe, dne of the survivors, Mr.
Linus Abba, said he and others ‘ac-

companied the zonal coordinator

of a pentecostal church, the late
Thieukwumere, to the town for the

session, which began at® dbbut

11p.m. last Friday and ended at about

From Ugochukwu Eke, Umuahia

2a.m. the next day.
Abba said during the prayer ses-
sion, he found himself using the toi-

. let at intervals, and suddenly noticed.

a cloud of white smoke, adding:
“That was all I could remember until
I found myself in the hospital”.
Also speaking, a man, who lost his
wife and three children to the inci-
dent, said he was informed by his
wife that they were attending’ the

prayer session the previous night,

only to hear of their death.
he de}s)aligr overnor, Mr. Chris
Akomas, sai e government will
not rest on its oars until the mystery
surrounding the deaths was unrav-
elled.
He spoke

vivors at Nneoma Hospital at

- rector of

‘when he visited the sur: *

Omoba where some of them were
receiving treatment.

Akomas expressed concern that
the church had not sympathised
with the families of the victims.

He directed the Commissioners

“for Health and Environment to

liase with the council chairman to

. fumigate the area so as to avoid an

outbreak of epidemic.
Akomas praised - ‘the Medical Di-

Okey Uwah, for attending to the
victims without demanding de-
posits, and said the government

- will offset the bills.

Responding,: Uwah said all the
victims were in of coma.
But two have regained conscious-

“ miess andt five have been referred to

the Abia State University Teaching

neoma Hospital, Dr -

ABSUTH), Abahe added.

Hosgftal
The Council Chairman, Mr.

. Anthony Agbazuere, described the

"incident as a tragedy, and made a
N100,000 donation for the treatment
of the victims.

Agbazuere advised residents to
stay away from the scene of the inci-
dent for health reasons,” .

The traditional ruler of Alaoma
community, Eze John'Onwukwe,
‘said the community was confused
since the cause of the incident was
yet to be ascertained.

He urged the government to pro-
vide security for lives and groperty
of the residents. -Deputy Conwmis-
sioner of Police: Ibrahim Maishanu
said autopsy will be done on the
bodies torascertain the caase of their
deaths.



