Tension in Ekiti community over |

ENSION is mounting in Odo-Oro com-
munity in Ikole Government Area
of Ekiti State over the murder of a 26-

year-old student, Dele Awogbemi by-suspected

cultists.

Awogbemi, an Ordinary National Diploma
(OND) student of Ko State Polytechnic, Lokoja
was hacked to death % ns believed to be
on the payroll of al mﬁmcommunﬁy
His death has heightened tension in the agrar-
ian COmmumty

The tension was further aggravated by arrest
of some, youths who staged a protest against
Awogbemi’s klllmlgGThe police detained them
] for about two weel

Reliable sources in the community told The
Nation that the student was inflicted with ma-
chete cuts, leading to his death a couple of weeks
ago over the crisis generated by a chieftaincy
title in the area.

The bone of contention is the Alara chieftaincy
title which is believed to be one of the most
prestigious titles in Odo-Oro.

Awogbemi’s death was believed in the com-
munity to have been masterminded by the lo-
cal chief who was alleged to have mobilised
cultists on the pretext that they were serving as
his bodyguards as he expected violence b
those aggrieved with the conferment of the title
ori the said chief.

Addressing a news conference in Ado-Ekiti
on the incident, the Deputy Coordinator of the
Odo-Oro Patriotic Front, Mr Suyi Ayodele called
on the Ins r-General of ohce, Mr Mike
Okiro to immediately launch an investigation
into the killing with a view to bringing the per-
petrators to book.

Ayodele dismay with the boast of
the local chi thathecam\otbebnoughtto;us—
tice because of his connections and
disappointment with the attitude of some tra-
ditional chiefs in the town.

He also condemned the escape of a ipal

suspect in the murder who was the gncx
fngofculhstshmedby&\echlefmdxmmale

The suspect was said to have supervised the
kﬂhngofﬂ:ewchm,saymgntnsembarrassmg
in this democratic age that somebody woul

commit murder and would still be allowed to
- walk the streets free.

“It was glaring to everybody that the
title necessitated the of cult-
ists to the town as bodyguards jef sus-

pecttoforestallthed‘l'sruptlonofﬁ\econfer
ment procession d which Dele was chased
by these agents of who macheted him in

of his father. :

elaterdnedmtl’nel‘nspltal.'n\e ouths who
protmﬁedd\edeaﬂ\and&\esmpe lheprma-

.ing on over the matter, Onas

student’s murder
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pal suspect were being detained by these wicked
people because they are rich.

“We want to warn the principal actors in this
crisis to stop further arrests of youths of the
town in the interest of peace”, Ayodele said.

The Commissioner of Police in the state, Mr
Yomi Onashile revealed that the police had
launched a manhunt for the escaped cultists de-
clarm the readiness of his command to bring

th ers to1 ]llSthE tha

e ainin t investigations are go-
e J hﬁe said he l;gad

been fully briefed on the matter but confirmed
that though the prin ucjpal actor had fled the com-
O

munity, ﬁ)hce \
to arrest him.

d do-everything possible



