One
PARTY wason
A diodeath
d three Policemen in-

jured in the Niger state local gov-
_ernment elections that were
marred withviolenceand a 1hy

while elections did not hold for -

lack of voting materials in some
areas of the state. '
Though the election which
started as early as 8 am in some
polling stations jn Minna the state
capi did notstartin someareas
six hours after the commence-
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Minna

rnentofvohngfor]a‘leamvalof

struck in Ka -
: locje‘iy area gfaéa’{e
statewhenafweoffbetwemsup—

porters of two rival parties left
one of them (names withheld)
dead. Hewas stabbed todeathin
ﬁ1emeleethatensued Aleepcar
g to a Peoples Demo-
lgl;\:ty(PDP)dneﬁamAlhqp
Moham-
med il;ﬁa
was equally
damaged
duting the

“In Muyan Local government

_area voting did not take place in
at least ten units in Serkin Pawa; -

the hea o of the comndls
Investigations by our correspond-
ent revealed that voting, materi-
als were not taking to the area,
while some electoral gfficers in
some of the units turned dewn

. offer to preside in the area.

The dev in the area.

A Nigerian
PaIty(ANPP)bforma]ly

to the Divisional Police

officer, as the office of the Niger
slaheIndepmdatElectoralem

missioninthearea wasunderlock

and key.«,

kesmanfor par-
ties, iMalami Dogp, the AC
chairmanship candidate described
election in the area as a sham and

. unacceptable to the two parties.

“What we are witnessing today is
arape of democracy. This elecg,on
was a sham and unacceptable to
us. Inplaces where votingwascon-
gle "“Dogo dlar?ntelc]i.se
register,’ comy

" In'Suleja local govgmment
election would have witmessed
early di ions, as thugs alleg-
edly hired by one of the political
parties stormed some sta-
tions in the town to’ voters
away from polling stations, but
ﬂﬂrmovsweteoomtmedby

-away the boxes to safety.

. Police.
Violence however erupted at
Old Minna Park and Anguwar
yamma]l];% stations when the
that most of the
votms that braved their
were voting for candidates in the
opposing ,and ventured to
cart away the ballot boxes before
Police men in the area rose to the
defense of the boxes by taking
them away to the Police station.
_ Irked by the action of the Po-
licernen,
to take
Tn the
course of the attack, the thugs in-

Policemen for al

" jured an Assistant Superintend-

NATION gathered -
that the thugs descended on the

killed, others injured in Niger Council polls

ent of Police, Mr. Hassan Umoru
and two other junior officers.

As at 230 pm seven ballot
boxes were seen at the Suleja Po-
lice ‘station.

Inbaanako local govembmment
area, ot were brought
inatabout Bag;sn while ofﬁc;gahls
of the electoral body had to send
for result sheets for the chairman-

“ ship election results at about 2: 15

pm.
The peaceful situation in Bida

local government was nearly
marred by an edrly face off be-
tween sup; of two main
E;Etles at BCC po]]mg unit, be-
Police interverition quell the




