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T least, 0 able-bod:-"
ied youths ran into
eath last week in

~one of the Bayelsa creeks
" while engaging in an illegal
bunkering business.

The Nation gathered that
about 10 big boats with
which they were doing the
unhaly business were also
lost to the inferno that lasted
several hours.

Some militants were said
to have employed sophisti-
cated equipment to “tap
petrol” rom “NNPC
piﬁel_ines at different creeks
which they “allocate” to
their.customers from differ-
ent states.

It was learnt that petro-
leum dealers from the
littoral states, particularly
Akwa Ibom, Rivers, Delta
and Ondo take the lead in
the business, Popularly
tagged mole-mole.

gﬁhough they had been in

the business for months,
with minor incidents, the
dealers, had a bitter story to
tell = after the. [last

Wednesday’s éncounter

with fire. -
“It was the worst experi-
ence I have had since

months ago. o
“My: initial fear was the

risk of being arrested while

. returning to base by secu-
rity agents, and with the
uniform men well taken
care-off, we never envis-

‘aged any problem,” a dealer-

R

re-.
luctantly ‘joined. them four

By Alex Kalejaiye
who lost his boat with four
“boys” narrated.

He lamented that his two
40 horses power outboard
engings equally went down
the sea with the boat with-
out a trace.

“1did not follow them that
day, but from what I gath-
ered, someone must have
been careless with fire,” he
said. _

He explained that the mili-

tants foresaw such incident

and made it mandatory that

the boats are positioned at

safe distance.

“Not less than 10 boats are
involved in the fire disaster,
and each boat usually""have

between four and six per~

sons. Conservatively put,

over 50 people must have

been consumed by the fire.
“Unfortunately it is not a

thing that can be reported to

th(i police because it is ille-
Al

E:me. ‘Ordinarily, I could just
ire a boat and the militants
will fill my tanks. for me to
meet up again,” he said.

An average boat, built in
‘the likeness of a ship, con- -

tains about five standard

o tanks with a capacity

or-thousands of litres, .

- -Denied access to their God-
given resources, the youths -
opted for a self-help measure.
to afnsure better share of the .-
caKe. R Lt ’

g”'I.'he onl painfixl thing.
" there are the souls that: are

When contacted, a source at
Bayelsa State: Police said the
command was not aware of
the accident. | '

Heex laine_ld that somany
of such had happened in the

ast without any one in-

orming the police.

“They know it is their
cross which they dori’t need
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to share with the public and

we are not bothered,” hesaid. .

ljaw. and Itsekiri militias
clashed around Madangho
area of Delta state penultimate

. week over control of illegal

bunkering ‘territory’.
It was gathered that the dis-
uted route was ceded tothem
security agents and multi-

" Lagos State. -~

Dr. Jonathan Gogdluck, decarating L

. national companies to ensure

peace.
[ " The Bayelsa inferno oc-

! curred barely 24 hours after |

pipeline fi t happened at
the Agbagbo village in Iru
Local Government Area of

PR ik r e ets
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- Col. Mustapha Onoyiveta with his new . rarik of Colone

I at State House Abuja on Friday ",
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