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lra at
pular ,Te]gtfggho
market, Yaba, Lagos
Mainland yesterday. Two
men, battling to putoutalate
evening inferno which gutted
. the market were ‘killeg.u
Traders who had closed on
Tuesday evening after the
day’s jo{;
the fire which.took hours to
putout. .
Governor Babatunde
Fashola, who was at the mar-
ket yesterday, expressed
shock and ordered its imme-
diate closure. -~
A failed rescue mission to
contain the fire caused the
death of the two men said to
Eavebeen trapped in the mar-
et. -

The duo, whose identities .

remained unknown yester-
day and an official of the State
Fire Service were tra as
they strove toxcurtalj'i the in-
ferno, described as the worst
in the market's history, from
spreading to other sections.
cued while the remaining two
have not been found, even as
the , traders, yesterday
counted their losses.
" A trader, simply identified
as Emeka saton a{umt table.
“Inoknow how I go start again
00,” was all he muttered as
friends and symphatisers
tried without success to con-
sole him. .
“Every time na im dis market
dey burn, everytime.” .
He watched as smoke and
smoldering ash billowed
from what was.once his only
source of livelihood.
Goods worth several mil-
lion of naira were lost.

+One of the traders bemoaning her fate

lost their wares to

™

former Lagos Depul
Authority (L .’

By Dele Adéyanju

.. Some people believed the

. inferno was caused by an elec-

trical fault in a section of the -

market known as Canteen.
‘The fire, The Nation leamnt
. started at about 7:30pm in the
» canteen section of the market
after most traders had closed
for the day. '
Few people were inside the

 market when the fire started.

None could, however, do

- anything to prevent the fire

. from spreading because of its
sheer intensity.
Some who made initial at-
tempts to check it failed.
The Nation watched as sev-

" sible. ‘

- ;

Y

Dr. Oke: Osanyint

g the Hspection of the market

eral tradersand symphahsers
tried to clear the debris, while
several ‘others ‘ watched

speechless. :

They were yet to come to
« terms with the magnitude of

their Josses.
Most of the affected sho
owners had travelled for the

-yuletide, making identifica-

tion of wares almost impos-

Market officials were how-

ever tinavailable for com-
‘ment, at the

time of this re-

Several people expressed
displeasute at the slow re-
sponse to distress call by fire
fighters. Ojuelegba fire sta-

*Governor Fashola (second right), Mr Afolabi Kofo-Abayomi, Special Adviser to the g

Marager, fLégos

. tion, few minutes drive from

the . scene - could ‘have
checked the inferno, some
people said.

A resident, whovgave his -

name as Isiaka Oyetunde,
said it smacked of irrespon-

* sibility and outright negli-

.

gence on the part of the Fire
men, whose office islocated
close to the area; but still

. failed to show up, =~

“We do niet know what

they are paid for if they can

not come at a time when

-they are mostly needed.

“Several people evéen went
to their office to alert them

‘immedijately . it éthe ‘fire)

started but they did not show

: ),',Mrs Adetoun Ademtan,

ironmental Manm%ﬁ ;
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u%,‘; he alléged. ,

ere was also wide-

spread discontent that the-

police failed to rein in the
Area Boys or street urchins;
who were on the lodse and
prevented. genuine’ resi-

~ dents from taming the fire.

The development fuelled
suspicion that some yet to
be identified persons are

behind the incident for rea- -

sons best known to them.

- Thesocial miscreants, rather

than salvage wares, took un-

due advantage of the incident

to-break into shops to. loot.
“How can people be loot-

-ing those who have lost so

much already and the police

de

~*only movéin and rescue

Akeem Bello, the media

. aide to Governor Raji~
*Fashola, however, praised the

fire fighters for rising to the
occasion.

Fashola yesterday ex-
pressed sadness over the fire
which Joccurred at the
Tejuosho Market. He or-
dered and directed the im-
mediate closure of the mar-
ket. .- . .
‘The goverrior said the mar-
ket would not be reopened’

~until his administration was

satisfied that the strictures
are fit for commercial activi-
ties. .

Fashola, also directed the
pulling down of the market
even as he appealed to the

" traders to vacate the area as

the Police have been directed
to take charge of the area. .

.~ +“He explained that heavy

-duty equipment already
oyed to:the site could
those who might have
been trapped including a
ersonnel of the State Fire
ervice only when the
traders have vacated the
market. .
He said the structure of
the market had weakened
as it was constructed over

.30 years ago, saying the
~ state government would

rebuild the market into a
model market befitting
the status of the area. -

Fashola said the state
government might ‘ac-
quire some properties
around the market in order

" to.ensure that the state

builds a ultra-modern mar-- .

ket that will accommodate
all the traders in-the area
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_ cannotapprehend them,” he e
fumed
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