OVERNOR Segun
Oni of Ekiti State 5
younger brother

Lanre was yesterday shot

by policemen at a check-

Eomt on Esa- Oke/Ilesa
oad, Osun State

" J ers were not. They were

*Lanre Oni inside a truck, with the three who are dead, insisting on his innocence ...

Police shoot Governor Oni’s brother

* Chief Detail’s driver, two

From Wale Folarin, -
Osogbo

killed by the secuntymen
who . mistook them for

—| armed robbers.

Shot dead were the driver :

of the Ekiti State Govern-

ment House Kia Picardo car -

w1th reglstratlon number

and two pasten-.

gers.
- Lanre and another passen-

yesterday. PHOTO: WALE FOLARIN

thers killed

ger Alao Olatunji, sur-
vived with bullet wounds.
Lanre - an Ado-Ekiti panel
-beatérwas shot on the
chest anhd right leg.

Continued on page 2
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to 1mprove power genera-

‘Three killed aspolice shoot Gov

“We are no armed robbers’

Olatunji, an HND 1 Estate
Mana%ement student of the
Osun State College of Tech-
nology, Esa-Oke, was shot
in the left rib.
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Here is the interview with Lanre and Olatunji
Who are you? : .
Lanre: I am Lanre Oni from Ifaki-Ekiti. I am a younger

Police Commissioner Mr
John Moronike had earlier
paraded them as robbery
suspects.

oronike who spoke with
reporters in Osogbo alleged
that the five-man gang “had
been attacking banks in the
state in recent time, and was
trailing a bullion van before
nemesis caught up with
them.”

He said two sub-machine

guns (SMGs) already loaded -

with 33 rounds of live
ammunitions were recov-
ered from the boott: 5 Hhe Cal.

The police boss said his
officers repelled the attack
from the suspects, adding
that the police would inves-

" tigate whether the car in

which the suspects rode was
a government car and how
they came about the guns.
But the story changed
when Lanre spoke with jour-
nalists, saying the police-
men panicked when the
saw the SMGs in the boo

" of the car “and they started

shooting”.

His statement was cor-
roborated by the Chief De-
tail to the governor, Sunda

" Tokiinbo, Who spoke to The'
.Nation lastnight. .~
' “They iwere nat armed:

fobbers. I sent them to

__ Please tell t

brother to Governor Segun Oni of Ekiti State. I am a panel
beater, my workshop is at Ado garage.

Haw are you related to him, I mean the governor?

We are o?, the same biological father?

How gome you were atrested for armed robbery?

I am not an armed robber. Please help me to call Tokunbo,
his number is on my mobile phone. He is an 5SS man work-
ing with my brother. Please, tell him they’ve killed his
driver. He was the one who sent us on errand to Ibadan.

How come you are in this mess? ‘

It was Tokunbo the SSS man that sent me to Ibadan to go
and buy tyres for his 304 car. I went to him this morning at
the Governor's office and he gave me money for the tyres
and for feeding. He told his driver to drive'me to Ibadan
and we were in his official car. . :

So what ha]ilpened?

hem to give me water, I want to drink water.
Flease cail Tokunbo, el himto comequickly; they've killed
his driver. .

It's good for you to do without water now, just tell me
your story ' R

When we left Ado-Ekiti, the driver told me that he couldn’t
go to Ibadan with empty vehicle and that he would carry some
1ﬁngssengerﬁ; so as to raise some money. I told him that Tokunbo

d given me enough money to take care of us, but he insisted
on picking passengers. So, he picked that yellow man who is
dead and later picked another man who is
we got'to Esa-Oke-Ilesa road, he picked the third person who is
still alive. While we are going, we met the bullion van going in
front. We were in the oéicia% car with government number, so
we tried to overtake the bullion van, but they prevented us and

so dead now. When

P A

sEed off. They got to the police check paint before us and we

id not know. that theﬁ'echad teld the policemen to stop our car.
When we got to the check point, we were ordered to park and
we did. We were asked to get out of the car and the police asked
for the vehicle particulars and ordered us to sit on the ground.
They then called the driver to open the booth and they found
the guns inside. They then told the driver to go and bring his
driver’s licence. The moment he turned his back at them, one of
them shot him in‘the back and he died immediately. They then
opened fire at us where we sat and killed two other persons
immediately. Théredfter, they moved us down here. Please,
call Tokunbo on my handset, his number is there. We are not
armed robbers, we don't even know the other passengers.

Who owns the guns? .

The guns belong to Tokunbo, the SSS man attached to
Governor Oni. We didn’t even know that the guns were
inside the car booth. .

Where were you shot? . ‘

I wassshot several times in the chest and in my right leg.

Interview with Olatunji

What's your name?

T Dot

P o, Py i 7 IR
I'm Alao Olatunji ovan v DEEstate-Management sty- .

dent of the Osun State College of Technology, ‘Esa-Oke.

What happened? » . :

I was going to Ilesa from Esa-Oke and I stood by the road
side to get a vehicle that would convey me to Ilesa. I saw
the car and I waved it down and I boarded the car. When we
got to the police check point, they stopped us and ordered
us to ﬁdown. They said we should sit on the ground. The
next thing I saw was that they opened fire at us. Please tell
them to take us to the hospital or give us first aid. We are
dying. I am not an armed robber. I'm a student. Look at my
credentials, my certificate. I met the other people in the car.

1 don’t know any of them.

Ibadan to get spare parts of  According to him, Tokunbo,
our cars,” he said, weeping.  a member of the State Secu-
Lanre denied the allegation  rity Service (SSS) attached to
that they were armed robbers. - the governor, sent himand his
P bt ol ot e g TSR 9.
;'tt\at’he'is,bftlxé;'sd;.z%lgglbgi-z : g:)pétr?d buy tyrei:{?f .a{?:(’f’ . assd‘ﬁeem
cal father with Governor Oni. He said the driver picked
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up the three other passen-
Eers along the road against
is advice and that when

rected mobile policemen at
a check point to stop them.
Lanre said they were

they got to Esa-Oke ~llesa ﬂaéﬁed down and the mobile

iore van es
vented them and later di- driver. He said thatthe
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ernor Oni’s brother
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was asked to open the booth
of the car and a search re-
vealed the two .

. According to him, the
belong to the SSS man and
they were not aware that the
weapons were inside the
booth of the car. He said the
driver was killed on the spot.
The 1g\olicemen' sprayed him
and the other passengers with
bullets, killing two others.

Lanre said that the three
other occupants were picked
by the road side, a position
which was corroborated by
Olatunji.

Olatunji, who said that he
did not know any of the pas-
sengers, also explained that
he was éoing to llesa and he
boarded the vehicle alon
the road. Olatunji showe
The Nation his credentials to

e a s
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student. i

The Police Commissioner
later directed that Lanre and
Olatunji be taken to the hos-
pital immediately.

Tokunbo was inconsolable
when he spoke with The Na-
tion. After stage, he could no
longer continue and another
officer had to take the phone
from him.

“The two SMGs were in-
side a black bag in the booth
of the car: These guys don’t
even know how to shoot
guns. I sent them to Ibadan

)
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_them,” he'said..
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