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'Police: militants planned to loot armoury

HE militants, who

I raided Bomadi, head-
-quarters of riverside

Bomadi Local Government
Area of Delta State, killing
two. policemen, including

a sergeant, intended to hi-

. Jack and loot the armoury,

it was learnt yesterday.
The Police announced the

arrest of five suspects and

vowed “not to relent untll\.

we recover our gun”.
The militants were des-

perate to steal weapons-

from the armoury, the Po-
lice added.

Besides, two policemen

" were killed in the failed
heist.

entrance of the armoury in
the ljaw communi (na—me
withheld) was shot atclose
. range by the gunmen, who
invaded the station in a

- e y £ 1 - - -

One of the guards at the

*Five suspects arrested

From Shola O’Nell Warri

convoy of vehicles. .

The service pistol of the
dead policeman was taken -

away b]y the hoodlums
whose p.

moury -was-frustrated b

troops of theJoint Tas

Force (JTE), code-named
“Operation Restore Hope”.

- Police spokesman Ishaku
Banawi,.an Assistant Super-
intendent (ASP), sald the
arsenal is “intact”.

- He said the armoury is
well fortified.

”They would have to

an'to hijack the ar- -

‘Banawi sald the

~target of the

hoodlums waé~

- the deceased zaezr-.j

geant’ s pistol,

: notmgt at after ’

shooting him,
they retrieved it -

andfled -

bum down the entire sta-

tion to get to the armoury, _-‘

he said.

Banawi said the: target of :

the hoodlumsy was the de-
ceased sergeant’s pistol,
noting that after shooting

him, they dispossessed

him of it and fled.

Investigations by The"

Nation revealed that the

T riilitants later attacked a

* patrol van, where they shot
-and killed another p)(r)hce-
man m the wee hours of
the

_Soldi ers, however,
halted the incursion of the
~armed gang into other
pax:ts of the town.

The interim Chairman of
the council, K.O Preyo, de-
nied that the attack on
" Bomadi police station was
carried out by militants,

Ibon s assets remain frozen,
- London court rules -

insisting that it was the
handiwork of unknown
criminals. ~ .

But Banawi disagreed.

. He insisted in a telephorie

mterv1ew that the bandits
were “not armed robbers,
they did not steal anything
thegr only killed the guard

took away his service

He confirmed that the
armed men opened fire on
another police team on pa-
trol, killing one of the men

on the spot.

Banawi said the com-
mand would arrest the sus-
pects, adding that five per-
sons were already in pohce
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