Three killed as robbers strike in Ogt

HREE persons were

I killed ~ yesterday
when armed: robbers
struck in a bank in
Abeokuta, Ogun State. The
robbers dlso made away
with millions of naira in the
incident which happened in
Panseke, a su%urb of
Abeokuta.” .

so, in Ado- EKifi,
Ekiti State capital, a 12-man
robber
storme generation
bank on Ajilosun Street and
carted away an undisclosed
amount of money. -

According to eye-wit-
nesses, the five-man rob-
be gan}%l arrived the bank
with sophisticated weapons
around 11.3%am.

On their arrival, The Na-
tion learnt, the robbers shot
into the air to create panic,
and scare away people.

They went into the bank-
ing hall and ordered staff-
ers and customers to lie face
down. :

Besides rushing to grab

the money on the counters

where cashiers were busy
attending to customers, the
robbers also raided the cus-
tomers, dispossessing them

ang yesterday.
an old

From Femi Shodunke, -

{Abeokuta) and Odunayo
Ogunmola, {Ado-Ekiti)

of money, celiphones and
other valuables. -

.The robbers raided the
bank for about 20 minutes
and escaped before the ar-
rival of policemen from.he
Police Command, who, The
Nation learnt, got the infor-
mation late.

The hoodlums, it was
learnt, fired bullets indis-
criminately into the air to
ease their escape, and in the
process shot some of the pri-
vate guards at the bank.

The development sent the
market women and men
and passersby within the

_Panseke vicinity to run

helter skelther for safety.
Police spokesperson Femt

_ Awoyale, confirmed the

bank raid, but said only one
person was killed.

Awoyale,a De;::uty’ Super-

" intendent (DSP), said two
other people were seriously

injured.
e said his men chased

* the robbers and recovered a
dark brown Daewoo Racer -

car, one locally made pistol,

. céll hone and an AK 47 as-

sault riffle from them.

“We are closing on them,
the villagers have been
helpful in this regard,” he

said.

In the Ado-Ekiti incident,
the robbers, who stormed
the bank in a commando
style, operated unchal-
lenged for about 35 minutes.
They shot sporadically into
the air and cordoned off the
highway. They began the
operation at about 145 pm
and left the scene at about

2.29{{m. .
_ e shooting threw resi-

dents into %anic as the bul-
lets fired by the robbers

reached %lvaces like the Min-

istry of Works and Infra-
structure. Internet browsers
using a cybercafe opposite
the bank narrowly esca
being hit by stray bullets
which entered the cybercafe.
Business and social
activites were paralysed
while the incident lasted.
Vehicles coming into and
leaving Ado-Fkiti via Akure
were diverted to smaller

- routes to avoid being caught

in the crossfire. Offices,

shops and business centres

. in the area were hurriedly

closed.

They came in three vehi-
cles and by the time they
were through with their o{)—
eration, they reportedly
made away with cash inside
11-Ghana-Must-Go bags and
sped off through Ikere
Road. ‘

Eyewitnesses said the
robbers -on entering the

. “banking hall asked “Where
" is the government money!

Where is the government
money!!” fuelling suspicion
that they were acting on a

tip-off.

When The Nation arrived
at the scene after the hood-
lums had left, the gate lead-
ing to the bank was sealed
of% with armed policemen
standing guard at the en-
trance of the bank. -

A crowd stood on the
other side of the main road,
discussing the incident.

None of the members of

. staff of the bank offered to

speak with reporters but a

. customer, who witnessed

the attack, said the robbers
battered some bank work-

_eérs, who did not respond on

time to their request. He said
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