streets. tatihis
” While statin, t the prés-
ence of the mgilitary on the
streets was not only under-
mining = the Constitution,
Tkponmwen added that the
deployment of soldiers to the
streets ran against the prin-
cigles of democracy.
- Suggesting the duties ex-
from the Army and
the Police in a democratic
system, he said that military

could only come out when. .

law and order-had brok
~down. . ’
He lamented that the Po-

lice that should maintain

peace, law and-order was
poorly funded, and'lack the'

capability to ¢ -outit’s.
fanctong,

One ki

ELTA State’s crime
fighting outfit, the °
Response

" Quick
Squad (QRS) yesterday en-
-gaged a four-man robbery
gang in a fierce gun duel.
The shoot-out occurred
shortly after the criminals

snatched a Toyota bus,
marked AH 543 EPR be-
longing to the Church of

the Anointing, Enerhen. -
The hoodlums, believed

The battle, which eyewit-
nesses said was reminis-

cent of the dark days of the |

Warri_crisis, lasted for

.over an hour before the
hoodlums succumbed to -

the "superior power and

tactics of policemen at-

tached to the QRS.

At the end of the gun-
battle one of th’e:f%a'ng
members was felled by

Tled in police, robbers’ shoot-out"

It was le

Curity team was led by a *

Police Inspector, who was
simply identified as Joseph.
Among the victims.of the

- robbery spree was a lagzi

whose car, marked Ekiti

421 ADK, was snatched by *
‘the hoodlums along the '
Effurun/Sapele Road at .
- about 10&11:!1 Co
-~ Sympathisers later alerted
* the police through the emer-

' ‘ i . : gency numbers, a develop-
;Egso%;gﬁige?: hflfé' police while three others, mgé{'which- led to a hot
S rea seized the city for sev.. | 1o suffered severe gun - chase of the criminals along -
eral hours before the ORS | rendos by thesilans  Tajor parts of the city.
stepped in. ‘ ) hended by the gallant e hoodlums at a loca-

NE person was
illed and four oth-
' ers injured yester-

day when the hole they
were digging caved in
from the top, trapping all
_of them. :

nitsha filling

Onitsha

be identified, had hiied' ~
some labourers to dig

some holes for the instal-
lation of some fuel tanks.
All the diggers em-

" The incident occurred at
| about 8 a.m. on Oguta
Road, Onitsha, Anambra
State, where a new fill-

barked on the job simulta-
neously but as the exercise
progressed,. the upper
chamber of the hole sud-

L ing station is bemg built. denly caved in.and bmed
: e owner whois yetto | them.alive. = -~ " -
e TYOHA annaciHion 11ar

staﬁon co

to exhume their bodies
and. one of the labourers
was found dead, the four
others were rushed to an

undisclosed hospital be-
. cause the shovel used in

the rescue mission was

- unknowingly used in in- -
flicting serious injuries’

on then. - %
" When The Nation visited

i+ ond

e NPA Ex-

O FIONG € £
pressway, opened fire on-
police “team which re-

turned fire. .

A  police shot gun
marked 023381 that was al-
legedly snatched. from a
mobile policeman was

. among items recovered

from the hoodlums.
Attempts to reach the:

- 'command’s Public Rela-

tions Officer, ASP Ishaku

- Banawu proved abortive,

- but the Commander of the .

- QRS, Folonmse'A}‘ i,aSa-
- perintendent o

>olice,
confirmed the incident.

llapse claims life

tole

‘|lweek and buried three

people alive before they
w
Speaking to-

Police Qfficer (DPO) of in-
land town Onitsha, Mr.
Ntomchukwu (CSP) re-
vealed that the same inci-
dent had occurred the same

time last year within the the
S g T .

caved in sometime last|.

same area and claimed one
life. -

Nation m :
his office, the Divisional"

The Police Area Com-
mander for Onitsha, Mr.

“"‘Rasheed Akintunde, an

Assistant Commissioner
of Police, who confirmed
the ificident, said he was
yet to get a detailed re%gt 1
of the story from the DPO,
Central Police Station:
Onitsha, who is handling
thecager o 5 i i
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