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TRUTH IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM

 troops battle

‘cultists in Port Harcourt

ches Operation Child of Necessity

sHead of militants group Sogboma feared dead

" Yar'Adua restates
plan to tackle energy

- A FTERafour-day lull,
y guns boomed again

yesterday in Port
Harcourt. -
No-fewer'than 30, mostly

| cultists, were killed as the

Air Borce and the army

pounded the oil city.

It was gathered that trou-
ble started early in the day
when Mobile Policemen
ccosted Mr - Sogboma
George, leader of a mili-
tants’ group, and his convoy
at a checkpoint in the Riv-
ers State capital.

The Commander, 2 Am-

hibious Brigade, Port

arcourt, Brigadier Samuel
Salihu had on Tuesday,
while briefing the Press on
the violence that rocked the
metropolis last week, said
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‘that Solgboma and Mr Ateke

Tom, leader of the Nigér
Delta Vigilante Movement,
had been declared wanted
n connection with the
shootings.

It was said that when
Sogboma was stopped, his
men opened fire at the

MOPOL men, killing one of

them.

The Police reinforced
with Joint Task Force (JTF)
men-_  and stormed
Sogboma’s camp in Marine
Base. In the crossfire,a lit-
tle girl was killed, The Na-
ton learnt.

George reportedly sent a
distress call to his “men in
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By Clarice Azuatalam,
Port Harcourt

Delta State “and in less than

two hours, armed youths
from that area invaded Port
Harcourt in military uni-
form”. This resulted in the
barrage of gunshots that
shook the city.

The gunmen who came
from Delta State stormed
Port Harcourt through
Bundu Waterside at about
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*Map of Rivers State showing Port Harcourt

*Governor Omehia

4am and startettshooting mation Road.

indiscriminately, it was
learnt.

Residents of Aggrey Es-
tate could not sleep as the
area came under heav
shooting: At daybreak, the
rampaging youths moved
onto Aggrey Road and
started burning cars while
shooting into
also burnt a hotel on Ibeto
Cement Road near Recla-
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Many people were feared
to have died in the attack
on the hotel. ’

A detachment of JTF - the
special military squad for
the troubled Niger Delta -
men moved into Town
where there was another
round of shootings that
cri ﬁ)led economic and so-
cial life all day.

Continued on page 2
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RESIDENT Umaru
Musa Yar’Adua yes-
terday urged mem-
bers of his cabinet to ensure
success in all the critical ar-
eas of the economy. He also
implored them fo fight a
small battle to provide the
right leadership. :
e President was speak-
ing at a retreat for mem-

bers of the executive in.
- Abuja.

He promised to give pri-
ority to the development of
agriculture and the real sec-
tor of the economy.

Noting that the. Niger
Delta was a problematic
area, he said Vice President
Goodluck Jonathan was
leading efforts to ensure
peace in the region.

For the nation to attain
the lofty height of being
among the top 20 econo-
mies by 2020, the president
posited that some critical

From Vincent lkuomola,
Abuja
infrastructure must be put .

in place.
is words: “We know

where we want to go. We
know that by 2020, Nigeria
would be one of the top 20.
economies in the world.
We are working to articu,
late this, to realize this vi-
sion and attain this objec-
tive.” :

He  advised political
officeholders to be con-
scious and aware of the
agenda to develop the na-
tion. . i

“For us to achieve our vi-
sion of transforming Ni-
geria from the current stdte
of “underdevelopment,

there are certain things that

must take place. .
First, we must be a nation
that respects the rule of the-
law, regulations and proce- -
Continued on pagei2
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To prevent people from
being caught in the cross-
fire, the JTF men cordoned
off Town from as far as
Leventis bus stop on
Azikiwe Road. People
. whose offices are in Town
and Borokiri went home.
Traders who had gone to
buy food items to sell at
Town and Creek road mar-
kets were stranded.

Those who wanted to
come to Mile One market
from Town could not.

Civil servants at the state
secretariat could not go to
work.

The House of Assembly
could not sit due to the
heavy bombardment of
Marine Base, a shoutin
distance from the Assembly
complex. ’ :

It was gathered that in the
attack, Sogboma’s second-
in command “Ayinla” was
killed- along with many
others. Sogboma is be-
lieved to have escaped with
injuries. But an official
source clajmed later in the
evening that he may have
been killed.

Other areas that came un-
der heavy shootings are
Rumuobiakani and
Ogbunabali.
Rumuobiakani is the host
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killed as troops battle

Update on ‘Child of Necessity’

AN official statement (unedited) explained
the operation yesterday.

It said: .

*The military operations that were car-

ried out by combined force of the Army:

and the Air force successfullly dislodged
the cultists, who prefer to cal

a success and the cultists suffered heavily
in men and material.

*The decision to carry out the operations
was informed by the need to carry the war
to the cultists and to their den.”And the
desired result was achieved, to say the least.
Then, in the early hours of today (Thurs-
day), and having lost substantial grounds,
men and material, the cultists launched a
counter-attdck, and in the process, lost one
of its key men, Sogboma George, a cult
leader. There is unconfirmed report that
Sogboma lost his life in the counter-attack.
In the early hours of this morning (Thurs-
day), the counter-attack was launched from

the waterside where the cultists were -

pushed and confined to, since the military
came into the scene to restore order to some
streets of Port Harcourt, and to the oil-rich
state.

~ military

themselves.

\ . the last count, 32 peop
militants. The operations were decidedly’

*In today’s (Thursday’s) operations, the
had to necessarily cordon off some
portion of the city, to put the cultists in
proper view as targets. This was done to

‘minimize‘é¢ivilian casualties and to avoid

any destruction of prorerty. Inall; and by
e are feared to have
died - most of them cultists.

*The aerial bombing of Soboma
George’s enclave yielded the desired re-
sult because his ill-equipped and rag tag
arined cultists were no 'match to the
rian soldiers and were eagily smoked out

-and those that laid down-their arms were

arrested and taken into custody. But
Soboma was feared dead. And residents of
Port Harcourt are giving the military all
the necessary support and cooperation as
they continue to hail the successful mili-
tary operations. The military has vowed to
stay in'the city, until all cultists are flushed
out,

*The State Government, according to a
reliable source at Brick House, is said to be
satisfied with the calm that is fast return-
ing to Port Harcourt and will issue a state-
ment as soon as all the necessary informa-
tion are assembled.

community of Shell Indus-
trial Area. It was said to
have been attacked because

soldiers fired back. This is
why guns continued to
boom in the area till about

‘Tkwerre Road with sand
bangs. Motorists avoided
the area, using instead Mile

when the JTF men went to noon. 2 and Mile 3 residents were
fish out gun-totting youths Samereason wasadduced forced to raise their hands.

suspected to have beenhid-  for the shootings that oc- Army spokesman Major
ing there, the youths ' curred at Ogbunabali. Sagir Musa said of the bat-

opened fire on them; the

South Korear" 3ntractors.
Militap#— \{.aem the’
by the

Soldiers blocked Mile 1 on

Some key dates (2006) in the life of a region

AY10- A US. oil ) Harcourt. The

Mexecutive em- leased 10 days later.
ployed by.Baker next~

Aug 9 - Two Norwegian

tle: “It was a deliberate ex-
ercise to fish them out. In
the course of going to fish
them out, the boys re-
sponded, resulting to the
gunshots.”
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Cultists In Port Héfcourt f

‘ ABOUT RIVERS STATE

IVERS State, in the
South-South, was
created on May 27,
1967 by a Military Décree.

It's capital and most

wg{opfulous city is Port

arcourt.

The governor~is—Sir
Celestine Omehia. The state
is bounded on the South by
the Atlantic Ocean, to the
North by Imo and Abia
states, to the East by. Akwa
Ibom State and to the West
by Bayelsa and Delta states.

‘The inland part of Rivers
State consists of tropical
rainforest; towards the
coast the typical Niger

Delta " énvironment
features many mangrove
swamps.

The ethnic composition of
the state is diverse but
linguistic scholars have

rouped these communities
mnto.six major linguistic

oups, namely ljoid, lower

iger (Igboid), Ogoni,
Central Delta, Delta Edoid,
and Lower Cross.

Its main towns are Port
Harcourt, Abonnema;
Omoku, Okrika, Oyigbo,
Elele, Bonny and Opobo.

The population of the
state in the 2006 population
census is 5,185,400.

Maj. Musa said that the
JTF acted on tip-off and
went to the hideouts of the
boys.

While stressing that no
casualty was recorded on
the part of the JTF, he said
that he suspected that
Sogboma whom he de-
scribed as “a factional
leader of “militant group”
may have been killed.

ut unofficial sources
said that Sogboma escaped
from the battle.

The Army s&)okesman
also said that 20 suspected
militants were arrested and
that Operation “Child of
Necessity” would be sus-
tained, until Port Harcourt
is rid of armed youths.
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It was gathered that the
JTF gave the operation this .
name because the earlier
troops, deployment did not
subdue the militant groups.
The state government was
said to have been giving the
troops directives on how
and where to operate.
- “This time, I’ﬁ’eacti‘vities
are being co-coordinated
from Abuja and they have
been told to take directives
from there to ensure that
nobody is treated as sacred
cow,” a military source said.

This explains th e law-
maker from the Assembly
was arrested. He is still in
JTF custody although an
unconfirmed report said he
had been flown to Abuja.
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