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ARRI, Delta State,
was thrown into
panic yesterday,
following the assassination
of an aide to former Gover-
nor James Ibori.
The body of Arido
oboghare, a chief who
was kidnapped on Sunday
night, was discovered in
the early hours of yester-
day on Atie Arubi Street in
the oil city.

He was special assistant
to Ibori on community af-
fairs, chairman of Ughelli
North Local Government
and a chieftain of the Peo-

les Democratic Party
MEUE.

O Also yesterday in Port

Harcourt, Rivers State, un-
known gunmen stormed
the residence of one of the
new commissioners where
a party was being held, kill-
ing one person and injuring
three others.

The two gunmen on a
motorcycle stormed Ojike
Street Diobu,

ort
Harcourt home af the new
cofiitmisséaner and opened

fire on the celebrants before
fleeing.

Family sources told The
Nation that Muoboghare
was on his way home on
Sunday from an engage-
ment when gunmen ac-
costed him a few metres
away from his house on
Mosheshe Street, off Okubo
Road, Effurun.

It was Tearnt that his rela-
tion were alerted by some
people at the scene of the
abduction. A search conse-

O

quently began for him and.

his abductors.
The team searched for
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From Shola O’Neil, warsi
and Clarice Azuatalam,
Port Harcourt
several hours but there was

no luck.

His remains were later
discovered on Atie Arubi
Street, in neighbouring
Warri.

The Commissioner of Po-
lice, Delta State Command,
Mr. Hezekiah Dimka con-
firmed the story in a tel-

ephone interview last
night.
imka said the slain PDP

chieftain was on his way
home when he was ab-
ducted, adding that efforts
were being made by the
police to unmask the kill-
ers.

The murder of
Muoboghare, has raised
tension in volatile Ughelli.

It was gathered that his
death may not be uncon-
nected with the political
activities geared towards
the forthcoming local coun-
cil elections. - ;

A prominent politician in’

the area, Chief Otitibriti,
was killed shortly before
the governorship election.

Before the tragedy at the
commissioner’s residence,
Rivers State Governor Sir
Celestine Omehia had
urged members of his ex-

T ——— .

ecutive council o render

selfless service.

Omehia, who was ad-
dressing the new Commis-
sioners at the Government
House, Port Harcourt, told
them that they were se-
lected at a critical period in
the history of the state.

He said they should al-

Continued on page 2
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"Gunmen kill guest at Rivers’
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ssly as his 18-month ol
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Commissioner’s party

Mum
dead as
three kids

struggle

for life

d child cries at the hospital.
PHOTO: SHOLA O'NEIL
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From Shola O’Neil, warri

VEN on her sick bed,
she could remember
her three ailing
children. In pains, she
sobbed and wondered
what fate befell them - all
burns victims following a
killer-kerosene explosion.

Mrs Stella Agbeni’s
children are battling for
life; she lost the battle
yesterday. She died,’
raising the toll in the
Warri, Delta State kero-
sene blasts.

The death toll from
kerosene explosions rose
to over 20 yesterday as
fresh cases broke out in
neighbouring Effurun and
Udu.

The fate of victims may
further be compounded by
an acute shortage of facili-
Continued on page 2
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Ibori’s man

assassinated
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‘ways ask: “for ‘divine
strength and wisdom to lift

. the state higher as that
. would be:thé bedrock of
“what we can do for our
people.”
- Theformer Chief Press Sec-
(CPS) to the governor,
 Mr Emma Okah, will head
~the Information Ministry. Mr
Paulinus Nsirim, a one-time
CPS during the military era
is to take over the office be-
Em_,.\mnw»mn_w Okah.
Nsirim, who was earlier
screened for commissio-
nership was dropped.
Another. commissioner-
nominee- was completely
dropped based on a secu-
ZW report against him.
r Ngozi
diate past commissioner for
Education, retained her
portfolio,

Dr Roseline Konya,

- former Commissioner for
Envitonment who also re-
turned as commissioner,
was assigned Commerce

and Industry.

u, the imme- .

tice/ Attorne General,
Dandison Ukwu (Youth,
Employment and mBmNSmT
ment),Chief Dir Silas Eneyo,
Health, Okwedi Francis (Fi-
nance), Chidi Nweke (Agri-
culture), Nancy Nwankwo
(Women Affairs), Okwu-
Worlu Chidiebere (Lands,
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment); and Deinma Iyalla,
ater Resources.

Boniface Emerengwa,
(Budget and Economic Plan-
“n:mv\ Emmanuel made the
ist. .

Omah (Works), Charles
Ihua Maduenyi al Gov-
mnE_w.mma >m~wmnmmn

I iri Uche ial Du-
ties), mwﬂm:_uo UNMM.WM Jack
ransport) Ikalama Theoph-
us Awongo, Chieftaincy and
Community Affairs, Christ-
opher Green (Sports) and
Billy Braide Eldred (Ener
and Natural Resources) made
the list. The others are:
Dammy Oruitemeka (Cul-
ture and Tourism), Fredrick
Tolofari (Speci ties) and
Ndubuisi Nwankwo (Envi-
ronment).

Others are: Okey Wali, Jus-



