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2007 GOVERNORSHIP POLLS

HERE was mayhem in

Port Harcourt, Rivers

State, in the early
hours of yesterday when
suspected militants struck
and burnt down two Police
stations, allegedly killing
three policemen includin
an unidentified Divisiona
Police Officer (DPO).

The two police stations are
at Mini-Okoro and Elelenwo
all in Obio/ Akpor Local
, 3 Government ‘area of Port
par Harcourt.™
area. House of The incident occurred si-
ballot paper did multaneously at the two Po-
Acco npgt}gg lice stations between la.m.
were tryvin val o1 ClecdL | 54t and 2a.m.

neand 4 : At the Mini-Okoro Police

- : - station, the attackers were
said to have sacked all the
Policemen on duty and suc-
ceeded in killing six of them
while all the detainees there
were released from the Po-
lice cell.

At Elelenwo Police station,
the attackers reportedly
killed three policemen in-
cluding the Divisional Police
Officer (DPO) in charge
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A tions conducted in
Anambra state yesterday
were marred by serious vio-
lence, as three officers of the
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC

sioner, Mir. Oliver Ostch
told newsmen yesterday that
recorded

failed to cast
3pm yesterday declared that
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Bloodbath in Port Harcourt

« Militants burn two police stations, kill DPO, 6 cops, civilians

From Clarice Azuatalam,
Port Harcourt

there while all the female
police officers on duty there
were taken hostage. Due to
the location of thé Police

station, some civilians were

allegedly killed in the at-
tack and the detainees there
also released as in Mini-
Okoro.

After the attack, the attack-
ers used the walkie-talkie
seized from the Police men
to inform the Police authori-
ties in the state of the opera-
tion.

" The Nation gathered that

the attackers of these Police
stations were aggrieved at
the state government’s al-
leged decision to work with
two militant groups in this
election. According to the
source, it was the desire of
the government to clinch
victory by all means that
made it to co-opt the second
militant group and also “set-
tled for ﬁie job.”

Piqued at the govern-

rs clearing a street of bonfires made by residents protesting ove

ment’s alleged action, the
first group it allegedly
contracted for the job, de-
cided to express their an-
ger by attac ing the police
stations. Besides, mem-
bers of the second group
are said to be boys who
broke off from tIZe first
roup.

At Mini-Okoro, the at-
tackers burnt several ve-
hicles including the ones
impounded from some
persons by the Police.
Even one of the 30 new
vans donated to the Police
by the state government
was set ablaze.

However, the Police
PRO in the state, Mrs Ireju
Barasua who confirmed
the attack on the Police sta-
tions, said that six police-
men were killed at Mini-
Okoro while only one was
killed at Elelenwo.

But the Commissioner
of police (CP) in the state,
Mr Felix Ogbaudu said
“several persons were
killed in the attack.”

r the

polls in Effurun, Delta State oil town ...

At a briefing in Port
Harcourt later yesterday,
Ogbaudu said the burning
down of the Police stations
by militants was an attempt
to stop the general elections
in the state.

The CP said he believed
this because when the armed
militants stormed the Police
stations, they were shout-
ing “no election today” be-
fore they set the stations
ablaze.

He further confirmed that
the militants freed all the
detainees and burnt down
all the weapons and new
vehicles just donated by the
state government. )

In a related incident, three
soldiers were attacked in
Buguma, Asari -Toru Local
Government area of the
state and their weapons
seized by their attackers.

A military source in Port
Harcourt in confirming the
attack on the three soldiers
also said they are now ly-
ing critically ill at the miﬁ-
tary hospital, Port Harcourt.

PHOTO: REUTERS

HE governorship and
House of Assembly elec-
tions in Ondo State were
marred with violence and ir-

geﬁularities as 10 people were

ous election centres. N
Those killed included four
people in Ikare-Akoko in
Akoko North/East Local Gov-
ernment, twoin Akure, the state
capital, two in Idanre in Idanre
Local Government and two
others in’ Akungba-Akoko.
Apart from late arrival of
election materials to different
arts of the state, there were
shortages of materials in
several voting centres in the
state
For instance, voting was de-
layed for several hours in Iaje

Wife_ - :
However, the election

sult of late arrival of election
materials in the area just as
voting started in some places
around noon.

Also, three vehicles including
the official vehicles of a House
of Assembly member from
Owo, Mr. Abayomi Ode, alleg-

illed during the clashes in vari- .

Local Government area as a re- -

From Babatope Okeowo,
Akure

edly used to snaich ballot boxes
were destroyed by irate mob.
The vehicles destroyed in
Akungba-Akoko belonged to
some politicians who tried to
steal ballot boxes before the
counting of the votes

Some prominent politicians
like the of the Pub-
licity, Media Relations and
Strategy of the Labour Party
(LP), Mr. Aderemi Olatubora
and the LP’s candidate for
Trele/ Okitipupa Federal Con-
stituency, Mr. Dele Olatunyi,
were arrested on the eve of the
election and kept in the 19
Mechanized Battalion.

Although, the elections were
peaceful in some parts of
Akure, Ondo town, Owo,
Tkaram-Akoko, He-Oluji, the
same was not the case in some

towns like Ikare-Akoko,

Akungba, ju/Ita-Ogbolu.
There were cases of snatch-
ing of ballot boxes and other
election materials in some ar-
eas, as the State Deputy Gover-

nor, Otunba Omolade
Oluwateru was said to have
led some hoodlums around
Akure to remove ballot
boxes from polling centres,
the allegation which he ve-
hemently denied.

The affected areas in
Akure included Sacred
Heart Cathedral, Isikan,
Ayedun, Owode and
Araromi.

In his reaction, Oluwateru
described the allegation as

baseless, saying that the al-

legation was gart of plans
of the Labour Party to whip
up sentiment because they
know they were going to
loose the election.

Speaking with reporters at
his official residence at the
Government House, the
deputy governor said he
was never involved in any
attempt to steal ballot boxes.

The Nation noted that there
were massive irregularities,
intimidation of voters and
manipulation of voters in
many parts of the state. It

10 killed in Ondo as violence mars polls

was also observed that vot-
ing did not start on time, as
election materials did not get
to the voting centres on time.

Voting materials did not

et to Ose and Ile-Oluji/

keigbo Local Government
areas of the state until late in
the afternoon.

In Akungba-Akoko, two
vehicles, a Honda saloon car.
marked Kano AG 41 KMC
and a Nissan car bus Ondo
AG 241 KAA said to have
been used by suspected
hoodlums to steal ballot
boxes were intercepted and
destroyed by the people of
the community.

The ballot boxes were later
retrieved from the people,
while the driver of the
Honda car was said to have
died of injuries sustained in
the melee.

However, the Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO), Mr.
Adeniran Aremu, said the
election was, peaceful, as the
police had provided ad-
equate security. - .
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