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Mystery
~death of a

casual Worker

°Farru1y suspects foul play
*Firm: He defied securrty by
swimming in pond

Obioma Nwagwu, a
factory hand at Phoe-
nix Steel Mills, -

mu, Ogun State, Was B
d inside the.

found
factory pond. His fam-
ily and employer disa-
gree over the circum-
stances of Obioma’s
death. TOBA AGBO-

- OLA reports

\.

: BIOMA Nwagwu, 26, a
casual worker at Phoe-

p}ace is well caged ang fmmwhat\

was told, theeesecusity n
ally ﬁ aide the place ’
e

n I examined the body

Under normal circumstance, ifa-
-personis drowning, there is ten- -
dency that he or she will swallow:
~'water; the tumm and some parts.~

of the body will be bleated by the

time you bring him out, but he..
wasn't. The teeth were clenched -

and there was riothing like water

in the body. What occurred to me

immediately was that somebody

“killed the boy and dropped him

there.

nix Steel Mills Limited,
Shagamu, Ogun State, left home'

on the night of March 14 for his
duty.

He was last, seen
Ieagues‘ around 4am, the second
day. This was the period they
(casual workers) went on break.

His. body. was later discovered
inside a small pond belonging to
the company a few hours after he
Weénit on ] .

His family $li§pécts foul play.

_ -But the company thinks other-
wise.”

Speaking with The Nation on the
incident, his -cousin, .Dr.
Nwogwugwu Ndubuisi, a doctor.
He suspected that something
went wrong.

“They need to tell us how the
boy died and how the body got
info the pond. Nobody was able
to give us that explanation,”
Nwogwugwu said.

He alleged that after examin-

v hig cols

Y

ing the body, he discovered that

the death had occurred before the
body was thrown into the pond.

His words: “I got to the com-
pany around 7am on March 15,

when the late Obioma’s col-r ‘

es came to call me,

y the time I got there, they
«were already carrying him in an
ambulance, trying to take him to
the-mortuary, without even con-
sulting with us. I stopped them.
So, I went to examine the body.
Mere lookihg at the remains, |
knew there was something wrong,
because all over the body, the boy’

was painted with léad product.
“I was told that the body had .
just been extracted from the pond.
I decided to see the pond, what 1
noticed was that no normal hu-
man being will go. there. The'

lea

“During the course of my inves-
tigation, I was told that tlree
securitymen were supposed to
guard the place,” he explained.

- He alleged that no security per-
sonnel was there when .the inc

tl%at’ somebody was inside
well,” he noted.

‘There was speculatlon that
some Indian native doctors per-

formed some rituals’ in the’

premises, three days before the
incident. It 'was also alleged that
a worker must die anytime such
a ritual takes place.

Dr. Nwogwugwu said that the

family tried to see the Personnel.
7 Manager, Mr.. Fransci Igoch

T tried to see the:
Manager In'the first instance,
didn’t want to see us. He sent
somebody. We tried to get an ex-

planation from the person, butill -

today we have not got any -real

. explana'ﬂon, he said.
u said that he was -
later invited to the Shagamu Po-

‘Nwogwu

lice Station where he made a state-
ment.

“During our discussion at the -

police’station, we were told that
the police had gone ahead to do a
post-mortem without our consent
and they didn’t allow anybody to

see the body at the mortuary. It
was like there is.a cover-up, '

Nwogwugwu said,

The Nation also leamt that pn ;
‘March 16, there was a protest by /
the workers. The company wasg -
. said to have invited . armed so}- .

diers.

staff, the management invited the

soldiers for the fear of possible

. reprisal attacks by some irate

workers who were protesting the
i death of Obioma.

The step-mother of the de,-r

According to a member of. the .

‘During our
discussion at the
police station, we

that the
ahead to d(, a
post-mortem

8 without our con-

sent and they

g didn’t allow any-

bodv to see th

ia,igu‘}:. i
there is a cover-
up’

‘fceased Mrs Blessing Nwakwu,
“.said the late Obioma left home

Wednesday night for work. She
said that was the last time she saw
himzonly for his colleagues tocall

“her the second day.

She said the late Obioma -started
the job just two months ago and
was being paid N60O per day.

“ She said, the deceased was an
. easy-going’ person, well-be:

haved who ordinarily would -
‘had-met with Obioma’s family.

" with a-view to paying compen-

0 niéat’an open water tank,
less jump into one.

” The Managing Director and

Chief Executive of the company,;

Sunil Goel, alleged that Oblomar K
swam in_the pond, agamst the" N

company’s rules.
“On March 15, one boy decided

to swim in the pond and.we have
strict instruction for eves .

a ve
rybody not to swim in the pond:

- We've created bathrooms On that: .

+The p’or\d where Obioma’s body was allegedly found

~sThelate Obioma’

day, the bc{ just took off ‘his’
clothes and jumped into the
pond,” Goel said.

Goel said a secuntyman at the

“scene tried to restrain Obioma,
- but he freed himself and ]umped,
- into the pond. -~ -

- “We had-a securityman there

who tried to save the boy, but he

- freed himself and jumped into the

pond. The family was contacted

' 1mmed1ate1y, so also were thep :

police,” Goel said.
Mr  Igoche said the company

satxon to them. .
“"Phoenix-Steel Mills Limited is
into aluminiumi production. Tt

" has about 500 workers.

- When our reporter visited the

“scene, the place was fenced

| -around with iron-wrought. The
“tank which is actually being used
~as.a coolant looks so deep and ',
_dirty that no sane man would
Cwrant o bath wiith the wator
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