O fewer than six
persons are feared
killed, several oth-

ers critically injured and

properties worth a fortune

destroyed Sunday night in

aclash between a suspected

cult group and youths in
e

Emede, Isoko South Local

Government area of Delta
State.

Panic-stricken residents
of the town are said to have
fled the tense community
in large numbers.

The suspected custists are
known as the Lion Zone

Boys.

wa

demned the recent pattern of
violent disruption of rallies
by “criminal elements.”

e statement reads: “It is
becoming obvious that these
acts of violence are deliber-
ately being instigated by
anti-democratic forces deter-
mined to undermine the suc-
cess of the forthcoming elec-
tions by creating an atmo-
;E:ere of insecyrity and

os as par} of.their ploy49 , | orfulang exciting campaigns’, -

From Dominic Adewole,
Asaba

The Nation gathered that
the crisis broke out follow-
ing the hijacking by the
cultists of a sand excavatin
job given to a unidentifie
contractor.

The job, perceived as lu-
crative, had been the exclu-
sive preserve of the youths
in the poor community who
used its dproceeds to keep
body and soul together.

There has been a crisis of
confidence between the
youths and the suspected

rns perpetrators of p

thwart the free expression of
the people’s will.

“For the avoidance of
doubt, the Lagos State gov-
ernment will spare no etfort
to maintain the well known
tradition of peaceful rallies
and campaigns in the state.
We will recall that in 1999
and 2003, we had keenly
contested elections in Lagos
State during which the _qol-

cutltists for about four

.years over the alleged acts
" of terrorism inflicted by the

latter who were also
accused of seizing all viable
communal activities for
their selfish profit.

The Nation learnt that yes-
terday’s incident came fol-
lowing the leaking of a se-
cret plan to rein in the Lion
Zone Boys by arresting
them.

Collaborating in the plan
were police who had been
finding it difficult to arrest
the Boys.

were hardly ever marred by
the kind of violence being
unleashed on innocent citi-
zens today.

" “The competition between
political parties and candi-
dates was always at the
level of ideas and the intel-
lect, never violence and
bloodshed. We cannot afford
to tarnish the well-earned
image of Lagos as a land of

liberty, peace and, freedom;

It was revealed that when
the Lion Boys got wind of
the plan to arrest them, they
armed themselves to the
teeth with lethal weapons
and charms a.

The community’s youths
in collaboration as police-
men from the Oleh police
station, in mufti, were said
to have entered the Lion Zone
in a bid to arrest them but
met with strong resistance
from the boys who opened
fire on them.

The youths and the police,
who were not properly

olitical violence

where a million contending
ideas are allowed to bloom
in an atmosphere of toler-
ance that is second to none
in the country.

“ Asiwaju Tinubu calls on
all residents of Lagos State
not to be intimidated by
those who want to scare the
majority of the people from
participating in the politi-

. cal process_through vio-

lence;",:-.g 7L

.+ muify youths.

Six killed in Delta cult/youths clash

armed, beat a retreat, rein-
forced and and returned.
Thereafter, spontaneous
gunfire rocked the commu-

%
ousehold properties,
including one vehicle and

three motorcycles of some

perceived sponsors and
supporters of the alleged
terror %'Otzﬁ, were later burnt
down by the youths.

The presence of the police
was said not to help matters|
as the angry youths
brandished dangerous weap-
ons and were al%e ed to have
shot dead six of the boys,
including their leader,
Gabon.

Two persons, includin
the presumed arrow-hea
aiding the Lion Zone Boys and
a primary school teacher,
Mr. Andrew Iborogu have
been arrested by the police
in connection with the crisis.

When contacted, the Divi-
sional Police Officer (DPO) in
charged of Oleh police sta-
tion,%\/lr. Shodipo Razak de-
nied any collaboration be-
tween his men and the coms,
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