Nine feared killed in Bayelsa communal clash

INE people were
feareE], Eiliea at the
weekend when a
house was set ablaze at
Egweama, Bayelsa State dur-
ing a clash.The Liama com-
munity was said to have de-
fied naval presence to attack
Egweama even as the govern-
ment sent more troops to en-
force peace in the area.
The state Deputy Governor,
Mr. Premobowei Ebebi who
visited the troubled commu-

_nities pleaded with them to
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stop hostilities to allow for the
government’s intervention.

The two communities’ of-
fensive started at the weekend
when youths clashed.

Egweama had more causali-
ties as a house was burnt and
about nine persons were re-
portedly killed and several
others had severe gun-shot
wounds.

Of the nine persons alleg-

. edly killed, only two. badies.

were found in Egweama. Oth-
ers were said to be missing
.Also at Liama, some were
killed while others were still
missing as at press time.

The fighting between the
two communities, who are of
the same ancestral lineage, is
over Emerald Oil Company
whose location is in-between
a land belonging to the two
communities.

Some prominent personali-
ties in Brass community are

_ allegedly behind the crisis.to

gain control of the royalty ac-
cruing from the Company,
says unconfirmed sources.
arrating the community’s
ordeal, Chief MA Woripaga,
who is the Secretary,
Egweama Council of Chiefs,
said for long, there had beeri a
problem between Egweama
and Liama communities. But
the recent one, according to
him, was as a result of the beat-
ing up of some youths escort-
ing a boat belonging to the

.company. . . . ... ... U
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