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Larcourt, Rivers

why militants invaded its
two stations in the Rivers
State capital last Sunday
and released many-detain-
ees. o .

In the attack, which lasted

the militants succeeéded in
releasing,about 125 detain-

ees while two civilians
l/were killed in the crossfire

eral people were injured in
the ensuing melee.

patrol vans were torched

State ha;;&?}?.‘.ngd&

from about noon to 8pm,

between the police and the,
rampaging militants. Sev-. -

In addition; seven police

-_From Clarice Azuatalam,
~~?ort_t2§rc,gurt‘

" alongside othéf?iié}:jgles-
- that-were damaged in the

violent clash.: =" "=
Giving the situation re-
port in Port Harcourt
yesrterday, the Commis-
sioner of Police (CP), Mr
Felix Ogbadu said that

militants belonging:to the

camp of Mr Soboma George,
the wanted former second-
in-command to Mr_Ateke

Tom, another wanted man,

invaded the police stations
to free George, who had

- been detaine& in one of the

police cells for nearly one

- ‘month, under a pseudo
- _name, for alleged traffic of-

fence. " -

His account contradicts
“that of the militants who
_sent ah email to the' media

saying George was arrested
on Sunday, same day he

.was released by them (mili-

tants).- ;

Ogbadu told reporters
that the militants actually
attacked the police stations
withd

" break attem

amites and sophis-
ticated weapons, “but there
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were no casualties on both
sides besides some inju-
ries on some persons.”
The attack appeared to
have caught the police
napping, Ogbadu- said.
Tnitially, police thought
that it was another jail-
t. roy this

reason, the said, the
command deployed some
- -of its men to Port Harcourt

Prisons, but in a well-

planned operation, “an-
oup of militants
moved into the state CID . P,
‘and the central police sta- ’

other

- men in

tion where they threw dyna-
mites and shot sporadically

“until they accomplished

their task of releasing their
olice cells.”

The Police boss also ad-
mitted that no arrest has
been made but that “the po-
lice have swung into action
to try and re-arrest some of
the released inmates.”

 The Assistant Inspector
Genera) (AIG) in charge of

zone 6, Calabar, Mr Adgga}e
Ajakaiye, who breezeu '
shortly after the CP’s brief-
ing, said he was not sur-
rised by the attack, but that
it was unfortunate that the
police did not know the na-
ture of the attack before it

occurred, adding; that “we
are going to win the war.”
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