How police stray
bulletshattered
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‘'Edo man’s dream

It'was clearly a reversal of dream for a

A}

" man who had worked throughout his life
to:become somebody. However, a twist
in.fate made him a victim of police stray -
bullet during a night robbery. - o
The police have denied this, but the fam-

. ily insists that the police cannot claim ig-
norance of their breadwinner’s death, re--
ports JOHN MAYAKIL o

HE relative contentment of

the family of Mr. Clement
“Odeh, a well-to-do farmer in
New - Benin, Edo State, was
unconscionably cut on December

In thé dark, some policemen, led
by one Assistant Superintendent-
(XSP) Emmanuel who went after
some armed robbers in the area,
allegedly fired several canisters of
tear gas perhaﬁz to ‘smoke out’ the
bandits, who had fled just before
police arrived the scene.

But the gas choked many people
in their homes. One of them, Mr

the University. The second one, a

girl, just finished from Igbinedion
niversity, Okada, There is one in .

300 level in  Ambrose Alli

* University, Ekpoma. There is one

Odey; uinable to bear it any longer, .

steppéd outside groggily to wash

I}gs itching eyes. Er poﬁce bullet hit
m. T

Though the family has since

petitioned the police.authorities

}ludiciéil‘killing” but life is no

ey termed “extra-.

onger-the same in the‘hitherto

halgg"ﬁamﬂy of late Qdeh.

eh; a native of Ehomwan -
village, .in Uhumwode Local -

Governmnt Area of Edo State, was
well known and respected in New
Odey’s widow, Elizabeth, in
tears, told The Nation: “The police

- denied that they shot iny husband.

We are still.on the case in New

Benin police station where we .
reported the case. They claimed it -

‘was the armed robbers:who shot

my husband. We have not buried

him. He is:still in the mortuary

and he was 62 years old.”
She éxplained that-the robbers,

. who came lafer, released tear ﬁs v
his

- did netkill anybody dfid‘that they

did not.shoot at all. -~ ° -
“They did not come near our

house, later residents-called in the-

police ‘and the polit¢ began to
throw tear gas into our compound
and my husband could hotresist it

mueh",' wHY T

any longer because it was_too:

“My. husband went outto wash: >

his face: It was then they shot him;

there was power outage that day.. .

The tear gas affected one old

woman in the other house and she .-
fainted, before she was later -

revived.

“T feel bad. Only God can take
care of my children because I'm . Y
’ They asked us to come out:ina’:

not workihg: I am a full time

housqwife. Our first sor is still in’

is reading

_robbers

withia diploma from UNIBEN. The

last one just finished Secondary . -

School and secured admission into

- UNIBEN.” ) :

Now she has to contend wi
financing the children’s education

.or have them drop out of school. -
. Despite the crowd that beseiged

her house to sympathise with the
family, she appeared lonely..
Wordsof sysmpathy, however
well meaning, were inadequate for
her and the children. The hitherto

happy home wasin convulsioriand-

1ef.

Collins, one of the sons-of the
late Odeh, is-a student of Ambrose .

Alli University,-Ekpoma where he
: Gecl)frap_hy and
Regional Plaining..

He said the incident is'a Jong story .

but gave a brief account of it.
“I'was in my eldest brother's
rodmi that riight when my sister

came t0 wake me up that armed -
robbers were- around. 1. was . -
" shocked and she said I shoulcdthide - -

my phone. We were all inside m

mother’s room then and welocke

the door. oo e
“My uncle w.

The niext thing was that policemen

and my dad came out to wash
face when we heard gunshot:

“The tear gas._bﬁought;_,a.ll:()f_ us

out. Policemeri” were:already

around at the gaté banging.our.

%’?\te so hard. But we did not open.

_This was about 5 am. Then they
jum%fd into the compound. :
_The

y came to our passage door
here ((‘Fointing to the place) and
starteq:

-5

were asking “who'is'that? who is

that?”

They: said=:they-are
policeren.

ewere afraid to open

the door because somearmed- -
could _disguise " as’
. policemen such that when we

open, they could attack us. .

“Later, we opened the door.”

single file and asked s toraise our .

- c, ‘ B )

} fThe late ,(_)deh
"hands. They held us by our -
-"trousers and were now loocking for -

e was athome -
- when the armed bandits came. .
He'also spoke with The Nation. - They came to the back of the house
- where they shot my father and that, .

as’around and-my
dad was staying in his own 160, -

_the passage
-brought tﬁe
“took

hitting the door badly. We " 115 ysed to stay in-our street
' them. He was -.
“7also among the police that came:

that night. He led them to our. ",
hat fateful-day, SARS*
~(Special Anti-Robbery Squad)

.Thouse.

our father. .- .
“One-of them said they heard
ﬁunshot here and latér again, 1
eard one saying that someone
was shot here. They went into my
father’s bedroom with my sister.

day, there was no light. So, they

pointed their torch and may be,"
. they saw him and did net-want to
- bring him out. :
“So, they went back-again. Later;

they went back with my uncle and

- my-eldest sister: The next thing .

... they were saying was that ‘we've’
-shot somebod%r)r

~person. They

eré, 100k at the

out. Then, they came out through

""d}c{iﬁr and .after, they
corpse out and they
m awa 2

“We were graggm

bill to us to come and

ay R

“Thereis one ASP é}mmnanuel« \

. down.” 1
- Terris: is another sibling. He:

- planned to travel abroad before the |

death of his father. He hoped his

before, Re-was wi

came . .and. wthe ' Assistant

%, Cominissioner of Police was also
“here.” R

72 On his. emotional trauma

“following his father’s déath, he..
-4 ®

ought my father -

: “the-corpse-
# with them; they said for they will"
- shoot us. They were cocking their - -
.‘guns. They took him away and
fook him to Central Hospital
miortuary. Mugch later, two of them
.came and brought the mortuary.

said: “I feel so bad because it'sonly -

-my dad that cares for us, nobody

" ;torely on. It's so bad. I'don't really-
‘know how to cope with my"
ecause no -

education now
assistance from anybody. -

-“We have written a petition to |
olice that there must be justice |-
is case. 'IhduEh they would |

the
m

not agree to the killing but we
have hired a lawyer.” =

:..; The,eldest. daughterof the {
" déceased, Esosa, is a graduate of

Igbinedion University. She said:
“My dad struggled 'to pay my

school fees and gave me money .|
' whenever I wanted him to. Now,
- my dad is no more, I don’t think
. there is any hope of sponsering {
-~ any.of my youn,

r-ones- again,
now that the police have caused
this. <. : e

“] do not see theém as an

_institution that can  protect™]

“anybody. They are only destroying

_the :nation:” They“"add" to |

-cOrruption.” L e
" The 24-year old graduate of |
Computer Science added: “We are

just confused. We don’t have any-

lan . yet. Now. that :our

. breadwinner is dead, when it's day

break, we eat and we just sit

late father would have sponsored

him. The Accounting student of the |
- University of Benin said “my dad *

is the most valuable treasure I

have in my life and for him to have.
-~died, ’I don’t know what to say.

»

NOW,,

o 41 . s ‘nLL _.An:‘.:n“

e e T

e ' s o bt ol ek bt ol

N

.



