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 >>>  Menas  N ig eria Polit ics & Securit y 
 

1 .0 . Po l i t ic a l D e v e l opm e n t s 
 
> Th e F edera l High Court sit t ing in Abuja ruled on 1 3th January 

t ha t V ice-presiden t Good luck Jon a t h a n can commence 
e x ercising t h e pow ers of President in t h e absence of Presid e n t  
Umaru Musa Yar’Adu a . How e v er, t h e ruling, by Chie f Judg e 
D a n i e l Abu t u t , stopped short of making an order tha t Jona than 
could be made act ing President . Yar’Adua has now be en ou t of 
Nig eria f or 5 5 days.   

 
> Follow ing reports of Yar’Adua’s dea t h by some in t erna t iona l 

media, and th e report of a Lagos based n e wspaper N e x t  t ha t 
t h e Presiden t is bra in damag ed, th e BBC’s Hausa languag e 
radio service re le ased a recorded in t ervie w of t h e Presiden t 
w h ere h e thanked Nig erians f or t h e ir support and pra y ers 
w hilst h e rece iv es tre a tmen t . Th e int ervie w w as apparen t ly 
giv en la t e on Monday 1 1 th January bu t it has not caused t h e 
polit ica l crisis in Nig eria to aba t e . 

 
> Th e Presiden t told t he BBC t ha t h e w as undergoing tre a tment 

and w as gradua lly g et t ing bet t er bu t e xpressed his hope t ha t 
t h ere w ill be “tremendous progress” w hich w ill enable him 
re t urn home to his du t ies. Wh en asked about w h en h e w ill 
re t urn to Nig eria, th e fra il sounding Presiden t w as e vasiv e and 
sa id t ha t h e w ill re t urn to his of f icia l dut ies w h en h e is f ina lly 
discharg ed by his doctors. On th e issu e of V ice Presiden t 
Goodluck Jona than, th e Presiden t sa id t hat h e had spoken to 
t h e V ice President , adding t hat “e v ery t hing is in order based on 
t h e provisions of t h e Const itu t ion”. 

 
> Perhaps in a bid to prov e t ha t it w as not an old in t ervie w , 

Yar’Adua w ent on to w ish t h e Nig erian f ootba ll t e am, t h e Sup er 
E a g l es , success a t t h e A f rica n Cup o f  N a t ions w hich is 
curren t ly holding in Angola. Many Nig erians ha v e , how e v er, 
rema in ed scept ica l about t h e au t hen t icit y of th e int ervie w , 
w it h some insist ing t ha t if th e Presiden t w as indeed w e ll 
enough to spe ak, h e should ha v e a t e le vised in t ervie w , to 
prov e t ha t h e w as truly a liv e and is recov ering.  

 
> Opposit ion polit ica l part ies ha v e a lso crit icised Yar’Adua f or 

grant ing his f irst in t ervie w since h e le f t t h e coun try to a 
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f ore ign media organisa t ion, and sa y ing tha t it w as 
unconscionable and an e x ample of t h e con t empt tha t Nig erian 
le aders had f or Nig erians. Ha ving sa id t ha t , how e v er, t h e BBC is 
highly regarded in Nig eria as a prof essiona l and polit ica lly 
independen t organisa t ion so it w as, perhaps, an obvious choice 
f or t h e int ervie w .   

 
> A source close to t h e Yar’Adua f amily has told Me n as 

Assoc i a t es tha t , once h e ret urns, t h ere w ill be a reckoning w it h 
a ll t hose w ho are be ing disloy a l to t h e President . 

 
> Th e Nig erian legisla t ure resumed its 2 0 1 0 plenary sessions on 

Tu esda y 1 2 th January . Top of th e list of issu es f or considera t ion 
by t h e upper and low er legisla t iv e chambers w as t h e 
Presiden t ’s cont inu ed absence and t h e result ant polit ica l 
impasse .  

 
> In t h e S e n a t e , th ere w as a t ense debat e on t he Presiden t ’s 

absence and a mot ion f or a Sena t e de lega t ion to visit in Saudi 
Arabia, to ascerta in t h e tru e st at e of his h e a lth w as denied by 
t h e Senat e presiden t , D a v id Mark . He shot dow n at t empts by 
some Sena tors to invoke t h e provisions of S e c t ions 1 4 3 , 1 4 4 
and 1 4 5  of t h e 1 9 9 9 Cons t i t u t ion o f  N i g eri a . According to 
Mark such ma t t ers as t h e Presiden t’s h e a lt h and capacit y w ere 
not w it hin th e purvie w of th e pow ers of t he Sena t e .  

 
> Th e low er legisla t iv e chambers, th e H ous e o f  R e pres e n t a t iv es 

chose not to ha v e a public session to deba t e t h e issu e of t h e 
Presiden t ’s h e a lth. Th e House w ent in to an e x ecu tiv e session, 
a t t h e end of w hich it resolv ed t hat it apprecia t ed and 
understood t h e provisions of Sect ion 1 4 5 of t h e const it u t ion 
and t h e re la t ed la ws, assuring tha t it w ill con t inu e to be guided 
by t h e Const it u t ion a t a ll t imes, and a lso resolv ed to send a 
de lega t ion to visit t h e Presiden t in Saudi Arabia to conv e y 
goodw ill messag es and discuss issu es on na t iona l importance. 

 
> Th e 3 6 St a t e Gov ernors in Nig eria, under t h e a egis of t h e 

Go v ernors’ F orum (GF ) ha v e me t in Abuja ost ensibly to discuss 
ma t t ers arising from t h e Presiden t’s con t inuing absence . In 
part icular, th e Gov ernors’ Forum, under t h e cha irmanship of 
K w ara St a t e’s Gov ernor Bu ko la Sara k i, discussed how to 
resolv e t h e polit ica l de adlock w hich has arisen as a result of 
t h e Presiden t’s f a ilure to forma lly handov er his of f icia l du t ies 
to V ice Presiden t Goodluck Jonat han, in his absence . 

 
> Me an w hile reports conf irm tha t , in a separat e me et ing, th e 

P e op l es D emocra t ic P art y  (PDP) st a t e gov ernors me t to pick a 
successor to Goodluck Jona than who, according to sources 
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conn ect ed w it h th em, sa y w ill soon of f icia lly t ake ov er from 
Presiden t Yar’Adua. Apparen t ly t h e qu est ion f or them is not 
w h e t h er Jonat han w ill become Presiden t but w ho replaces him 
as V ice Presiden t .  

 
> Th e Gov ernors’ Forum, f or obvious re asons, f a vour on e of t h e ir 

ow n rank to t ake ov er and t h e apparen t f a vourit es are Ka tsina 
St a t e ’s Gov ernor Ibra h im Sh ema , Gombe’s Gov ernor D a n j uma 
Go j e , Jiga w a’s Gov ernor Su l e Lamido, and t h e Minist er of t h e 
F edera l Capit a l T erritory Abuja, Adamu A li ero, w ho w as 
pre viously t h e Gov ernor of Kebbi St a t e. Of t h e f our candidat es, 
t h e fron trunn er appe ars to be Sh ema because h e is from 
Presiden t Yar’Adua’s home St at e .  

 
> Sou t h-Sout h and East ern Gov ernors are sa id to f a vour Goje as 

t h e n e w V ice President because of his apparen t abilit y to re ach 
ou t to ot her zon es. Some Yar’Adua loy a lists are , how e v er, 
report edly root ing f or Aliero w ho has be en linked w it h on e of 
Yar’Adua’s daugh t ers w ho is supposedly be ing billed to become 
on e of his w iv es. It is a lso no secre t t ha t f ormer Presiden t 
O lus e g u n Obasan jo is angling f or t h e Jiga wa St a t e ’s Gov ernor 
Lamido to become V ice Presiden t. 

 
> Obasanjo cha ired a PDP B oard o f Trus t e es me et ing a t t h e Aso 

Rock Presiden t ia l V illa in Abuja on Wedn esda y 1 3 th January . His  
re t urn to Aso Rock in t h e absence of Yar’Adua to hold a t igh t ly 
secured me et ing has sparked a gre at de a l of in t erest in polit ica l 
circles. Those w ho a t t ended BOT me e t ing w ere accredit ed a t 
t h e H i l t on H o t e l and giv en passes be f ore be ing pu t on a bus to 
t h e v enu e.  

 
> Obasanjo does not se e e y e-to-e y e w it h a ll members of t h e PDP 

BOT, and part icularly his on e t ime Works & Housing Minist er 
T on y  A n e n i h and f ormer Senat e Presiden t K e n Nn ama n i . 

 
> Th e Gov ernors’ Forum put f orw ard a proposa l pushing f or 

primaries as e arly as March/April. Me an w hile some of 
Yar’Adua’s loy a lists and a llies are a lmost on t h e v erg e of a no-
holds barred fa lling ou t and are trading blame f or th e f a ilures in 
managing th e public re lat ions cha lleng es cre a t ed by his long 
dra w n our absence. Th ere is sa id to be no lov e lost be t w e en 
Economic Adviser T a n imu Ya kubu and th e GF’s cha irman 
K w ara St a t e’s Gov ernor Bu ko la Sara k i. 

 
> Th ere is sa id to be an a lleg ed plot by some senior members of 

t h e gov ernmen t to e xpose A t torn e y Gen era l Micha e l 
A a ondoa k a f or a lleg edly changing en tries in his asse t 
declarat ion f orm upw ards to ma tch n e w ly acquired ga ins. 
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> As t h e polit ica l de adlock ov er Yar’Adua’s absence con t inues, 

members of civil socie t y groups and opposit ion polit ica l part ies, 
st ag ed a prot est march to t he N a t ion a l Ass emb l y  to prot est 
abou t his absence and th e result an t issu es. Th e prot est march 
w hich w as organised by a group of 1 0 0 promin en t Nig erians 
under t h e a egis of Sa v e N i g eri a Group (SNG)  w as a t t ended by  
Nobe l Laure at e Wo l e So y i n k a, human righ ts act ivist and 
la w y er F emi F a la n a , re ligious le aders, le aders of civil socie t y 
organisa t ions, la w y ers, st uden ts and represent a t ives of t h e 
Nig erian people .  

 
> Some of t h e demands made by th e group are tha t Yar’Adua 

should vaca t e of f ice f ort h w ith and f orma lly hand ov er to V ice 
Presiden t Goodluck Jona than. Soy inka, addressing t h e 
prot est ers sa id t hat t h e Presiden t’s con t inu ed absence and lack 
of a replacemen t w as a llow ing corrupt ion to f lourish.  

 
> Th e a t t empt by t h e Spe aker of th e House of Represen t a t iv es 

D im e ji B a n ko l e , to address t h e prot est ers w as unsuccessf ul 
because h e w as h eckled by th e crowd, w ho insist ed t ha t th e y 
did not w ish to list en to him and urg ed him to do th e “righ t 
t hing”. Curiously post ers and banners a f f irming support f or 
Yar’Adua and procla iming “dow n w it h th e anarchists” appe ared 
ov ernight in Abuja, placed in strat egic locat ions including those 
t ha t th e prot est ers had plann ed to march t hrough. 

 
> Th e PDP has e xpung ed th e names of its members t ha t 

decamped to ot h er part ies in t h e run-up to t h e Anambra 
gubernatoria l e lect ions.  

 
> This w as re v e a led in a le t t er sign ed by t h e PDP’s Na t iona l 

Secre t ary B ara j e K a w u . It st a t ed that , by con t est ing an 
e lect ion on t he pla t f orm of anoth er polit ica l part y w it hou t 
f orma lly resigning from t h e PDP, t h e members ha ve f orf e it ed 
t h e ir membership of th e part y and w ill t h ere f ore  be de-
regist ered.  

 
> Th e a f f ect ed part y members include  

• A nd y  Uba , w ho sw itch ed to t h e Labour P ar t y  (LP),  
• Uch e E k w u n i f e w ho in now w it h t h e P e op l es Progress iv e 

A lli a nc e (PP A) and  
• N i cho las U k a ch uk w u now of t he H op e D emocra t ic P ar t y .  

 
> All of t h ese t hre e ha v e be en nomina t ed as candidat es of t h e ir 

respect iv e n e w part ies in t h e Anambra guberna toria l e lect ions 
w hich w ill be h e ld n e x t mont h.  
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2 .0 . N ig e r D e l t a  
 
> Nig erian soldiers supposedly employ ed by Ch e vron N i g eri a 

ha v e shot de ad t wo workers a t t h e construct ion sit e of 
Ch e vron’s Escra v os Gas-T o-Liqu id (EGTL) plan t in De lt a St a t e . 
According to t h e De lt a St a t e gov ernment spokesperson, t h e 
inciden t w as a result of a “minor disagre emen t that got ou t of 
hand”. Apparent ly , a bus conv e y ing Ch e vron workers f a iled to 
stop a t a securit y ch eckpoin t in th e plan t as th e bus driv er 
engag ed in an argumen t w ith t h e securit y guards.  
 

> In a bid to disperse t h e crowd t h e soldiers de t a iled to guard th e 
plan t f ired shots in to t h e crowd t hat had ga th ered w hich 
result ed in t h e dea t h of t wo Nig erian workers. Th e la t t er 
responded to th e killings by riot ing and se t t ing t h e plan t ’s 
buildings on f ire un t il t h e sit uat ion w as con trolled by loca l 
of f icia ls. 
 

> Follow ing t h e inciden t, Ch e vron’s Makaraba-Utonana crude oil 
pipe lin e in De lt a St a t e w as a t t acked by “unknow n” gunmen. 
Th e a t t ack has a f f ect ed t h e de liv ery lin e from Abit e y e to 
Escra vos. Con f irming t h e a t t ack on its pipe lin es, Ch e vron 
announced t hat it has consequ en t ly be en f orced to cu t ou tpu t 
by 2 0 ,0 0 0 b/d.  
 

> Th e Mo v em e n t  f or t h e Ema ncipa t ion o f  t h e N i g er D e l t a 
(ME N D) has re le ased a st a t ement sa y ing tha t a lthough its 
f igh t ers w ere not involv ed in t h e act ua l a t t ack, it had 
sanct ion ed th e a t t ack. Follow ing t h e F edera l Gov ernmen t’s 
amn est y programme t h e violen t a t t acks on oil inst a lla t ions 
ce ased in t h e Nig er De lt a. How e v er t h e con t inu ed absence of 
Presiden t Yar’Adua w ho conce iv ed t h e amn est y programme , 
has virt ua lly ha lt ed a ll post-amn est y programmes and t his has 
once aga in h e ight en ed t ensions in t h e Nig er De lt a are a. 

 
> Th e na t iona l coordinator of N i g er D e l t a R e-ori e n t a t ion 

Pro j e c t , Sh eri f f  Mu lad e and th e le adership of Gbarama t u 
K i n gdom a t Warri in De lt a St a t e condemn ed th e a t t ack on 
Makaraba-Utonana pipe lin e w hich is blamed on angry Ij a w  
you ths, in re t a lia t ion f or th e killing of t h e t wo loca l workers - 
Su nda y Ma la and So lomon T on f a - a t EGTL project sit e .  

 
> Th e Gbarama tu le aders dissocia t ed t h e ir communities from t h e 

a t t ack and sa id t hat t h ey had inst e ad resolv ed to employ 
civilised and la w f ul me an of redress f or t h e de at hs. How e v er, in 
a st a t emen t sign ed by some of its le aders, t h e le adership of 
t h e Gbaramat u Kingdom urg ed th e F edera l Gov ernmen t to 
probe t h e act ivit ies of t h e Jo i n t  T ask F orc e (JT F ) in t h e area 
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and labe lling th e recen t killings by soldiers, as a “g enocide” 
a t t ack on t h e Gbarama tu people .  

 
> It w ill be reca lled t ha t in Ma y 2 0 0 9 , th e JT F launched an 

of f ensiv e in Gbarama tu in its bid to f lush ou t t h e le ading 
milit an t commander, Go v ernm e n t  E kp emupo lo (a.k.a. 
T ompo lo). Th e le aders urg ed tha t th e F edera l Gov ernmen t 
should immedia t e ly de-milit arise t h e area or t h e killings and 
a t t acks by t h e milit ary on its people would n e v er stop 

 
> Th e le adership of Ija w yout hs in t h e Nig er De lt a and f ormer 

milit an ts ha v e me t in Yenagoa in Ba y e lsa St a t e to discuss t h e 
act ivit ies of t h e Presid e n t i a l Commi t t e e on Amn es t y ’s (PCA) 
work-plan f or t h e re int egra t ion rehabilit a t ion process f or t h e 
e x-milit an ts under t h e gov ernmen t’s amn est y programme .  

 
> Amongst oth ers t h e me e t ing, w hich w as h e ld behind closed 

doors, w as a t t ended by: 
•  K a is er O goriba - t h e f ounding presiden t of t h e Mo v em e n t  

f or t h e Surv iv a l o f  Ij a w  E t h nic N a t ion a li t y  (MOSEID);  
• Chris E k iy or - presiden t of th e Ij a w You t h Cou nc i l (IYC);  
• K i n gs l e y  Ku ku - secre t ary of t he N i g er D e l t a P e ac e a nd 

Con f lic t  R eso lu t ion Commi t t e e and  
• P a t t erson O gon - f ounding director of Ij a w  Cou nci l f or 

H uma n Ri gh t s 
 

> Be f ore its de libera t ions, t h e f orum addressed report ers and 
crit icised t h e document produced by t h e PCA as its work-plan, 
as “hog w ash”. Th e y sa id t ha t it could not accept the PCA’s 
work-plan w hich did not act iv e ly engag e t h e you th of Nig er 
De lt a. 

 
> In an act ion w hich may signa l t h e end to t h e re lat iv e pe ace 

t ha t has be en enjoy ed in t h e Nig er De lt a region in recent 
mon ths, f our e xpa triat e contract workers w ere kidnapped on 
Tu esda y 1 2 th January . Th e ir convoy w hich w as tra ve lling from 
Port Harcourt in Riv ers St a t e to Abia St a t e w h en it w as 
a t t acked by abou t 3 0 gunmen w ho killed a Nig erian policeman 
and injuring a driv er. 

 
> Th e f our are employ e es of N e t co D i e t sma n n , - w hich is a jo in t 

v en t ure bet w e en th e st a t e-own ed N a t ion a l E ng i n e eri n g a nd 
T e ch n ica l Compa n y  and th e Du tch company D i e tsma n n – and 
t h e y w ere a t t ach ed to Sh e ll P e t ro l e um D e v e lopm e n t  
Compa n y ’s (SPDC) A f am V 1  Po w er P la n t  in Port Harcourt .  

 
> Th e kidnapped men are t hre e Britons named as Joh n B en n e t  

(6 4), K e v i n Gra y  (5 1) and Mar t i n Ph i llip (4 9) and a Colombian 
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ca lled F ab i e n Sa nch e z . Alt hough no group init ia lly cla imed 
responsibilit y a ransom demand of 3 0 0 million Na ira (US$ 2 
million) has now be en made . Th e au thorit ies ha v e of f ered a 2 
million Na ira (US$ 1 3 ,0 0 0) re w ard f or inf orma t ion le ading to 
t h e ir re le ase and th e arrest of t h e kidnappers. 

 
> This is t h e la t est in t h e recen t series of violen t inciden ts in t h e 

Nig er De lt a. On 1 9 th December MEND cla imed responsibilit y f or 
an a t tack on a ma jor crude oil de liv ery pipe lin e in Abon ema 
Riv ers and last w e ek t h ere w as t h e inciden t a t Ch evron’s EGTL. 
Observ ers ha v e blamed t h e recen t e v ents on Presiden t 
Yar’Adua’s absence w hich has e f f ect iv e ly st a lled th e post-
amn est y programme . 
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