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Auto Crash Kills 5 Policemen In Jos

Written by Achor Abimaje, Jos
Monday, 31 May 2010 02:01

The death of five mobile policemen in a ghastly motor accident in Jos yesterday threw the Plateau
State police command into a panic.

LEADERSHIP gathered that the policemen, numbering about 12, were on their way to the Rwang
Pam Township Stadium to provide security cover in a football match between Jos University
Teaching Hospital Football Club (JUTH FC) and Supreme Court of Abuja FC.

An eyewitness who recounted the incident to our correspondent said the fatal accident occurred
opposite Hill Crest International School when the vehicle conveying the policemen, a Hilux van with
registration number NPF 7559, skidded off the road in an attempt to overtake a taxi.

He said the driver lost control of the van, rammed into the iron pillars of a pedestrian bridge
opposite the school and somersaulted several times before landing in a ditch.

Four of the policemen died instantly, with parts of their bodies littering the main road, while those
who sustained various degrees of injury were rushed to the nearby Plateau State Specialist
Hospital.

One of the policemen died later at the hospital.

When our correspondent visited the hospital, five of the policemen who sustained serious injuries
were seen in the Intensive Care Unit receiving treatment while those who sustained minor injuries
were discharged.

Acting Commissioner of Police in the state, Mr. Ikechukwu Aduba, and his officers and men who
thronged the hospital on getting wind of the accident were completely dazed. Some of them were
seen dabbing handkerchiefs into their faces intermittently to wipe out tears.

Spokesman of the state police command, ASP Mohammed Lerama, who confirmed the incident to
LEADERSHIP, described it as a terrible shock to the command.
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