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I 1 Dead, Goods Destroyed In Ebonyi Boat Mlshap |

BY OBINNA OGBONNAYA, Abakaliki
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One person has been confirmed dead,

and goods worth Imlhons of Naira

were destroyed In the early hours of

yesterday fo]lowing a boat mishap that
accurred along the Itigidi axis of the

niver in Cross River State.

Confirming the incident, the leader
of the Ebony1 State House of Assem-
bly and member representing Afikpo

North West, Hon. Kingsley Ikoro, said

that the boat capsized followmg tur-
bulence that occurred along the Ttigidi
axis, leading to the death of one person
and the destruction of several goods.
~Tkoro noted that there were over 20

women, including the boat driver, in
transit, adding that the women trav-
elled to Cross River State to buy food-
stuffs, including yam, rice and garri at
Itigidi, Cross River State, adding that
the deceased and the other occupants

of the boat are all from Ozizza com-
munity in Afikpo LGA.

He said the unfortunate incident hap-
pened while the boat was berthing at -

OZ1zza Beach on thelr arrival and ex-

__pressed deep sadness and regret over

the unfortunate development.

"I received early this morning the
heartbreaking news of the water ac-
cident involving some women from
Afikpo LGA. The women were on a

business trip from Cross River State
when the accident occured at Itigidi in
Cross River State. It involved the death
of a woman from Ozizza and loss of
their goods worth several millions of
Naira.

"This happening at this period of
time in our country is indeed very
painful. I deeply feel this pain as well,
knowing that the death of a man, as it
is usually said, diminishes us, more so
when we are directly involved.

The lawmaker promised to get close
to those affected to ascertain how assis-
tance could be rendered to wipe away
the grime of this ugly incident wher-
ever possible.
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