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In June 1981, in the city of Lagos,

Mob or jungle justice is one of the sad aspects of the Nigerian identity. It
comes fast and easy from angry street people against perceived criminals.
It comes with no trial and no attention to fairness against the victim. More
often than not, the result is instant capital punishment. The lull in the

act was few days ago swept aside by incidences in different parts of the
country. CHIDI NWACHU

write.
calls for sobriety. Its causes

“ and possible measures

which authorities and stakeholders
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James went as the owners of the motorcycles raised
the alarm during a struggle with the
beforeme.| 5
entered the Some youths around Hospital Road,
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On gel‘[mg fo  beatthe three suspects black and blue,
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Samaila had gone to the bank with his
friend, James, to withdraw a thousand
naira,

“I divided the money into two halves
" Headded that;” on getting to the Bus
Stop in Obalande, we decided to enter
separate buses. James went before me.
Tentered the second bus. On getting to
Oshodi, [saw people beating him up,
but luckily, Iintervened. I was told that
a woman, claimed he stole her money.
She was also having mint. But when
I removed the other half of the total
sum, the serial number revealed that
he did not steal her money and what
she claimed was not up to the whole
amount. That was how the woman
was beaten to death. It is really a sad
uation.
Five years ago, in Aluu.a locali%
i~ Rivers Sicate,g four undergraduates;—
Ugonna Obuzor, Toku Lloyd, Chiadika
Biringa, and Tekena Elkanah, all
students of the University of Port
Harcourt were all lynched to death
after they were falsely accused of theft
ofalaptop computer in the community
located in Ikwerre local government
area, Rivers State, Nigeria on 5 October
2012.

They were condemmned and beaten to
death in the community member, even
before anyone heard their side of the
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; ; y story.
%ﬁ&w@ﬂm% Today, the people who set them on
T%hﬂﬂfwmw fire, are yet to face justice,
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Nigeria, like most nations in the
world, has been exposed to “jungle
justice” or “mob justice”, which is still
prevalentin Nigeria, has posed a serious
challenge for law enforcement in the
country.

In his verdicts, the late Justice
Oputa was a sage, a critic, a historian,
a philosopher, an accountant and a
scientist. This explains why he was
nicknamed Lord Denning of Nigeria,
Socrates of the Supreme Court and
philosopher-judge. In one of his
verdicts, he said : “Justice is not a
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