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1 Burnt To Death,
Others Injured As
Cultists Clash In Benue

One person was stoned and lat-
er burnt to death while several oth-
ers sustained severe injuries during
a cult clash between rival groups in
: the Hglfal;go_garters area of Makur-
) di, Benue State.
. ~ The rival cultists, numbering over

* " 20 have reportedly clashed during a ,

'j  reprisal attack which they daimed’
: was because some of their membei

; were killed in a previous attack.

: The cultists had vowed to be kill-

1

ing the rival members that escaped |

) from the previous attack, one after |

; the other. ° |

- It will be recalled that the cultists |

had, barely a month ago, invaded the !
palace of the Ter Makurdi, Chief Sule
Abenga, collapsed some buildings
\ - and damaged vehicles in the place.
\ They allegedly came to kill the son
of the traditional ruler who the cult-
ists claimed belonged to a rival group.

Yesterday, at Welfare Quarters, lo-
caﬁaaéMakurdi-O o Road
the cultists invaded the place and at-
tacked a young man in the area iden-
tified as "Onions”. They stoned him

o m—

before setting him ablaze,
The ugly situation which happened
at about 3 pm caused pandemonium
as shops and other business places
were shut down. Noticing that the
mayhem was aggravating, the resi-
B dents informed the police who quick-
ly came to prevent further attacks.
Confirming the incident, the po-
lice public relations officer, ASP Aus-
tin Ezeani said he was yet to receive
official report from the divisional po-

lice officer (DPO) in the affected area.
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By Solomon Ayado, Makurdi
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