Woman Whose Son Was Killed In

Abuja Demolition Commits Suicide

BY IGHO OYOYO, Abuja
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Pandemonium took over the
Populﬁgﬁlﬁﬂmess-
way yesterday, when angry na-
tives of the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory (FCT) staged a protest on
the ever busy expressway fol-
lowing the death of a woman

and her son during the Federal
Capital Development Author-

ity (FCDA) demolition of Alu-

~_guyi Village, popularly known
as Lungu Village in the FCT.
The protesters who started
the protest at about 12 noon,
barricaded the expressway with
burning tyres and bricks, pro-
testing over the lives that were
lost duringwhat they described
as unannounced and inhuman
demolition of the commumity
by the offiaals of the FCDA.
According to a witness, Mr
Joshua Iyah, officals of the
FCDA in company of well
armed military persormel
stormed the commumity at
about 10am, and started de-
molishing houses along with
their belongings, not minding
if people were inside or not.
‘During the demolition,
a_primary school boy came
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home from school tired and
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‘hungry, not understanding

what was gomg on, he entered

——— -

their house to change from his

school uniform and as he was

still inside the house, that was
when the bulldozer demolish-
ing their house and blocks fell
_ontheboy, e

"Attempts to rescue the boy
were not successful because
the military and policemen

| put co

resides behind the curtains of complains;

lains aside and r

were using whips agamst us.
They even prevented his moth-
er from rescuing him. The boy
died immediately. When the
mother of the boy saw what
happened to her child, she took
a broken bottle and stabbed

herself to death”, he said.

Jethrolliya, another eye
witness said that they initial-
ly started the protest inside
Gwarinpa estate, but when
there was no response from
the FCT minister, Sen. Bala Mo-
hammed or relevant author-
ities, they decided to move to
Kubwa-Zuba expressway to ex-
press their grievances.

“To make matters worse
the policemen shot two peo-
ple, when we were protesting
over the two peoplé shot, the
military men started shooting
agam in the air, As I speak to
you, two people are dead and
two are currently in the hos-
pital.

“What wrong have we done
as natives of Abuja to have
given our land to the federal
government? We have given
enough! They have collected
our farmlands, we were quiet,
now they are coming to chase
us out of our houses. We have
so many graduates everywhere,
but no job, yet they will say we
are not educated.

"Enough is enough, we have
been pushed to the wall. This
is just the beginning, we can-
not take this anymore! Was
it a crime for us to have giv-

en our land to Nigeria? This is

too much, we are not animals.
They should do the right thing
in Abuja, before it is too late,”
he said.

state caj
The A
PrEVE'ntl
atives fr
are Rive
m Ama
ams Osl
Whil
plane la
port, he
entering

stopped
in Ondc

Lagos b
hours d¢
Ly opera
orders fi
did not ¢
The :
tives rel
some AP
ed with t
governo
tend the
in the pr
al Law.
His
grounde
following
any plane
g off fr
The a4
duo of C
and Wamn
from lan
port, whi
Comrade
vented fr
Benin A1
The se
prevente:
were Sail(
road for |
State for
Obanikor
counterp
contmue
Elati Stat
Conde
ment, (5
other AP
ra]ly, des:
to dictate
ans to res
eral gover
operative
nors and :

eplace each of them with trials and to my s
tear those pieces of col



