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One perspn was reported dead at

‘the weekehd following the ragin
communal clash between the peo-

_Eﬂﬂﬂmﬂi?-%,— d Obitti, both in
Ohaji/Egbema local government

area ol Imo State. 1his brings the
- number of dead persons since the
clash started to four.

Before last week’s incident, two
indigenes of Umuapu, and an indi-
gene of Obitti were allegedly shot
dead following the clash involving
the two communities which accord-
ing to a source is tagged “battle of
supremacy’ between the two com-
munities.

It was gathered that the clash
started following the refusal of a
commercial motorcyclist who hails
from Umuapu to pay an undis-
closed amount of money demand-
ed by Obitti youths after dropping
his passenger in the community.

The motorcyclist was reportedly
shot dead by an unidentified youth
in the crowd for rebuffing the de
mand made by Umuapu youths.
Also, another man from Umuapu
was also allegedly shot dead by one
of the youths for pleading for the
safety of the commercial motorcy-
cle operator from Umuapu.

[t was also gathered that fol-
lowing the killing of the commer-
cial motorcycle operator, hundreds
of youths from Umuapu stormed
Obitti on a reprisal attack, and in
the process killed a youth from
Obitti.

The communal clash was reen-
acted at the weekend when anoth
er commercial motorcycle opera-
tor from Umuapu was ambushed
and killed by some youths alleged-
ly from Obitti.
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