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Soldlers Policemen, Workers Killed As Bandits Attack Niger Mmm& Site

cue mission to the facility ing that a joint security team
leading to the death of un-  was mobilised to the scene in
"~ specified number of soldiers, response toa distress call.

«CONTINUED FROM P1

mmmwm after-

'Ilg invaders, armed with
h@brsop}nstlc:axedweapons

policemen and civilians.

The commissioner, who,

The eyewitness from the —however, said the details of

“Including AK47, were said__ area told Daily Independent  the attack and the number of
1o have atfacked the mining__on phone that, “About 11 pee- . casualties was yet unknown
MMML ple mcludmgsevenmohﬂepo-__ said, “The joint security team

hoemen attached to the min-

engaged theterrorists, thenum-

a]sjewjays after they re- ing site providing security . berof casualties were yet to be
turned to the sitefor business.— cover for the expatriatesand  determined from both sides,

" The armed bandits were
said to have abducted a yet
mheasca-tmnednumberot

nationals,

_they split themselves intotwo _at Ajata-Aboki vi

_ sixcivilians were gruesomely

“It is also not clear the

_ _murdered when theyraninte— number of workers in the

thEII‘ ambush”.

mining site as at the time

“Meanwhile, the Niger  of the attack including two
Sfﬁingovernment confirmed—Chinese nationals were
“Eyewﬂxm account said the attack on the miningsite  reported to have been ab-

Erena

ducted”, the commissioner

groups with one group head- ™~ Ward in Shiroro Local Gov-__ said, addmgthatwhﬂesome

_edstraighttothefacilitywhile ernment Area of thestateby = of the armed bandits were
the second grouplaidambush  armed bandits but said the neutralised and victims res-

'agamstpmﬂemnadm's.
While the team that head-
ed to the mining site shotspo-— The
radically into the air before
bincting st vieHie the
back-up team laid ambush
and attacked a team of joint
security personnel on a res-

‘iﬁbeasgenamed—.———-_

The state Commissioner
for Internal Security and Hu-
manuel Umar, confirmed the
attack in a statement made
available to journalists, add-

cued, the reinforced security
forces mobilised and are on
the trail of the remaining
terrorists.

Among those that sus-
tained various degrees of in-
juries, including undisclosed
numberof security personnel,

the commissioner explained, among other inh noting that the attack even-
are responding to treatment  jugations by marauding ter-  tually killed two policemen.
atanundisclosedgovernment  rorists.” Hesaid, “The masked gun-
owned medical facility He added, “These ram- men arrived at MTD area, at

While commiserating paging terrorists attack Garikiroundaboutandstart-
with the heads of security their victims at will, ironi- ed shooting sporadically, a
agencies in the state and cally and unfortunately in  situation that caused pande-
their families over the loss some cases without slight- monium in the areaaspeople
of their personnelandloved est hindrance, resistanceor ran helter-skelter for safety”

ones, the state government,
according to the statement,
assured the families that
their sacrifices will not go
in vain,

Sani Yusuf Kokki,
Co-Convener, Concerned
Shiroro .Youths, also said
that unspecified number of
Chinese nationals were kid-
napped, describing the at-
tack as terrific and terrible.

He lamented that “kid-
nap for ransom has become
common phenomenon in
our localities. It is quite
unfortunate that we have
been forced to coexist with
this sad reality. We are be-
ing killed, maimed, raped

confrontation from the con-
ventional security, Sadly too,
defenceless, unarmed and
peaceful locals have crassly
been abandoned to their fate
thereby compelling them to
wallow in perpetual agony
.and misery”

Gunmen Attack Chedkpoint in
Enugy, Kl Two Pollcemen

Similarly, two policemen
were shot dead on Thursday
morning when gunmen at-
tacked a checkpoint around
Gariki area in Enugu.

An eyewitness account
stated that there was ex-
change of fire between the
policemen and the gunmen,

When contacted, the Po-
lice Public Relations Offi-
cer of the State Command,
Daniel Ndukwe, said, “There
was an attack on policemen
on stop and search duty
this morning, along Agba-
ni Road, close to Enugu/
Port-Harcourt Expressway,
by yet-to-be identified hood-
lums.

“However, details of the
incident are still
while the Command’s 'I‘actl-
cal/Operational Operatives
have been mobilized and
are on the trail of the mis-
creants. Further develop-
ment will be communicated,
please,” he said.
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