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Gunmen Kill Eight Traders In Abia Ma

esday night It was gathered that the safety while sympathising

“Invaded the new Cattle Mar- _ gunmen who came there

Ketat Omumauzor in Ukwa
West LGA of Abia State,

about 11:45p.m. on Tuesday
shot sporadically, thereby

Killing eight persons and _killing some people and
slaughtering over 20 cows. _ destroying many livestock
Reports from the area _and escaped after carrying

indicated that the land

out their nefarious acts,

where the Cattle Marketis—— Meanwhile, a high pow-

Dpresently relocated from _

Ahia

Hill, Aba, had been a sub-

Ject of dispute among some

~_communities in Abia and

ered team of Abia State
government visited the
market Wednesday morn-
ing to access the situation
and sympathise with the
traders. ;

The team made up of the
Chief of Staff to Governor
QOkezie Ikpeazu, Professor
Anthony Agbazuere; Com-
missioner for Trade and
Investients, Chief John
Okiyi Kalu; Commission-
er for Homeland Security,
Chief Sopuruchi Bekee;
Chairman of Ukwa West
LGC, Chief Okechi Kanu,
and the Commissioner of
Police, Abia State Com-
mand, CP Janet Agbade,
assured the traders of their

with them.

A statement issued by
the Commissioner for in-
formation and Strategy
Barr. Eze Chikamnayvo. on
the incident, said the gov-
ernment was “shocked and
saddened by the mindless
and barbaric act of vio-
lence that claimed the lives
of about eight innocent cit-
izens of our great country”

According to the state-
ment, “We totally condemn

rket

this dastardly act together
with its wiclked perpeira-
tors. We're working assidu-
ously to provide succour to
the families of the victims,
Those who sustained inju-
ries are currently receiving
medical attention.

“We have equally started
the immediate relocation
pf the traders while worlk-
g out compensation for
lost properties. We'll leave
110 stone unturned to en-
sure that the evil perpetra-

tors are brought to justice.

“While waiting for the
outcome of the ongoing
investigations by owur di-
igent security forces, the

governor of Abia State,

D Okezie Victor Ikpeazu,
together with all Abians
pray for God to grant the
famiiies of the victims the
fortitude to bear this irred
arable loss. ) ;
“We urge all citizens
our great country in Ab?2
State toremain law-abldm_g_
and promptly report an’
suspicious movement 0 e
appropriate authorities.

their Rivers counterparts.



