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out in the continued search
and rescue operation beiore on
Tuesday

According to Lagos State
Deputy Governor, Dr Obafemi
Hamzat, who was at the scene
on Tuesday, actual mmnber of
people trapped in the collapsed
uncompleted structure re-
mains unknown.

Three of the nine persons
evacuated alive have been dis-
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n  “Our search and rescue opera-
ith tion isongoingtoremove those

possibly still trapped umder the
e Qurfocusrightnowisto
get people out alive. Thismorn-
g, wetook outtwo people alive
and they are responding well to
treatment in the hospital.

“Totally we have evacuated
nine people alive and three of
them have been discharged.
We bc'ieve there could be more
people trapped in the building
but all our efforts are focused
onrescue.”

Hamzat condemned what
he called “needless gathering”
of people who had nothing to
do with the rescue operation at

the scene, stressing that their
presence was distracting those
involved in the search efforts.

“What is currently happen-
ing at the site of the incident is
a search and rescue operation.
Itisnot so good to have alot of
people at the site. Sometimes,
the rescuers require silence
to be able to hear the voices of
those who may still be trapped.
The operation is ongoing and
we hope we will be able to res-
cue more. We will not leave the
site until we areable to account
for everyone in the building,”
Hamzat said.

Meanwhile, the Lagos State
government is setting up an
independent panel to probe the
collapse of the 21-storey build-
ing on Gerrard Road, Ikoyi.

Members of the panel will
be drawn from the Nigeria In-

stitute of Architects (NIA), Ni-
gerian Institute of Town Plan-
ners (NITP), Nigeria Society
of Engineers (NSE) and other
professional bodies.

According to Gbenga
Omotoso, Commissioner for
Information and Strategy; the
panel “will independently in-
vestigate the remote and im-
mediate causes of the incident
and make recommendations
on how to prevent future oc-
currence, The investigation is
not part of the internal probe
already being conducted by the
government.”

He said Governor Babajide
Sanwo-Oluhas said the govern-
ment will surely find out what
went wrong and punish those
indicted.

“The governor, as a first
step, has directed that the Gen-

eral Manager of the Lagos
State Building Control Agency
(LASBCA), Mt Gbolahan Oki,
anarchitect, be suspended fram
work immediately The suspen-
sion is indefinite”, he said, not-
ing that more equipment and
personnel have been deployed
1o the site to save more lives.

“Mr Sanwo-Olu thanks all
first responders and thase who
have joined the rescue efforts,
including construction giants,
Julius Berger, Chinese Civil
Engineering Construction
Corporation (CCECC) and the
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA).

“A help desk is to be set up
atthesitefor people seeking in-
formation about theirrelations
whomay have been involved in
the incident”, the commission-
ernoted.
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r  chiarged from the hospital. The

Omotoso said the govern
ment will embark on firrther
level tests o ascertain the im-
pact on the collapsed building,

will be no cover-up in the search
for the truth in this incident ‘If
anybody isfound o have been
dicted, heorshewill face thelaw

“ft is important to restate
that all developers and property
owners are required to adhere
strictly to all Building Codes
and Planning Regulations 0
ensure the safety of lives and
property Those who ignore
and defying enforcement, il




